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AUTHOR'S preface. 



Xt is not always the great qualities, the il*» 
luftrious exploits, or die flagrant crimes of a 
iovereign, that render his reign an epoch 
important in hiftory. It is fufficient that he 
ihould have been the co-operator in important 
events, or the confpicuous Vidtim of fome 
dreadful calamity; that around him, in his 
name, in a word, at his very expenfe, there 
fliould have happened fome of thofe circum- 
ftances which leave deep impreflions upon 
the memory of mankind. 

By thefe different titles, the pontificate of 
Pius VI., of which he is already difpoffefled, 
defcrves to be prefented to public attention, 
with a few explanations. 

It is not. his hiftory, however, that we 
engage to write ; we wifh only to offer ma- 
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terials for it, arranged upon a philofophic 
plan. What period, in fadt, is more worthy 
of the, at’tehtion W the philpISplakr than that 
in which the impofing fabric of temporal 
and fpiritual p o w e rr -fuffewnded by every 
thing that feemed to enfure its {lability, is Gin 
a fudden lhakert down, as if bygone of thofe 

might have 
; "when the 
fceptre and the center are'ieen broken by the 
fame blow, the pontiff’hurled from his chair, 
the fovereign from his throne his Levites 
and his courtiers, the. members of his fpiri- 
tual retinue, and thofe of his temporal coun- 
cil, plundered, imprifoned, and difperfed; 
thus, by the mofl dreadful cataflrophe, ex- 
piating a long feries of errors confolidated by 
ten centuries, a long abufe of human credu- 
lity, of pretenfions, the infolence of which 
excited nothing but the fmile of contempt ; 
in fliort, a condudl emanating, in tliefe latter 
times, from the blinded phrenfy, and fuch as 



miracles which" iuper^ition 

' • '* ' 3 01 Z -■ d 1 • ‘ 

its principal fupport 



thought 
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was beft adapted to accelerate its overthrow, 
even had it been dictated by the enemies of 
the Holy See. 

How can this fudden fall have been effect- 
ed without violent ihocks, and almoft with- 
out bloodlhed ? What combination of events 
has then prepared, what immediate caufes 
have led to a refult which makes one part of 
Europe tremble, and ftrikes the other with 
ftupefaCtion ? This we (hall endeavour to de- 
velop in the following picture of the ponti- 
ficate of Pius VI. We fhall abftain from 
declamation, which we leave to intolerance, 
as it is only a mark of animofity, and renders 
all narratives fufpicious. In our opinion, 

found reafon fhould employ, towards a fallen 
and unfortunate enemy, neither abufe nor" 

infulting difdain. We with to jultify the 

title we have affumed, and prove ourfelves 

Hiftorians and Philofophers. 
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; HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL 

MEMOIRS OF PIUS VI. 
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HIS PONTIFICATE. 



. * 

CHAPTER I. 

End of the Pontificate of Clement XIV. — Pro- 
ceedings of the Sacred College. 

On the demife of the fanatical Rezzonico,, 
Ganganelli had, in 1769, been featcd upon the 
papal throne, through the influence of the courts 
of Madrid and Verfailles. They had expelled 
the Jefuits from their dominions ; but the mea- 
fure remained incomplete as long as that too fa- 
mous fociety flill exified in the other catholic 
countries, and, efpecially, as long as it was ac- 
knowledged and protected by the Holy See. 
Clement XIII. had converted fome of its mem- 
bers into powerful and dangerous inftruments, 
"that had well nigh occafioned a fchifin in the 
' vol. i. a 
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church, and embroiled all Europe j or, rather, the 
Jefuits had made of the pontiff, who was a man 
more weak than wicked* the blind inftrument of 
their fanaticifm and ambition. It was in agitation 
to lay the axe to the trunk of that immenfe tree, 
which threw its baleful fhadow over a great 
part of the Chriftian world, and of which the 
widely-fpreading roots extended even under the 
pontifical chair. Cardinal Ganganelli appeared 
to have juftly appreciated this dangerous fo- 
ciety. His found judgment Ijad not been im- 
paired by his abode in a cloifter, nor by the ho- 
nours of the Roman purple. He was prudent 
and conciliating ; and feemed to unite two qua- 
lities feldom found together, courage and mo- 
deration. The family of Bourbon was in hopes 
of obtaining from him the entire deftruttion of 
the Jefuits. Their minifters had indeed made it 
a tacit condition of his. elevation to the papal 
throne, particularly the Spanifh ambaffador, 
Don Jofeph Monino, afterwards created count 
of Florida Blanca. Of an a£Uve and perfevering 
difpofition he earneftly endeavoured to remove 
Ganganelli’s doubts, to combat his fcruples, and 
to quiet his alarms. He had long to druggie 
againft the endlefs intrigues of the party which 
he wifhed to fubdue, and which had numerous 
and powerful adherents, particularly at Rome. 
At length, on the 2 1 ft of July, 1 773, he obtained* 
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or rather extorted, the famous bull, motu propria , 
which pronounced the extinction of the fociety 
. of 'Jefuits. At the moment of figning it, Cle- 
ment XIV. ftill hefitated, and faid, as if with a 
foreknowledge of his fate, I know very well that 
I am about tojign my death-warrant j but no matter : 
the die is caft. 

From that day, fatal to him as well as to the 
, Jefuits, GanganeHi lived a prey to every kind of 
anguith. The fanatics endeavoured to excite 
the people to revolt ; and threats were held out 
of an attempt upon his life. His health Vifibly 
declined : reaffured, however, by the minifters 
of the two crowns, his courage occafionally re- 
vived; and in the month of April, 1774, he 
announced to the Confiftory, for the following 
year, the jubilee, which fince the time of Six- 
tus V. had been regularly celebrated four times 
in a century. The celebration of it was reserved 
for another, Clement XIV. departing this life 
on the aad of September following. His death 
did not excite the public regret to which he 
had fo many claims. The Jefuits and their par- 
tifans had the infolence to celebrate it as a 
triumph ; the people, who appeared to behold it 
with unconcern, accufed him of having fuffered 
himfelf to be deceived by his fecret advifers ; 
while the majority of the cardinals ftill refented 
his figning of the bull, and complained, almoft 

a 2 
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without exception, that he had withheld from 
them every mark of confidence. 

A report was foon fpread that poifon had put. 
an end to his days. Though prudently contra- 
di£ted by the phyficians who had attended him 
during his illnefs, it gained credit from the in- 
difcretion of the furgeons, who made no fcruple. 
of declaring that his body had fallen to pieces as 
foon as deprived of life. Now that the fafts, fliel- 
tered from the paflions which. diftor ted them, 
are more eafily afcertained, it appears incon- 
teftable that poifon was really adminiftered to. 
Ganganelli. The cardinal de Bernis entertained 
no doubt of it, • as more < than one foreigner, 
who knew him at Rome, can teftify. Gorani, 
on the contrary, maintains that Clement XIV. 
died in confequence of the terror with which he 
was ftruck, after having figned what he called 
his death-zvarrant. He muft, however, permit- us 
to prefer to his teflimony that of . individuals 
who were about Ganganelli’s perfoh, even tq 
the laft moments of his life ? and who could have 
no motive for the invention of an atrocious 
crime. The enemies of Clement XIV. had* Qh 
the contrary, ftrong reafon? to deny a fa£h which 
rendered him interefting, by holding him up as a 
vi£Hm facrificed to the fury of party ; and it 
appears, that it is from that fufpicious fource 
that Gorani has drawn his notions concerning 
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Ganganelli. He calls in queftion the authenti- 
city of the letters which were publiflied in his 
name j arid pretends that they could never be the 
p’rodu£tions pf a man who was imbued indeed 
with theological ideas, but whofe information 
upon all other fubjefts was very much confined. 
We think we can venture to aflert, that in this 
refpeft Gorani is deceived. Thofe who were in- 
thriately acquainted with Ganganelli, and among 
them this fame cardinal de Bernis, who was an ex- 
cellent judge of men and things, have often af- 
firmed that they have Teen the originals of the 
letters publilhed by Caraccioli and that it was 
eafy to recognife in them the principles profefled 
by the pope, his philofophical ideas, 'and his very 
manner of exprefling them. However this may 
be, fome time before his death, the moment of 
which more than one cardinal could, perhaps, 
have predifted to a certainty, the Sacred Col- 
lege, animated by a fpirit, which moft afluredly 
was not the Holy Ghoft, bufied itfelf in intrigues; 
in order to feat a pontiff more favourable to 
its views upon the papal throne. The great 
ritajority was compofed of thofe zelrnti, or zeal- 
ous priefts, who, wall be feen in the fequel of .this 
work playing a principal part during the pon- 
tificate of Pius yi. Taken in the mafs, they 
formed the party oppofed to that of the two 
crowns j hut there vveire among them a great 

B 3 
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many gradations of character. Some, and it wat 
the ftnaller number, were zealous from a blind 
fanaticifm, which was capable of leading them 
into the greateft exceffes : others, from a cold 
conviction, productive of obftinacy, but not of 
religious rage: the greater part were zelanti 
from intereft and pride. They flood forth as the 
ftrenuous defenders of ecclefiaftical immunities, 
becaufe they partook of the power and fplen- 
dor thence, accruing to the Holy See ; and be- 
caufe the maintenance of thofe immunities 
brought into the apoftolic coffers treafures 
which compofed a part of their patrimony. It 
would have required no common effort of philo- 
fophy to rid them of their attachment to max- 
ims which infured them homage, power, and 
gold. Was it in the Sacred College, even at the 
end of the eighteenth century, that philofophy 
could hope to find an afylum ? 

It contained then, at the death of Ganganelli, 
furious zelanti , , fuch as the Rezzonicos, and the 
Torrigianis ; and moderate zelanti, fuch as the 
Albanis and the Colonnas. Some of them were 
accefHble to reafon, others to fear, and almofl all 
were more or lefs attached to the Jefuits. How 
indeed could it be otherwife ? The Jefuits were 
the molt ftrenuous fupporters, the moil artful 
apologifts, and the moft devoted fervants of the 
Holy See. Deprived' of their fupport, it re- 
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fembled a defpot after the dilbanding of his prae- 
torian guards. They may be faid indeed to have 
been the nobility of the papal monarchy. It was a 
truth confufedly felt every where ; a truth which 
the rlluftrious Montefquieu had been the firft 
clearly to exprefs ; and which experience has 
fince evidently demonftrated, that there was no 
monarchy without its noblejfe. We have ac- 
cordingly feen, that after the abolition of the 
order of Jefus the papal authority perceptibly 
declined ; and it is, perhaps, ftill more to that 
caufe, than to the progre'fs of knowledge, that 
we may attribute its rapid and eafy over- 
throw. 

This was well underftood by the zelanti, and 
the numerous party of which they were the chiefs. 
It was not, however, that they all entertained a 
wilh to refufcitate the defunct fociety. All were 
fond of its maxims, and the bofoms of all retained 
a mixed fen t indent of regret and hope. But 
there were fome, who, prudent from timidity, 
and moderate from their natural difpoiition, 
would have been frightened at the violent means 
that muft neceflarily have been employed to 
reftore all at once to the Holy See its mod ef- 
fe£tive f fupport $ at the ftruggles that would 
have taken place between the pope and 
the temporal fovereigns ; arid at the calamities 
that would thence have refulted to the church. 

b 4. 
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They wiflied to leave to time, to refte&ion, and 
to the gradual abatement of the rancorous paf- 
fions, the, care of bringing about the defired re- 
volution ; permitting themfelves only to accele- 
rate the moment of it by feeret intrigues, and by 
all thofe artful manoeuvres which priefts, and 
Italian priefts efpecially, fo well knew how to 
employ. 

It was among thefe minor canons of the zelanli, 
if the expreffion may be allowed, that cardinal 
Brafchi took his feat. Hitherto he had not 
been fufficiently important to excite in any 
party either fentiments of ftrpng affe&ion, or of 
infurmountable diflike. He was a man of fenfe ; 
poffeffed information of a certain kind ; and, in 
his office of treafurer of the Apoftolical Chamber, 
had proved himfelf not altogether deftitute of 
talents. His face , was remarkably fine, and 
his perfon Commanding ; external advantages, 
which, though not always ferviceable to their 
poffeffor, are never prejudicial — fuch were his 
claims to attention. He was the pupil of Bene- 
dift XIV. : this furnilhed a favourable prefump- 
tion of his prudence. He had been invefted 
with the purple by Clement XIII., the laft of 
the fanatical popes : this was a reafon for his 
not appearing formidable to the ze/anti, and' 
even for his allowing them ftjll to retain theit* 
hopes, 
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'The rekder will not be forry to be made ac- 
quainted with the judgment formed of him, 
when there was as yet no appearance of his being 
elevated to the papal throne, by a perfon equally 
diverted of odious prejudices, and blind par- 
tiality ; a man not lefs eftimable on account of 
his moderation and fagacity, than remarkable 
for the brilliant qualities of his mind : in faying 
this, we fufficiently indicate the cardinal de 
Bern is. 

This judgment will befides have the merit of 
cbmprifing a fummary of the life of Pius VI. 
till his exaltation, as well as that of enabling us 
to compare his pontificate with the opinion that 
had been previoully formed of his chara£ter. 

' “ John Angelo Brafchi was born at Cefena. 

on the 27th of December, 1717. The favours 
of Benedift XIV. opened to him the road to pre- 
ferment.- Having employed M. Brafchi iii 
the management of certain affairs, he rewarded 
him with a canonry of St. Peter’s, by means 
of which he procured himfelf a place ' in the 
prelature. Clement XIII. afterwards appoint- 
ed him auditor of the Camerlingo * , and fhortly 

* The place of CamerVingo was one of the raoft diftinguifhed 
at thp court pf Rome, but it was merely honorary, and almoft 
a finecure. The cardinal Camerlingo was nominally the chief- 
purveyor of ftreets and fountains, and put his fignature at the 
bottom of all public a£ts relative to the finances. He -was 
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after treafurer of the Apoftolical Chamber*. Al- 
though his talents are generally admitted, people 
have not been wanting to attribute fo rapid a 
fortune to the favour of the Jefuits, to whom it 
was even faid that he had been too complaifant. 
It appears that the prefent pope f, after having 
bellowed upon him a cardinal’s hat, has not 
continued to Ihew him the fame marks of con- 
fidence as before his promotion ; a change, upon 
which the enemies of the cardinal have not 
failed to put an unfavourable conftru£lion. No 
one can deny that he is poflefled of a great deal 
of aflivity, and of confiderable knowledge of a 
variety of kinds. Whatever may be the motive 
that has for fome time reduced his credit to the 
mere refpe£t due to the rank he occupies, it 
is not fuppofed that he is of a difpofition 
long to remain quiet in that neglefled ftate. 
He has fufficient fagacity to find opportunities 
of rendering himfelf neceflary; or at leaft to pro- 
cure himfelf a certain degree of confideration. 
It is true, that his reputation of being too enter- 
prifing will always be very prejudicial to him. 
He is, however, a man whofe influence in a con- 
clave is not to be defpifed.” 

confidered as the principal mini Her of the Apoftolical Cham- 
her 3 but the real minifter of the finances was the treafurer. 

* We fhall hereafter explain the nature of the Apoftolical 
Chamber. 

f Clement XIV. was then alive. 

/ 
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Hiis brief notice of the life and chara&ef of 
Pius VI. before his promotion to the pontificate, 
-is worthy of remark in more refpedts than one. 
It proves, that nothing at that time announced 
him as likely to be thought of for the papal dig- 
nity ; and that one of the moft powerful cardinals 
felt for him neither a decifive averfion nor re- 
gard. It proves, above all, that before he was 
feated in St. Peter’s chair, he was but imper- 
fectly known. In this portrait, drawn by an 
impartial and enlightened hand, we fcarcely 
find a trace of any of thofe defeCts which 
have by turns devoted him to ridicule and ha- 
tred, and of which we are about to fee the deve- 
lopement in the picture of his pontificate. So true 
it is, that the good and bad qualities of molt men 
are called forth, if not created, by circuroftances j 
or, rather, that what is a flight defeCt in one 
fituation becomes a ferious mifchief in another. 

Nothing then at the death of Clement XIV. 
announced that cardinal Brafchl could become 
his fucceffor. The minifters of the two crowns 
-were only fenfible, that it would be impoflible for 
them to make a choice exaCtly conformable to 
their wifhes. They had it in. their power to dic- 
tate the exclufion of a few candidates only ; but 
they were afraid of being too lavifh of that violent 
remedy. Among the cardinals, whofe elevation 
thfey would have defired, fome, like Stoppani, 



pigitized by 



)og!e 




who in the laft conclave had been the principal 
competitor of-Ganganelli, were verging upon de- 
crepitude; others, like Conti and Simoni, although 
endowed with talents, and profeffing moderate . 
principles, did not infpire complete confidence j 
while others, fuch as Malvezzi, Negroni, and Ze- 
lada, who were diftinguithed by their abilities 
and the wifdom of their opinions, had manifefted 
their obfequioufnefs to the two crowns, and their 
averfion to the Jefuits, too ftrongly, not to be ex- 
cluded by a great majority of the Sacred College. 
Almoft all the others were either dellitute of ca- 
pacity, or very fufpicious on account of the views 
they were fuppofed to entertain. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Details concerning the Conclave of 1774. 

We have juft fecn what was the ftate of par- 
ties when the conclave opened on the 5 th of 
October, 1774. 

From that yery day the faction of the zelanti 
endeavoured to carry, as by aflault, the ele£tion 
of one of its faithful adherents, cardinal Co- 
.lonna Pamphili. He was not, by a great deal, 
the mod furious of the party : had he been fo, 
the zelanti would never have dared to propofe 
him ; but they thought him proper to fecond 
their views under cover of his apparent modera- 
tion. He was not one of thofe whofe formal ex- 
clufion the minifters of the two crowns would 
have infilled upon ; but they were averfe to his 
pretenfions: they wilhed, befides, to gain the 
time neceffary to ftrengfhen their party by the 
arrival of feveral cardinals, who were expected 
from France, Spain, Portugal* and the reft of 
Italy. This was exa£lly what the zelanti dreaded. 
The cardinal de Bernis and Don Jofeph' Mo- 
nino were obliged, more than once, to aflame a 
very energetic tone, in order to reftrain their 
impatience ; while the court of Lilbon, where 
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the imperious Pombal flill domineered, fpoke to 
them upon the fubjedfc in threatening terms. 

Thus was the conclave, from the firft moment 
of its opening, the feat of cabals : every day a new 
plot was laid, difcovered, and defeated. Under 
the malk of decency and refpett, and while the 
different parties hypocritically invoked the af- 
Mance of the Divine Spirit, the mod worldly 
perfidy was reciprocally and profufely put in 
pra£tice. “ Nothing can be more impofing,” , 
faid a perfon wjio was eye-witnefs to thefe in- 
trigues, to his correfpondent, “ nothing can 

prefent a more edifying exterior than the re- 
“ gularity, the piety, and the apparent modera- 
“ tion of the Sacred College ; but I can fay 
“ with truth, that under this facred veil every ho- 
** neft man muff grieve to fee fo much falfehood, 
“ ftratagem, equivocation, and deceit. Here all 
“ the paffions are united and concentrated ; and, 
“ in the prefent circumftances, derive additional 
" ftrength from the revengeful fury of the 
“ Jefuits’ party, and from the difcontent that 
** prevailed during the lad pontificate. 0 

The Sacred College, however, while granting 
to the minilters of the two crowns the refpite 
upon which they fo ftrongly infilled, made re- 
peated trials of its ilrength, and often counted 
the votes of the different parties. Every day 
there was at lead one ballot, which had no other 
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refult than a very fmall majority in favour of 
foroe of- the cardinals. In thefe coups <TeJJai 
Mark Anthony Colonna obtained the greateft 
number of fuffrages. He was enlightened, vir- 
tuous even to aufterity, but attached to the 
Jefuits, and confequently could not be agree- 
able to the .catholic courts. On the other 
hand, he enjoyed too much confideration, and 
was of too illuftrious a family for the prevailing 
faction to think ferioufly of making him pope. 
He ferved then, properly fpeaking, to, trifle away 
time. This game was played for feveral months, 
during which Brafchi never obtained more than 
a Angle vote, and even that was at diftant inter- 
vals; nor did cardinal de Bernis, nor the mini- 
fter of Spain, yet forefee in favour of whom the 
majority would definitively unite. Brafchi was be- 
gining only to gain countenance among the par- 
tifans of the Jefuits, without whofe fupport he 
felt that it would be impoflible for him . to at- 
tain the papacy. He perceived no figns of his 
being perfonally difagreeableto the two crowns ; 
he had even been living for a long time paft in a 
kind of intimacy with their minifters ; and it is not 
unlikely that he now began to entertain fome 
faint hope of fuccefs. 

While in expe&ation of the arrival pf the car- 
dinals, for whofe prefence they were obliged to 
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wait, the zelahtt redoubled their intrigued 
Their molt aclive agent was cardinal J. B. Rez- 
fconico, nephew of the too famous Clement XIII. 
His talents did not go beyond mediocrity; but 
he had the memory of his uncle to revenge; 
wilbed to ferve the caufe of the Jefuits; and par- 
took in fome degree of the credit of his brother, 
the cardinal Carrier lingo. He was therefore one 

of the moll powerful inftruments of that party, 
of which the two cardinals Colonna were the 
rood confpicuous, but not the mod dangerous 
chiefs. Immediately under the Rezzonicos and 
the Colonnas, flood Cajlelli, a fincere enthufiafl, 
whofe amiable qualities were fpoiled by a large 
portion of obftinacy ; Bofchi, a man of talents, 
of a gentle and infinuating difpofition, but who 
had figned the famous brief againft the Infant of 
Parma, and who thereby found himfelf engaged 
in the caufe of the zelanti ; Paracciani, enlight- 
ened, but infincere, and folely calculated for 
intrigue ; Buffalini , artful, acute, and enjoying 
great confideration ; with feveral others, who 
played a Iefs confpicuous part, but who, although 
in the back ground, rendered effential fervices 
to the party. The two crowns then had againft 
them both numbers and talents ; and it required 
nothing lefs than their political preponderance, 
and the capacity of their two principal agents. 
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to infure their fuccefs. Eren 'with thofe advan- 
tages, it was long difputed, and at laft was incom- 
plete. They were obliged, as we are about to 
fee, .to capitulate with difficulties. 

The lang-expefcted cardinals at laft arrived, 
and from that moment the fcene began to 
change. It was time to puj an end to the farce 
which the zelanti were playing, and for the 
conclave to think ferioufly of making a choice. 
Out of thirty-feven cardinals prefent, fixteen 
were in the .intereft of the two crowns. This 
was enough to prevent the ele£Hon of a pope, 
decidedly hoftile to their views ; but as the 
laws of the conclave require a majority, con- 
fifting of at leaft two thirds of the votes, it 
was not enough to enable them to difpofd 
of the tiara as they pleafed. Befides, the 
catholic courts were not even agreed among 
themfelves ; that of Spain fupporting Pallavicini, 
a near relation of its prime minifter, the duke 
of Grimaldi; and Auftria favouring Vifconti, 
who had been nuncio at Vienna. 

But thefe two cardinals had nothing elfe to 
recommend them to the notice of the Sacred Col- 
lege ; while Brafchi, who had difcovered confi- 
derableikill in conciliating the favour of both par- 
ties, and who feemed to have lefsobjeftions to fear 
than any other, was powerfully aided by the zeal, 
and addrefs of cardinal Giraud, who had been 
pope’s nuncio in France. The cardinal de Bernis 

VOL. i. c 
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alfo reprefented him to his court as an eligible 
candidate, provided no better could be found ; 
and as great reliance was placed upon his dif- 
cernment, his opinion met with no oppof\tion. 
The infinuations of cardinal Giraud were liftened 
to by J. F. Albani, dean of the college, whofe 
charafter at all times gave him weight j and 
who derived particular influence from his place 
during the vacancy of the Holy See. The mini- 
fters of France and Spain augured well of his ca- 
pacity and even of his intentions. Don Jofeph 
Monino, without giving up Pallavicini, thought 
with the cardinal de Bernis, that Brafchi, al- 
though a creature of the Rezzenicos, would 
abftain from all innovation upon the meafures of 
Clement XIV. ; but the Portuguefe minifter 
was of opinion that his attachment to the Jefuits 
was incurable, though pretty well difguifed ; 
apd that was ftill at Lilbon a crime of the deep- 
eft die. Corfini, the minifter of the court of 
Vienna, had formerly had a quarrel with him, 
the remembrance of which was deeply rooted in 
his mind. This double oppofition occafioned 
the dereli£tion of a projeft, that as yet was but 
in embryo; and all the brilliant hopes that Braf- 
chi had indulged for feveral days, were com- 
pletely done away. His name fcarcely reap- 
peared in the following ballots ; and the year 
1774 terminated in the midft of uncertainty. 
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Bemis began to fear that the influence of the 
two crowns would, foon be reduced to little or 
nothing. He even forefaw. the poflibility of a 
Choice being made in direft oppofition to their 
views ; and demanded inftruftians how to aft 
upon fuch an event. 

The cardinals could fee no end to the pro- 
longation, of the conclave. They recollected 
with difmay, that, the. eleftion of Beriedift X1Y. 
was . the 'refu.lt of fix months confinement. 
Several, who were a prey to difeafe and to ennui, 
the moft cruel of all maladies, came out of their 
cells ; and even thofe who made a paftime of 
intrigue, began to lofe all patience. 

Some turned their thoughts to cardinal Mi- 
■ gazzi, archbUhop' of Vienna, againft whom 
ftrong prejudices exifted at Rome, previoufly 
to his arrival ; but who feemed to place a con- 
. fidence in the minifters of the two courts ; 
and began to make fome progrefs in their efteem. 
He was weakly fupported. Others thought of 
Borromeo, a man of fenfe, but of a rough temper 
. and original turn of mind. He was befides too 
much devoted to the Jefuits. Others propofed 
| Caraccioli ; but he was full of fcruples, attached 
to bulls, and difliked by the two crowns. Their 
minifters regretted Brafchi : they founded him ; 
and Brafchi affefted indifference. 

Monino recurred to - Pallavicini, and Bemis 
c 2 
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feconded him ; but Pallavicini Excited very little 
•intereft. They had next fome thoughts of revert- 
ing to Vifconti : he was prudent, gentle, and ti- 
mid ; but his talents were of too humble a kind': 
befides the zelanti obftinately reje&ed every can- 
didate propofed by the two crowns. 

Cardinal Zelada was brought forward, ini or- 
der to reconcile the two fa&ions; a part to which 
he was admirably fuited. It was then agreed 
upon, that each fide ifliould propofe three candi- 
dates ; and the attempt was twice made, and 
as often failed. Cardinal Brafchi diad been 
brought forward by neither fide. 

While this was going on, an aperture was 
.difeovered in. the wall of the conclave; and 
by fome attributed to curiofity; by others to 
intrigue. Neither , of them merited the accu- 
fation. Intrigue, entirely concentrated in the 
conclave, had ,no need of fuel from without ; 
while iiidifcretion left curiofity nothing to de- 
fire. It was much more probable that a defire to 
purloin the plate of the cardinals had occafioned. 
this aperture, which was immediately clofed ; 
and nothing remained but the fufpicions to 
which it had given birth. 

This little incident ferved for a moment to 
beguile the ennui of the conclave, which was 
involved in frelh uncertainty. The minifters of 
•tire two crowns, and the cardinals devoted to 

them. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




21 



them, hefitated for fome time "between Vifconti, 
Pallavicini, and Brafchi. The laft had thirty- 
two votes towards the end of January, which was 
two more than he Wanted. The minifter of 
Spain, before he gave up the point, determined 
to make another effort, and even to exhauft his 
Credit, in favour of Pallavicini ; for the marquis 
de Grimaldi was highly ambitious of the honour 
of having the pope for his coufin-german ; and 
Charles III. who was much attached to his mi- 
nifter, partook of his defire. Catholic by vir- 
tue of his crown, and of a pious difpofition, he 
naturally kept up a clofe connexion with the 
court of Rome, and could not be indifferent to 
the choice of a fovereign pontiff. Befides, as 
Charles III., Grimaldi, and Monino, ftill har- 
boured a ftrong refentment againft the Jefuits, 
the mere fufpicion of belonging to their party 
was enough to infpire them with diflike. The 
court of Verfailles, lefs devout and lefs hoftile to 
the defunft fociety, was not fo fcrupulous. Its 
only with was to do nothing that might too much 
thwart that of Madrid j and the inftru£tions it 
font to Rome amounted to no more. 

Pallavicini faw, however, that the kind exer- 
tions of Spain in his favour produced no effe£t j 
and, either through timidity, modefty, or fear left 
his failure fhould be attended with too much 
tcl4t, teftified, with all the energy of which he 

c 3 
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was capable, that he was affiifted at feeing him- 
felf the caufe of fo much delay. Bernis made 
ufe of the moft earned entreaties in order to 
revive his courage, and to get the better of 
his fcruples. “ We will not fuffer ourfelves 
to be difcouraged,” faid he j “ we will rather re- 
main fix months in our cells, fhpuld it become 
neceffary.” Pallavicini was not to be moved; he 
formally declared that he would refufe the tiara; 
and indicated Brafchi as the moft proper perfon 
to reconcile all parties. Monino, who ferved 
him rather out of duty than affection, yielded 
without much relu£iance to this determination. 
Actuated by a regard for the court of Vienna, the 
minifters of the two crowns made one attempt 
more in favour of Vifconti. The zelanti were 
entirely hoftile to him ; and it was not worth 
while to come to an open rapture, nor even to 
prolong a conclave already fo tedious. At 
length the two principal parties were convinced 
that it was impoflible for them to choofe a pope 
among the cardinals, who were held by them 
refpeftively in the higheft efteem. Bernis and 
Monino, who by means of their talents, and the 
importance of their courts, retained the principal 
influence, were fenfible that, as they could not 
fucceed in fpite of the z^z/rH^became necef- 
fjiry to abandon, the conteft, and choofe from 
among that party one of thofe to whom the twq 
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crowns had the leaft diflike. They reverted 
then to Brafchi, whofe friend cardinal Giraud 
had ferved him with a gre^it deal of zeal. Bemis 
and Monino completed the converfion of Cor- 
fini, the Imperial ambaffador, and of the mini- 
fters of Portugal and Naples; while cardinal 
Zelada negotiated with his ufual dexterity. 
He removed a number of difficulties ; perfuaded 
the zelanti that Brafchi could not be dangerous ; 
and offered to be refponfible to the minifters of 
the two crowns for his moderation, his princi- 
ples, and his faithful obfervance of the engage- 
ments contrasted by his predeceffor. The road 
being thus fmoothed, the cardinals, on the 24th 
of February, proceeded to a ballot, in which 
Brafchi was unanimoufly eleSted. The Sacred 
College, according to cuftom, went immedi- 
ately in a body to kifs his hand in his cell, and 
to pay him that firlt homage to which idolatrous 
fuperftition did not fcruple to give the name of 
adoration. 

■ This narrative Efficiently proves that the 
eleStion of Pius VI. was not preconcerted, and 
that it was much lefs the work of the two 
crowns, than the refult of circumftances. Bemis, 
on entering the conclave-, did not fufpedt that it 
could ever take place ; and when he began to 
defire it, was ftill without hopes. He announced 
it to his court in the following words. 

c 4 
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“ It is thought that cardinal Brafchi will fill 
his high ftation with credit to himfelf : the public 
at leaft has always entertained a favourable idea 
of him ; and nobody denies him information, pi- 
ety, and the mod rigorous probity, from which he 
has never fwerved. While yet a young man, he 
was honoured with the efteem of that enlight- 
ened pontiff, Benedi£t XIV. who opened to him 
the road to preferment. Although he enjoyed a 
high degree of favour during the pontificate of 
Clement XIII. no action was ever imputed to 
him that could juftify a fufpicion of fanaticifm. 
Created a cardinal by Clement XIV. whom fome 
evil-difpofed perfons had prejudiced againfthim, 
he fubmitted filently to his difgrace, and only , 
appeared to recollect the favours he had re- 
. ceived. In the beginning of the conclave he 
beheld with unconcern the proje£t of his elec- 
tion deftroyed almoft as foon as formed. In 
a word, the whole of his conduct indicates 
an honeft man , full of mirage, fortitude, prudence , 
and moderation. There is no anfwering, however, 
for the events which may refult from certain 
circumftances; nor for the change which a top 
great elevation is apt to produce in the mind 
and difpofitidn of the greater part of mankind.” 

— “ God alone can penetrate to the bottom of 
the heart j men can only judge by appearances, 
The reign of the new pope will fhow whether. 
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before his ele&ion, he wore his own face or a 
maflt.” 

Such a horofcope, drawn by fo judicious a 
man as the cardinal de Bernis, was certainly a 
favourable augury. It was very far, however, 
from being juftified by the pontificate of Pius VI. 
Not that before his elevation he wore a mafic 
which he afterwards laid afide. Hypocrify has 
no place among the defers with which he is 
reproached; but the performance of his func- 
tions has held him out in feveral points of 
view, in which the public till then had had no 
opportunity of feeing him. Though weak and 
obftinate by turns, it is ftill more to vanity, of 
which he had hardly been fufpe&ed, when loft 
in the crowd of cardinals, that his faults and 
his misfortunes are afcribable. But it would be 
highly unjuft not to fet down the greater part of 
them to the account of circumftances. Neither 
the firmnefs of Sixtus V. nor the wifdom of Be- 
nedift XIV. would have fufficed to fave the 
bark of St. Peter from the ftorms of which it was 
the fport during his long pontificate, and by 
which it was at laft entirely fubmerged. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pius VI. upon the Papal Throne — His firjl Tranfac - 
tions with Spain and PruJJia. 

TT H E turbulent and capricious people of 
Rome, who, perhaps, refemble the ancient Ro- 
mans in thofe qualities alone, did not at firft 
appear to applaud the ele&ion of Pius VI. 
They regarded him as a pupil of thofe Rezzo- 
nicos, whofe incautious fanaticifm had brought 
the Holy See into circumftances of fuch great 
danger j and applied to him a famous Latin 
verfe, compofed under the pontificate of Alex- 
ander VI. and importing that Rome had always 
been ruined by fovereigns who bore the title 
of Sextus : 

Semper fub S exits ferdita Roma full. 

In effefl, Sextus Tarquinius provoked by his ty- 
ranny the expulfion of the kings of Rome ; Ur- 
ban VI. began the great fchifm of the weft ; 
Alexander VI. aftonifhed Rome and the whole 
world by the enormity of his crimes; and 
Pius VI. has but too well realized the prefenti- 
ment fuggefted by his name. Never did pro- 
phecy appear lefs founded : never was any one 
more punftually fulfilled. 
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The new pope, however, fpared nothing at 
firft that could conciliate the good opinion of 
the public. At the moment when his election 
was proclaimed in the chapel of the conclave, 
he fell on his knees, and offered up his prayers 
to heaven in terms fo moving, that the whole of 
his auditory burft into tears. Venerable fathers, 
faid he, addreffing himfelf to the cardinals, war 
meeting is at an end , ; but how unfortunate is the re fult , 
of it to me ! Was this mere affeftation, or did he 
feel a fecret foreboding of the fate that await- 
ed him ? He diftributed money to the poor ; 
took under his immediate prote£tion a woman 
little favoured with the gifts of fortune, who had 
had the care of his infant years ; and, in his 
firft diftribution of ecclefiaftical favours, gave a 
preference to the rtioft worthy and leaft opulent 
prelates. To thefe benevolent a£ts he added fe- 
veral a£ls of firmnefs. He feverely reprimanded 
the prelate Potenziani, governor of Rome, on 
account of the diforders which he had not taken 
care to reprefs; deprived Nicholas Bifchi, prae- 
fe£t of the annona *, of his penfion, and com- 
pelled him to give, in his accounts; declared 
that he would difmifs all thofe from their em- 
ployments who had acquired them by unworthy 

* A counfellor charged to fuperintend the vi&ualling of 
Rome. We Jhall fpeak hereafter of the annona and of Ni- 
cholas Bifchi. 
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Means ; fared the Apoflolical Chamber, by fup- 
preliRng feveral penfions, an annual expenfe of 
forty thoufand Roman crowns; and promifed 
to make the cardinals his advifers in all affairs 
of ftate. This was recommending himfelf at 
the expenfe of his predeceffor, who had been 
fingularly fparing of his confidence. His whole 
conduCi befpoke him humane, eafy of accefs, 
laborious, and temperate. In a word, his debut 
gained him almoft every heart. But was there 
ever a fovereign who did not begin his career in 
the fame way ? In a new order of things, is there 
any man indeed who is not equally fond of giv- 
ing and of entertaining hopes ? 

H» principal, and mcft difficult part, was that 
which he had to play with the minifters of the 
two crowns, to whom he was indebted for the 
tiara, and with whom he had entered into en- 
gagements fo much the more delicate, as they 
were contradictory to his fecret fentiments ; for 
the whole courfe of his pontificate proved that 
at the bottom of his heart he was a friend 
to the Jefuits. His gratitude was alfo due to 
the zelmti ; and who knows what promifes he 
might not have made them ? He flood therefore 
in a very difficult fituation. On both fides he 
was under the influence of fear, and made alter- 
nate facrifices, according as one or other party 
threatened him with the more imminent danger. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




He was fenfible how much it was his intereft to 
conciliate the favour of the catholic courts, partir 
cularly thofe of Madrid and Verfailles ; but he re- 
membered alfo the. tragical end of Gauganelli. 
Hence thofe variations and meafures apparently 
con trad i£tory. Both parties attributed them to his 
duplicity ; while in fa£t they were only afcribable 
io that ipconfiftency which is fo naturally attend- 
ant upon a want of refolution. Could any thing 
elfe indeed be expected from a man who com- 
bined wcaknefs of power with weaknefe of 
mind ? 

To the cardinal de Bern is, however, be be- 
haved with a degree of Variability, which pro- 
ceeded as much from inclination as from yvant 
,0jf firmpefs. He often afked his advice, and al- 
jjioft always followed it. It even feemed as if 
_he,affe£ted to live in intimacy with him, and to 
•give him public teftimonies of attachment, and 
fometimes of deference. 

It was not enough for the minifters of the two 
crowns to have feated in the chair of St, Peter a 
pontiff on whom they could depend : it was ne- 
.ceffary that the perfons about him fhould be fuch 
; as they approved. This was a condition, a tacit 
one at leaft, of his election. They bad no diffi- 
culty in getting cardinal Pallavicioi confirmed in 
dbe pla/ce of fecretary of ftate, which to them 
was the mpft interefting of all. 
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They would- have wifhed to procure th6 dd- 
tario for cardinal Malvezzi, who had given 
proofs of abilities, of virtue, and of his attach* 
ment to France; but he was too odiOus to the 
z eldnti-, and Berriis, who was always prudent 
and moderate, did not require that Pius VI. 
ihould give them too great caufe of complaint, 
efpecially at the commencement of his career 
Let them, faid he, obtain fome of thofe places, 
more honourable than important, which you have 
at your difpofal ; acquit yourfelf thus of the’ ob- 
ligations you owe them ; but be upon your 
guard againft their counfels. After fome hefi- 
-tation, the datario was given to the worthy car- 
dinal Negroni, whom the two crown's wOuld 
have wifhed to feat in the chair of St. Peter, in 
preference to any one elfe; and the fecretary- 
fhip of briefs to cardinal Conti, an honeft, labo- 
rious, and liberal man, who was much better 
qualified for the place of fecretary of ftate than 
Pallavicini. But on every fide fome little con- 
fideration or other was to be kept in view ; and 
Pius VI. thus paffed the whole of his pontificate, 
fometimes in endeavouring to conciliate the fa- 
vour of the catholic courts, fometimes of his 
benefactors, and ftill more frequently of hrs 
enemies. Hence thofe vacillations, and thofe 
hazardous (teps, which either became a fource 
of regret, or made him the objeCt of reproaches; 
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and hence thofe half meafures which weakened 
authority and inflamed difcontent. 

Scarcely, was he feated on the papal throne, 
when the zelanti, who affefted to confider : him 
as their creature, had caufe of complaint. They 
wilhed him to become the minifter of their 
vengeance, and the redreffer of the pretended 
wrongs of the former reign. Ricci, the general 
of the Jefuits, and feveral other furious partisans 
of the defunfl fociety, had been confined in the 
caftle of St. Angelo; and , a profecution had 
been fet on foot againll them during the preced- 
ing pontificate. According to the zelanti , it 
was proper that the death of Clement XIV. 
fhould put an end to thefe rigorous proceed- 
ings. Pius VI. had the courage to declare, that, 
the ordinary forms of juftice fhould be adhered 
to in regard to the accufed ; but this apparent 
courage was derived from the fear with which 
he was infpired by count de Florida Blanca, who 
would not have fuffered the fmalleft attack to be 
made upon his work. Nothing lefs than the 
firmnefs of that Spanifh minifter was neceffary to 
countervail the influence of the numerous parti- 
fans of the Jefuits ; that is to fay, of all who at 
Rome had either fortune or intereft, with the 
exception of a few cardinals, and of the monaf- 
tic orders, who were jealous of the fociety of 
Jefus. The confequence was, that, during this 
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long pontificate, not fix months pafled without 
fome attempt being made in its favour. Some* 
times endeavours were made to entrap the eafy 
nature of the pope, in order to extort from him 
fome promife or fome equivocal meafure ; at 
others, pamphlets were publilhed fanatically in- 
jurious to the memory of Clement XIV. Every 
thing ferved as a pretence for perfecution, or 
as fuel for animofity. The different paffions 
affumed by turns the mafk of religion, in order 
the more eafily to attain their ends. Even the 
canonifation of faints was made a fort of political 
concern. 

John Palafox, a prelate of the laft century, 
diftinguifhed by his talents and his piety, but 
ftill better known by his quarrels with the mif- 
fionaries of the Jefuits, while he was bifhop in 
Mexico, was become, a hundred years after his 
death, an objeft of contention in the catholic 
church. Recalled to Spain by Philip IV. he 
was promoted to the diocefe of Ofma; led an 
exemplary life ; died with a high reputation of 
fan&ity ; and obtained a place among the beati- 
fied. He would have remained quiet in this 
lower rank of the celeftial hierarchy j but the 
animofity of the court of Madrid againft the Je- 
fuits fuddenly created an intereft iif favour of 
one of their moft inveterate enemies ; and the 
canonifation of the venerable Palafox, which was 
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only calculated to gratify the vanity of his fa- 
mily, or to amufe the leifure of devotees, became 
an affair of ftate. Scarcely had Charles III. ex- 
pelled the Jefuits from his dominions, when he 
requefted it with the greateft earneftnefs. Cle- 
ment XIV. dying without having been able to 
fatisfy the defire of the catholic king, the firft 
mark of obfequioufnefs required of his fucceffor 
was to haften this important decifioni He made, a 
fliow of compliance, but Jefuitical intrigues pro- 
longed delay, accumulated obftacles, and thus 
favoured the fecret repugnance of Pius VI. 
More important affairs called off the attention of 
the court of Spain. Charles III. died, and was 
fucceeded by his fon, who inherited not only his 
throne, but his piety and his prejudices againftthe 
Jefuits. One of the firft requefts that he made of 
the fovereign pontiff was the canonifation of the 
venerable Palafox. The congregation dei riti 
colle6ted all the documents that could throw a 
doubt upon his orthodoxy ; among others his 
correfpondence with the univerfity of Louvain. 
Thefe were valuable materials for the perfonage, 
who, in the ridiculous language of canonifa- 
tions, was called the devil's advocate. The ca- 
bal profited by them ; and Palafox, notwith- 
ftanding the intereft taken by Spain in his poft- 
humous glory, was for a long time reduced to 
VOL. i, d « 
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the humbler honours of beatification; The Je* 
fuits alone were fenfible of thisobfcure triumph. 

They obtained, however, lefs contefted fuc* 
cefies, which proved a fource of trouble to the 
unfortunate Pius VI. whofe fecret withes were 
conftantly at variance with his oftenfible engage* 
ments. Who could have forefeen that the fo- 
ciety of Jefus, banifhed from the countries de* 
voted to fuperftition, would find an afylum and 
undifguifed protection among heretics and 
fchifmatics ? Two fovereigns, perhaps the 
moil diftinguifhed of the eighteenth century for 
their wifdom and talents for government, confi- 
dered it as a kind of point of honour to receive 
into their dominions the wreck of the proferibed 
fociety. They faw in its members neither the 
profeffors of a corrupt lyftem of morality, dan* 
gerous to fubjecls, and ftill more dangerous to 
kings, nor intriguers, making religion ferve 
as the malk and inftrument of their ambition. 
They faw in them nothing but enlightened men, 
proper, in many refpefts, for public inftru&ion. 
Determined to watch over their conduft; to keep 
them within bounds; and to admit them neither 
into their courts nor into their confefiionals, how 
could they look upon them in a dangerous light? 
Such, no doubt, was the reafoning of Frederic 
the Great, and of the Imperial Catherine. 
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Frederic II. who had a great many catholics in 
his dominions, could not avoid keeping up fome 
intercourfe with the Holy See ; and had an 
agent conftantly refident at Rome. This was 
the abbe Ciofani, a man much devoted to the 
fociety of Jefus. His principal with was to re- 
ftore it to its priftine fituation 5 the great objeft 
of his miffion to obtain a decilion concerning 
the eftabiifhment of the Jefuits in fome of the 
provinces of the Pruffian monarchy. Would any 
one believe that the great Frederic intimated to 
the pope, that, as he had not been confulted 
concerning the fuppreflion of the order, he had 
a right to confider that event as never having 
taken plaice, and totally to difregard it, by leav- 
ing the Jefuits in his dominions upon the fame 
footing as before ? It will readily be believed, that 
the abbe Ciofani neither foftened the expreffion 
of Frederic’s difcontent, nor tranfmitted to him 
very faithfully the circumfpedt anfwers which 
he Obtained from the pope. The king of Pruf- 
fia was refolved to retain the Jefuits in his king- 
dom, in order to employ them in the education 
of youth. It w'as of little confequence to him 
whether they were faithful or not to their vows, 
and to the ftatutes of their Order ; but he wilhed 
them to be contented, and to live with him in the 
way mod agreeable to his views. Deceived, no 
doubt, by his agent, or feigning to be fo, he 
s z 
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affirmed* in a public declaration, that the fove- 
reign pontiff would not oppofe the prefervation 
of the fociety in Pruffia ; and when this declara- 
tion was communicated to the pope, the latter- 
faid, according at leaft to the abbe Ciofani, 
“ that it was not in his power to refeind the de? 
“ cifion of his predeceffor, on account of the 
** powerful oppofition of the catholic courts; 

but that he folemtily promifed that he never 
“ would declare . the fociety forming in Pruffia 
“ to be an irregular eftabliffiment.” , 

Informed of this lingular promife, the mini- 
fters of France and Spain reproached Pius VI. in 
the ftrongeft terms, and charged him with du- 
plicity. The pope excufed himfelf in the beft 
way he was able ; pretended that his words had 
been mifinterpreted; and renewed his engage- 
ments. He behaved to his fevere tutors with an 
appearance at leaff of tra&ability ; and never 
fawned more upon the cardinal de Bernis than 
after having received a reprimand. He was 
Hill more afraid of the minifter of Spain, whofe 
court was more peremptory and punctilious than 
that of VerfailJes, and who was himfelf far more 
irritable than the cardinal de Bernis. No won- 
der then if Pius YI. experienced a joyful fenfa- 
tion, which he found it difficult to difguife, when 
M. de Florida Blanca was recalled to Madrid in 
1777, *0 take upon him the principal admini- 
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ftration of affairs. Spain was then reprefented 
at Rome by the duke of Grimaldi, who fuc- 
ceeded count de Florida Blanca, and by the che- 
valier Azara, who had been long in Italy, ho- 
noured with the confidence of his court, to which 
he had fuch a variety of claims. But the pope 
foon faw that he had gained nothing by a change, 
on which he had at firft congratulated himfelf. 
The duke of Grimaldi/an honeft and well mean- 
ing man, but eafy to be milled, and feeing every 
thing with the eyes of his relation Pallavicini, 
appeared to adhere to the party oppofed to the 
two crowns, and infpired it with new hopes. 
But his embafly was little lefs than an honour- 
able retreat, in which it was meant that he 
Ihould enjoy otium cum dignitate. He was fre- 
quently abfent ; but the chevalier Azara did not 
for a moment lofe fight of the Holy See. His 
vigilance and his firmnefs were often trouble- 
fome ; but he joined to his auftere counfels 
marks of kindnels, which conciliated at once 
the good-will and the confidence of the pope ; 
and it may now be faid that his influence, and 
that of the cardinal de Bernis, with whom he alt 
ways lived upon terms of the greateft intimacy, 

' faved Pius VI. from the cqmmiffion of many 
faults, and contributed, perhaps, to delay the 
fubverfion of the papal throne. 

As to the king of Pruflia, he was determined . 
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to, retain the Jefuits in his dominions in forne 
(hape or other. In a letter, which he wrote as 
long ago as the year 1775, to one of the fociety 
then at Breflau, he expreffed himfelf to this ef- 
fect : “ They may depend upon my protection. 
Neither the pope, nor any one elfe, has a right 
to .prefcribe rules for my conduCt. I proroifed 
the Imperial court, in the laft treaty of peace, 
that I would maintain die catholic clergy in the 
Hate in which I found it. I will keep my word; 
and if every one elfe choofes to confult nothing 
but his own pleafure, I, for my part, will drive 
all the reft of the priefthood out of my domini- 
ons, and, keep you Jefuits alone.” A letter 
written to M. d’Alembert, about the fame time* 
when he was recovering frpip an illnefs which 
had nearly coft him his life, contains the follow* 
ing paflage : “ I have lived long enough to fee 
“ ftrange things come to pafs. I have feen the 
“ pope’s foldiers wear my uniform ; the Jefuits 
“ choofe me for their general ; and Voltaire 
“ write like an old woman.” 

It was not, however, out of any malevolent t>b- 
ftinacy that- he protected the Jefuits. “ 1 have,” 
he was accuftomed to fay, “ a million and a 
half of catholics among my fubjeCis. It is of 
“ confequence to me that they ftiould be brought 
“ up ftriCily and uniformly in the religion of 
u their forefathers. The Jefuits have given 
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a proofs of their talents for education ; and it is 
“ only by existing in a' body that their talk can 
“ be properly fulfilled. I am determined, then, 
“ that they fballfo exifl:, upon condition of their 
“ fubmitting, in other refpe&s, to the ecclefi* 
aflical laws which the pope may think fit to 
<c prescribe. ” Pius VI., in order to avoid giv- 
ing offence to the catholic courts, required that 
they fhouM lay afide the habit of their order, 
which they continued to wear in Silefia ; and 
that they fhould abftarn from preaching and ad- 
nuniftering the facrament. At the beginning of 
1776 the bilhop of Breftau communicated to them 
the intentions of the pope, which were alfo 
thofe of the king of Pruflia. They obeyed j but 
new ftorros arofe on their account in the other 
parts- of Europe, where they flattered themfelves 
with the enjoyment of a lefs equivocal exiftence. 
Pius VI. tormented by France and Spain, af- 
firmed from time to time, in regard to the fo- 
ciety, mi intolerant language, which was foreign 
to his heart. Thofe in particular, who were in 
Polifli Pruflia, gave rife to complaints, becaufe 
they continued to live together according to 
monadic rules. But Frederic explained himfelf, 
on this occafion, in fuch a way as to flop the 
pontiff’s mouth : “ I will confent,” faid he, in a 
letter written in 1779 to the bifhop of Culm, in 
wliofe diocefe the Jefuits were eflablifhc 4 ; “ \ 
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will confent to facrifice their name and habit to 
the will of the pope ; but as to the effential part 
of their inftitution it fhall remain untouched, 
and upon the fame footing as in Silefia, in order 
to favour the improvement of the youth com- 
mitted to their care.” 

It was thus that the company of Jefus contu 
nued to exift in Polith Pruffia and in Silefia. 
This was quite enough to prevent the partifans 
of that too-famous fociety from lofing all hopej 
and gave them room to fay — the Jefuits are perfe- 
cted, difperfed, and fuppreffed ; but not anni- 
hilated. The catholic courts familiarifed them- 
felves by degrees with this exception ; but their 
vigilance was only the more active to hinder the 
Jefuits from obtaining farther triumphs. As to 
Frederic II. he readily pardoned Pius VI. the 
tranfient oppolition which he had experienced, 
and with the fource of which he was well ac- 
quainted. He even retained for Iflat pontiff, 
whofe faults were often imputable to himfelf, 
ftill oftener to circumftances, a kind affection, 
which manifefted itfelf on feveral occafions, 
when he faw him engaged in a conteft with Jo- 
feph II., who undertook to make reforms, julti- 
fied by found policy, but afflicting to the church. 
He wrote to M. d’Alembert as follows : “ The 
“ only thing that vexes me is, that all this good 
“ was not done under popes who merited hu- 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




41 



** miliation j and that it fliould have been re- 
“ ferved precifely for the worthy Brafchi ; the 
“ man who has drained the Pontine marlhes.” 
Independently of his perfonal affe&ion for 
Pius VI., he attached more importance to the 
keeping up of a friendly connexion with the 
Holy See than could have been expe&ed from 
a prince fo fuperior to empty formalities. The 
title of king, which the elector of Brandenburg 
had only borne iince the beginning of the cen- 
tury, had not yet been acknowledged by the 
popes ; and he wilhed to, make that acknow- 
ledgment the objett of a fort of negotiation. 
During the time that Pius VI. was at Vienna, 
the baron de Reidefel, the Pruffian minifter 
there, applied for it perfonally to the pope, and. 
obtained it in a private audience. Upon his 
return to Rome, he began to give the title of 
king, in his briefs, to the great Frederic. It 
may be made a queftion, which of the two 
was the mod honoured by this favour ? Count 
Hertzberg, who knew how to fet a juft value 
upon it, as well as his mafter, but who did not,' 
however, deem it unworthy folicitation, thought 
no doubt that it was calculated to increafe the 
king of Pruffia’s confequence in the eyes of his 
catholic fubje&s ; and that nothing, having that 
tendency, ought to be overlooked. . 
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Troublefome Difputes of Pius VI. with Cathe* 
RINE II. 

.AmONG the Angular occurrences that dU 
ftinguifh the end of the prefent century, few are 
more worthy of remark than the violent expul- ' 
fion of the Jefuits by the moll pious monarchs of 
Chriftendom ; their profcription, however re* 
hiflant, by the Holy Seej and the kind reception 
they met with from two philofophical fove-. 
reigns ; one a heretic, and the other a fchifma- 
tie. Frederic the Great, and Catherine II., 
equally intent upon extraordinary things, 
thought they Ihould throw a new ray of glory 
upon their reign, by prote£ling the iliultrious 
viftims of oppreffion ; by welcoming to their do- 
minions men renowned for their talents ; and by 
redreffing the wrongs they had fuffered from the 
Ipirit of perfecution. The motives of their de- 
termination were, perhaps, combined with a 
feeling of ill-will towards thofe pious fovereigns 
who drove away the ableft champions of their 
holy religion, and with a proud defire to prove 
that the dangers, which had ferved as a pretence 
for that important meafure, were fuch as could 
alarm only pufillanimous minds. But they were 
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fiill more drongly impelled by the defire to give 
to public indru&ion, in their refpeftive dates, a 
form which, whatever may fince have been (aid 
of it, had certainly received the fan&ion of ex- 
perience in feveral catholic .countries. They 
were both too wife to take fuch a dep merely 
through malice or out of often tation. 

However this may be, fuch of the Ex-Jefuits 
as had not taken refuge in the ecclefiaftical, date 
had fought and obtained. an afylum in countries 
of which the foyereigns, though independent of 
the church of Rome, reckoned a number of ca- 
tholics among their fubjedts : fome retired to 
Eolith Prudiaj fome to Silefia; and others to 
White Rudia. They were living peaceably in 
the latter province, when a noble Lithuanian, 
bilhop of Mallo in partibus, who was refident at 
Mohilow, with the title of apodolical vifitor, and 
who, from thence, kept up a condant corre- 
fpondence with the numerous friends of the fo- 
ciety at Rome, thought proper mod ftrangely to 
exceed the powers given him by the pope. He 
permitted the Jefuits of White Rudia to take 
novices, in conformity, as he faid, with the in- 
tentions of Clement XIV. and of Pius VI. Pius VI. 
was dangeroufly ill ; and the cardinals, tired of 
the length of his reign (it had already laded 
more than four years), looked to its fpeedy 
flofe. Now was the moment to give, in a 
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diftant quarter, the fignal for the refurreCtion of 
the Jefuits. , Before the demand that would 
have been made could be publicly known, Pius 
VI. would be no more. His fucceffor, what- 
ever his principles might be, would find it a 
fettled thing; it would be reprefented as the 
work of the deceafed pope ; and might, per- 
haps, be refpefted by the catholic courts, who 
would be afraid of expofing the church to new 
dangers. Thofe who were the moft exafperated 
againft the Jefuits were at a great diftance ; and 
their murmurs might be difregarded, and ren-t 
dered of no avail. 

• The event baffled all conjecture. Pius VI. 
recovered; and his convalefcence was greeted 
by the moft fevere remonftrances on the part of 
the minifters of France and Spain. They re- 
proached him with the ambiguous manner in 
which the powers given to the bifhop of Mallo 
had .been worded. That daring prelate was 
born a Calvinift ; turned Catholic at the death of 
his father ; married ; was left a widower ; en- 
tered into holy orders ; began from tha! moment 
to a£t the apoftle; made Warfaw the centre of 
his pious labours ; found means to intereft in 
his favour the Ruffian minifters who were alb 
powerful there; gained the friendfflip of Ga- 
rampi, the pope’s nuncio, a zealous partifan of 
the Jefuits; was, upon his guarantee, and the; 
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formal demand of Ruffia, appointed biffiop in 
partibus ; and immediately affumed the title of 
bilhop of Mohilow and of White Ruffia. Such 
was this adventurer, who played the part of a 
fanatic, though he hardly believed in God. He 
involved Pius VI. in one of the greateft embar- 
raffments which he ever experienced ; prevailed 
upon the Imperial Catherine to efpoufe his caufe 
with a tenacity and haughtinefs which die feemed 
to referve only for affairs of the higheft import- 
ance; and occupied Europe for feveral ' years 
with the confequences of his ignoble intrigue. 

But what could he have done if he had not 
met with powerful fupport even at Rome itfelf ? 
The brief, of which he had made fo improper a 
ufe, had been drawn up by Borgia, fecretary to 
the propaganda, an artful prelate, whofe affec- 
tions were well known ; and (as was often the 
cafe with the precepts of our bifhops) had not 
even been read by Pius VI. His confufion was 
only the greater, and his perplexity not the lefs. 
What could he do to appeafe France and Spain, 
without offending Catherine II., without irritat- 
ing her againft the catholics in her dominions ? 
He was required, however, to difavow in the 
moft formal manner the conduct of the biffiop of 
Mallo, and to threaten him with canonical pe- 
nalties, if he did not haften to recal his mandate. 
Nothing was negle£ted to extort that revoca- 
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tion. Spain folicited it dire&ly at Peterffiurgh, 
where at that moment (he was not in favour, on 
account of the recent ftoppage of fome Ruffian 
Ihips. The imperious Catherine anfwered, 
through the medium of Czernichew, that as the 
king of Spain had, doubtlefs, had his reafons for 
expelling the Jefuits from his territories, ffie had 
her’s for retaining them in her empire. The 
interceffion of the king of Poland was employed. 
Catherine anfwered him in her own hand-writing: 
“ I thank you for your interpofition,” faid ffie ; 
«* but as the affair in queftion is merely oecono- 
" mical, I ftand in need nejther of mediation 
" nor treaty. I am certainly miftrefs in my own 
“ dominions.*' Staniflaus returned to the charge, 
and Catherine replied; " I will maintain the 
“ ordinance of the biffiop of Mohilow, which 
“ has received my approbation ; and if the pope 
" proceed againft him, I will protect him. I 
" will rather confent to a fchifm, than to make 
" any change to the eftabliffiment of the Jefuitg 
" in White Ruffia.” It was not, however, that 
ffie felt any great affe6tion for the Jefuits. She 
knew how little they were 'worth, bating their 
talents for public inftrudion ; but fhe was 
piqued, and. her ill-humour carried her beyond 
the' limits ptefcribed by her intentions, as well 
as by her intereft. 

There was at that time at Warfaw a nuncio 
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(Archetti) of a mild and conciliating difpofition, 
who undertook to difarm the refentmerit of the 
great Catherine, and to fpare the pope any far- 
ther mortification. He obtained permiffion to 
convey to him fome obliging expreffions. 

The courts of Madrid and Verfaillesceafed to 
aft in a direft manner. They were engaged in 
concerns of far higher importance : for this was 
the period in which they were making prepara- 
tions for their war with England. They con- 
tented themfelves therefore with harafling the 
feeble pontiff, who, by dint of temporifing, and 
under favour of circumftances, extricated himfelf 
from this critical fituation better than he could 
have hoped. But how much torture muft he 
have previoufly endured ? 

In confequence of the felicitations of the ca- 
tholic courts, he requefted that the brief for the 
fuppreffion of the Jefuits might be publifhed in 
Ruflia. This was an expedient for annihilating 
the work of the prelate of Mohilow. In order 
to fucceed, he had recourfe to a fyftem of 
wheedling, againft which the great Catherine 
was not entirely proof. Till then the fovereign 
of Ruffia was not confidered by the Holy See as 
invefted with the dignity of emperor. Pius VI. 
wrote to Catherine, and, for the firft time, inti- 
tuled her. Her Imperial Majejly. Her vanity was 
flattered ; her anfwer was kind, and almofl affec- 
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tionate j but die remained inexorable as to tbtf 
brief of fuppreffion. In vain did the pope point 
out to her the example of the king of Pruffia. 
Every fovereign, anfwered {he, is mafter in his 
own dominions ; and never, while I am alive, fhall 
a bull be publifhed in mine. This tranfient fmile 
of benevolence foon gave place to a new parox- 
yfm of ill-humour. Surely nothing but the in- 
fluence of the unlucky planet, under which Pius 
VI. was born, could have engaged him in fuch 
frequent and fuch unpleafant difputes with fchif- 
matic princes, whofe dates were fo far diflant 
from his own. Believing Catherine a little 
foftened, he wrote to her a ceremonious letter, 
to requefl that the archbilhopric of Poloczko, 
which made part of her empire, {hould, accord- 
ing to cuflom, be intruded to an united Greek. 
Catherine, dill piqued at the moledation given 
to her protege , anfwered the pope ; but die did 
it in the Ruflian language, annexing a Greek 
tranflation to her letter j meafuring her anfwer, 
line for line, by the pope’s epidle; concluding in 
the fame words as he had done ; and putting at 
the head of it, Catherine II., emprefs of all the 
Ruffias, to Pius VI. b'tjhop of Rome, and pope in his 
own diflriSl. The contents of this letter were 
anfwerable to the form. It was neither obliging 
to the pope, nor favourable to his requed j to 
which Catherine would accede only upon con- 
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dition that the fee of Mohilow fhouldbe efe£led 
into an archbifhopric, and given to the bilhop of 
Mallo. Hence new fources of chagrin and em- 
barraflment to Pius VI. How was he to extri- 
cate himfelf front this difficulty ? If he kept no 
-meafures with the emprefs he would be the oc- 
cafion of five hundred thoufand united ‘Greeks, 
fcattered throughout the Ruffian empire, being 
loft to the Holy See. But how, on the other hand, 
could he brave the anger of the courts of Ver- 
failles and Madrid, whofe minifters required a 
folemn recantation from the bifhop of Mallo, 
previoufly to his obtaining the favour folicited 
for him by the emprefs ? 

Refolving, towards the end of 1781, to make 
a new attempt to appeafe her wrath, he repre- 
fented to her, in a lamentable tone, that he could 
not, without degrading himfelf, and without in- 
curring a charge of weaknefs and pufillanimity, 
recompenfe a prelate who had dared to put a 
falfe conftru£tion upon one of his briefs, and to 
attack the bull of fupprcffion ; but let him only 
retra&i and he fhould cOnfider it as his duty to 
comply with the defire of the emprefs. At this 
time the journey of the count and countefs du 
Nord was in agitation. Pius VI. teftified the 
concern he took in their welfare ; and recom- 
mended to her the catholics of Ruffia. The 
letter was entirely in his own hand-writing, and 
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full of the mofl flattering exprdfions. It was 
prelate, afterwards cardinal Antonelli, whom 
he had employed to compofe it ; and Antonelli 
was artful and infinuating, and was already in 
poffeflion of the confidence of Pius VI. as much 
as it was poffible for any one to be. 

Catherine, who often blended the coquetry of 
her fex with an imperious difplay of her power, 
began her anfwer by a flattering preamble. She 
fpoke to him of her children j and praifed him 
for his fuccefsful efforts to drain the Pontine 
marihes; and for thus infuring his own glory, 
and the profperity of his dominions j but when 
fhe came to the point, the faid that fhe had 
availed herfelf of her right, in conferring upon 
the bilhop of Mallo the archbithopric of Mo- 
hilow ; that no juft reproach could be brought 
againft that prelate ; and that he had only obeyed 
her like a fubjeft fubmiflive to the will of his 
fovereign. She concluded by foliciting the 
pall* for him, without faying a word of his re- 
cantation. At the fame time we join our voice to 
that of our orthodox churchy which prays God for the 
reunion of all. 

This grave negotiation, which no doubt ferved 
Catherine and her courtiers as matter of amufe- 

* An ornament which the pope fends to arehbithops as * 
mark of their dignity. 
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«nent, was fufpended for fome thne by a fome- 
-what more ferious quarrel between the pope and 
Jofeph H., and by the former’s journey to Vienna. 
The affair, of Mohilow was, however, recalled to 
the recollection of Pius VI. during his ftay in that 
capital. Jofeph fpoke to him with enthufiafm of 
Catherine II. ; exhorted him eameftly to gratify 
her; and pointed out the inutility, and even 
the danger, of refiftance. The poor pontiff re- ' 
turned to Rome, more undecided than ever: 
and on his arrival there was again befet by the 
remonftrances of his tutors, the French and Spa- 
nish minifters. They diftrufted bis firmnefs, and 
even his intentions ; but became fomewhat more 
moderate in their demands, only requiring him 
to addrefs a declaration to each of the two kings* 
Hating anew that he confidered the fuppreffion 
of the Jefuits as irrevocable. 

Pius VI. begged they would be contented 
with the difapprobation he had expreffed of 
the conduft of the bifhop of Mallo, through 
the medium of his nuncio at Warfaw. 

But in the mean time a new incident had oc- 
curred, tending to increafe his perplexity, in an 
affair that had already given him'fo much unea- 
finefs. Catherine II. impatient of delay, per- 
haps vexed at the kind of homage which (he 
had paid to the head of a church diftinCt from 
her own ; excited againft him by Czernichew, the 
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great protestor of the refractory prelate ; by 
prince Potemkin, whom pride and the reft of the 
worldly paffions did not prevent from calling a 
look of kindnefs upon a religious order ; and by 
the harlh and haughty Stackelberg, who was ir- 
ritated by the flighted refiftance ; Catherine II. 
had .granted the Jefuits in her dominions the 
power of electing a vicar-general to prefide over 
the fociety, with all the privileges which that injli- 
tution formerly enjoyed ; provided only that they 
■were compatible with the laws of her empire ; 
and, without waiting any longer for the confent 
of the Holy See, fhe intituled the bilhop of Mallo 
archbilhop of Mohilow, of the Roman church . 

- Stackelberg, on his part, declared, that Cathe- 
rine II. abfolutely refufcd to comply with the de- 
mands of the pope; and that if he did not imme- 
diately fend the pall to the bilhop of Mallo, and 
at the fame time appoint an Ex-Jefuit, towards 
whom Ihe was favourablydifpofed, to be his co- 
adjutor, fne would expel all the catholics from her 
dominions, and profcribe their religion as incom- 
patible with the dignity and authority of fove- 
reigns. The Ruffian minifter, who did not fay a 
Angle word of the appointment of an united Greek 
to the archbilhopric of Poloczko, fent a copy of 
his declaration to Vienna, in order that the court 
of Rome might not fail to be informed of it 
by Garampi, its nuncio. Never was weaknefs 
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'treated by arrogance with a greater want of feel- 
ing. At Warfaw the nuncio Archetti was 
ltruck with confternation ; at Verfailles, and 
even at Madrid, great concern was felt for the 
unfortunate pontiff, who was expiating a 
thoughtlefs moment in fo painful a manner; 
while at Rome enlightened obfervers forefaw the 
approaching fall of a throne, ftripped on every 
fide of thofe illufions in which alone its folidity 
confifted. 

Pius VI. was no longer fenfible to any thing 
but the dread with which he was infpired by 
the diltant wrath of Catherine. He was in 
hopes that the kings of France and Spain would 
be contented with the brief addreffed to each of 
them, by which he declared every thing that 
had been done contrary to the bull of Clement 
XIV. either in White Ruffia or elfewhere, to be 
illegal , abujive, and of no effect ; that the two mo- 
narchs, engaged in concerns of greater import- 
ance, would require nothing more ; and that 
nothing would be wanting to the triumph of 
Catherine’s protege. 

' Nor was this all. It was neceffary to appeafe 
the auguft protetlrefs, Pius VI. wrote to her 
again in the following terms: “ You will have 
fome regard for my dignity ; you will not allow 
it to be faid that one of your fubjeSls has 
offended iqe with impunity. Well, I will 
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fend a miniffer authorifed to convert the fee of 
Mohilow into an archbilhopric, and to deliver 
the pall to the new archbifhop ; but your Impe- 
rial majefty muft fuffer me to add to thefe proofs 
of deference this Angle claufe : without prejudice to 
the rttaxims of the Roman catholic church. 

In the mean time Benilawiki, the Ex-Jefuit,who 
was to be the coadjutor of the new archbifliop, 
fet off for Italy at the beginning of 1783, in or- 
der, as it would feem, to fet the Holy See more 
completely at defiance. In every place through 
which he paffed he flattered his friends with the 
fpeedy fe-eftablilhment of the Jefuits. He 
fhewed refcripts, already of old date, in which 
Pius VI. permitted them to remain in . ftatu quo , 
wherever the bull of fuppreffion had not been 
publifhed. He arrived at Rome, and obtained 
from the pope a firft audience, the particulars 
of which tranfpired, and alarmed the two ca- 
tholic minifters. Cardinal de Bernis endea- 
voured to enforce his old claims upon the tra£ta- 
bility and confidence of the pontiff ; but he found 
him terrified and overawed; and heard him 
make with his own mouth the apology of the 
bilhop of Mallo. Benilawiki was introduced by 
the agent of Ruflia, and recommended. to him 
by count Panin. How then could he do other- 
wife than give him a gracious reception ? 

• As yet, however, Pius VI. was only begin- 
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ning to give way. Benilawflci, who, under the 
meaneft exterior, concealed a great (hare of 
effrontery and addrefs, fpared nothing to intimi- 
date and to corrupt him. He was authorifed by 
the emprefs of Ruffia to require that the pope 
ihould formally acknowledge the Jefuits eftab- 
lifhed in her empire ■, and that he (hould grant to 
thofe who were employed in the ecclefiaftical 
miniftry the fame powers as to bilhops. He 
endeavoured to juftify the bilhop of Mallo in 
every refpeit. Pius VI, deliberated ; drifted his 
ground j and would have yielded but for the 
aufterfe courifels of cardinal de Bemis. Beni-p 
lawlki grew prefling ; declared that he would fet 
off immediately, if kept any longer in fufpenfe, 
and was conftantly at the heels of the pontiff. 
Pius VI. avoided him. The impudent monk 
then declared that he would not ftir from the 
anti-chamber till the pope (hould admit him, 
and acquiefce in all his demands. His vanity 
and imprudence were equal to his effrontery. 
He thought himfelf fo fure of the dignity of pre* 
late, that he purchafed the profs and paftoraj 
ring beforerhand ; had himfelf painted in the 
epifcopal habit ; and boaftpd that he was about 
to be ordained by the pope in perfon. He con- 
ne&ed himfelf clofely with Zaccaria and Am* 
brogi, the two Ex-Jefuits the moft remarkable 
for their fanaticifra ; and held out his foyereign’s 
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rcfentment as a threat. Pius VI. refilled like a. 
man prepared to yield. It was eafy to fee that, 
being in his nature a Have to fear, he only ex- 
changed his dread of the houfe of Bourbon for a 
Hill greater awe of Catherine II.; and that the 
more readily, as the latter fentiraent did not 
ill accord with his fecret affe£Uons. 

In the mean time he received Catherine’s an- 
fvver to his fubmiffive letter ; and his vanity had 
a few moments of enjoyment, which confoled 
him for every thing. The emprefs called him 
mofi puiffant prince ; and thanked him for the good 
grace with which he had been pleafed to bellow 
the pall upon a man of fuch great merit as the 
bilhop of Mallo, whom flie had confirmed arch- 
bifliop of Mohilow, giving him for his coadjutor 
the canon Benilawlki. She would receive, ihe 
faid, the minifter whom his holinefs meant to 
fend to her court, in like manner as flie did the 
ambafiadors of croivned heads . She even fpoke to 
him of the gratitude flie fliould feel in cafe of his 
attending to her requeft ; but all the reft flie 
pafled over in filence. She concluded by fay- 
ing, that (he conftantly addrefled her prayers to 
heaven for the union of the church of Rome 
with her orthodox church. 

■ This return of the emprefs’s favour reftored 
fome little courage to the holy father. He dif- 
mifled Benilawlki politely, but coldly, and with- 
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out having granted any thing to his importunity; 
his dire£t intercourfe with the great Catherine 
exempting him from all necefiity of negotiating 
with her ridiculous agent. 

But immediately afterwards, Archetti, the 
nuncio, received orders to fet off for Peterlburgh ; 
and his million gave rife to a new ftorm. The, 
bilhop of Mallo had accompanied Potemkin to 
the Crimea. He was fent for to Peterfburgh, 
where he found Archetti, who was difpatched 
thither principally on his account by the pope. 
A nuncio at the extremity of the Baltic fea, ac- 
credited at the court of a fchifmatic, and, what 
was worfe, a philofophical princefs 1 This was in- 
deed a novel fpe&acle ; and Archetti might have 
faid, like a certain doge of Genoa, the mod re- 
markable thing I fee at Peterlburgh is to fee 
myfelf there. He was at firft well received; 
but it foon appeared that he exprefied himfelf 
with too much bitternefs when fpeaking of the 
Jefuits, He was alfo blamed for going to enve- 
nom his hatred againft them in the fociety of the 
Spanith minifter. From the very outfet the ne- 
gotiation was obftruSted by a number of little 
difficulties ; Catherine II. wilhing to obtain 
evejry thing from the pope before Ihe granted 
him any thing whatever. In the firft place it 
was neceffary to attend to the confecration of 
the new archbilhop of Mohilow. Archetti 
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being qneftioned relative to the kind of oath 
which that prelate would be expected to take, 
anfwered, that he muft fwear not to tolerate here - 
tics and fchifmatics. However ftrange fuch a 
condition may appear, it exifted in the nuncio’s 
inftruftions ; from which he could not venture 
to depart. He was bluntly told, that thofe 
inftru&ions betrayed a want of fenfe and of reflec- 
tion ; that it was ridiculous to impofe upon a 
fubje£t the obligation of perfecting thofe who 
Jived under the fame fovereign as himfelf and 
that as long as fuch a thing was in queftion, the 
emprefs would not appoint an 'united Greek to the 
fee of Polockzo. At length, however, every 
thing was arranged. The nuncio was autho- 
rifed to pafs over the ridiculous oath in filence ; 
and Mohilow was ere&cd into an archbilhopric, 
and conferred by the emprefs upon the bifhop 
of Mallo. Archetti extolled him to the Ikies, 
and confecrated him, as well as his coadjutor, 
Benilawlki; and, in all thefe formalities, the 
name of the Jefuits was not once pronounced. 
The only thing that Pius VI. did for the fatisfac- 
tion of the catholic crowns, who were pleafed 
to infill upon no more, was formally to except 
all the religioas orders, whofe,. exiftence and 
inftitution were not approved of by the Holy 
See, when he was renewing the powers; of the 
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new archbifhop of Mohilow, in regard to the 
regular clergy of his vaft diocefe. 

The Jefuits, neverthelefs, confidered Archet- 
ti’s million as a triumph. The vicar-general of 
that order dying in the courfe of 1785, they 
inferted a notice of it in the Warfaw Gazette, 
accompanying it with all the details of their 
eftablilhment in Ruflia ; and obferving that the 
bull of fuppreffion could have no effett in the 
ftates in which it had not been publiflied. The 
next year they did more. To all the libels which 
they had circulated, in order to frighten fome, 
and to revive the courage of others, they added 
a new one, in which they endeavoured to prove 
the continuation of their fociety in White Ruflia, 
and infinuated that the Holy See favoured their 
fuccefs. 

The catholic courts renewed their complaints, 
and obtained nothing but vain proteftations. 
The pope began to be familiar with war; and 
appeared little moved by the intrigues of the Je- 
fuits, or by the accufations to which they gave 
birth. Without offending the crowns, with which 
he wifhed to remain in amity, in too dire£t a man- 
ner, he had reconciled himfelf to the great Cathe- 
rine ; and had kept up a political connexion with 
her in the face of all Europe. He had infured her 
powerful proteflion to five hundred thoufand of 
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his flock, loft in the vaft empire of Ruflia. His 
vanity was gratified, his confcience was at 
reft. 

The emprefs of Ruflia, who loft no oppor- 
tunity of throwing eypry kind of luftre upon her 
reign, pleafed herfelf with the idea of feeing a 
prelate feated in the Sacred College upon her 
recommendation. Archetti, the nuncio, had been 
fent to her court upon a million, with the refult 
of which Ihe had reafon to be fatisfied. A car- 
dinal’s hat was to be his reward. She requefted 
the pope to bellow one on him j but he was fear- 
ful of offending the catholic powers, who alone 
had the right of nominating cardinals. Some fu- 
tile diftinftions, however, faved their pretenfions j 
and Archetti was appointed cardinal out of the 
regular courfe, while he was ftill at Peterlburgh, 
Catherine conceived the whimfical idea of in- 
vefting him with the fcarlet with her own hand. 
Scrupulous perfons were fcandalifed at the idea ; 
but, at Rome in particular, there are ways of com- 
ing to a compromfe with heaven. A fchifmatic 
princefs inveft a nuncio with the injignia of the 
cardinalate ! And why not, faid the fubtlc rea- 
foners, who would not have been forry to fee 
this new honour conferred upon the Sacred Col- 
lege: the cardinalate is a dignity , and ■ not a cha- 
racter. 
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The vanity of the college was, however, de* 
prived of this little triumph ; Archetti, on his 
return to Warfaw, receiving the hat with the 
ufual formalities. Catherine had manifefted, in 
the promotion of cardinal Archetti, that perfe- 
verance which the employed in all her enter- 
prizes. She fpared nothing to overcome the op- 
pofition which (he dreaded on the part of the 
catholic crowns* and the ftill more formidable 
weaknefs of the fovereign pontiff. M. Markow 
was beginning to acquire the favour of the em* * 
prefs, and did not avail himfelf of it in the moft 
modeft manner. She fent him on a miffion to 
the pope. When Pius VI. heard of that nego- 
tiator’s arrival in Italy, he felt an emotion of 
alarm, expecting from Catherine II. nothing but 
extravagant demands. Was fhe preparing for 
him fome new embarraffment ? He already 
feared left, to fill up the meafure of his humilia- 
tion, the Ruffian envoy fhould be charged to fo- 
licit a cardinal’s hat for the new archbifliop of 
Mohilow. He was deceived. The object of 
Markow’s miffion was merely to urge the pro- 
motion of Archetti to the cardinalate. As foon 
as it was determined upon, prince Yafoupoff was 
fent to Rome to thank the pope. He ftaid there 
feveral months on another account. He was ex- 
tremely defirous of executing a projeft con- 
ceived long before ; a projeft of which the exe-*. 
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cution would have Battered the pride of Cathe- 
rine, and have gratified the vanity of Pius VI. 
Hill more than his piety : this was the union of 
the Greek and Latin churches, to which there 
feemed no great objection ; but the low pafiions 
often triumph over interefts of the higheft im- 
portance j and the attempt failed, like all thofe 
that had preceded it. 

The difputes of Catherine II. with the fbve- 
vereign pontiff had, at leaft, reftored a fort of 
exiftence to the Jefuits. They affected to con- 
fider the fervice fhe had rendered them as more 
important than it really was. Faithful to the 
ambitious plans which followed them beyond 
the tomb, thefe priefts, who flattered the earthly 
powers when they could neither terrify nor fub- 
jugate them, continued during the whole courfe 
of her reign to worfhip her as their benefafitrefs. 
In the year 1780, when fhe made a journey to 
Mohilow, and condefcended to vifit the college 
for which they were indebted to her munifi- 
cence, they received her with the ftrongeft de- 
monftrations of gratitude. In the Latin dif- 
courfe, which they addrefled to her, the verfes, 
commemorative of the afylum their fociety had 
found in her dominions, were particularly noticed: 

Tot pulfata malis, tot tempeftatibus a£ta, 

Expoliata bonis, patris fedibus exful, 

‘ Felix quod mediis hunc portum nafta procellis. 
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In faS, the Jefuits were conftantljr protected 
in the afylum that had been granted to them at 
Mohilow, Polockzo, See. They lived there ac- 
cording to their monaftic rules ; they were allowed 
to take novices ; their colleges were frequented 
by young men of the moll diftinguilhed families 
in Lithuania and Ruflia; and nothing was want- 
ing to their complete refurre£lion, the objeft of 
all their hopes and of all their intrigues, but the 
formal acknowledgment of Pius VL It was, in 
the midft of his vexatious negotiation with the 
emprefs of Ruffia, on account of the archbilhop 
of Mohilow, that the grand duke and grand 
duchefs made their appearance in Italy. This 
afforded him a favourable opportunity of con- 
ciliating, by their means, the gcfod-will of their 
mother. Such vifits were always agreeable ; and 
this might be ufeful to him. He redoubled his 
attentions to the illuftrious foreigners. Although, 
they travelled incognito under the title of count 
and countefs du Nord, he ordered the moft 
diftinguilhed honours to be paid them in all the 
cities of his dominions. They arrived at Rome 
on the 4th of February 1782. On the follow- 
ing morning, when, according to cuftom, he 
was defeending from the Vatican, in order to go 
and pray at the feet of the image of St. Peter, 
they placed themfelves, as if by chance, in his 
way ; converfed with him for an hour apd a half 
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In the moft affectionate manner j waited till he 
had finiflied his prayer ; accofted him a fecond 
time i and were fparing of nothing that could 
flatter his vanity. A prince and princefs, de- 
ltined to fill the throne of the north, holding an 
amicable conference with the head of the ca- 
tholic church, at nine hundred leagues diftance 
from their native country, afforded a fpe£tacle 
new to the eighteenth century. The moft mi- 
nute particulars of this interview are recorded 
in the newfpapers of that time, where we lhall 
leave them. The count and countefs du Nord 
made a ftay of only a few days at Rome ; but 
they returned thither on the 23d of February, 
in their way back from Naples ; and were wit- 
neffes to the pope’s departure for Vienna. Be- 
fore he proceeded on his jobrnev, he indicated 
the prefents he intended for them. Befides fome 
valuable pieces of mofaic, and other curiofities, 
which pontifical munificence generally diftri- 
butes to illuftrious travellers, a faithful copy 
was delivered to them of Trajan’s column in 
lapis-lazuli. The bas-reliefs of filver gilt were 
fculptured with infinite art ; and the pedeftal 
contained a time-piece richly ornamented. The 
workmanfhip alone coft fix thoufand ducats. Such 
magnificence may dazzle for a moment : it may 
become the fubjeft of converfation for a few 
days in the remote regions of the north j but 
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thus it is that d fovereign ruins his finances, pro- 
vokes the difcontent of his fubje&s, and faps 
the foundation of his throne. — Catherine II. ap- 
peared grateful for the reception given to her 
children by the pope ; but perfifted neverthelefs 
in her projefts; the archbifhop of Mohilow, 
and the Jefuits, continued to be no lefs openly 
protefted; and Pius VI. failed in the attainment 
of his objeft, or at lead of that which he pre- 
tended to have in view. 
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CHAPTER V. 

\ 

Of the pfuits, and of the venerable fabre. 

THE intrigues of the Jeftiits were inter- 
woven with the whole pontificate of Pius VI. 
and were re-produced in every variety of form. 
Strangers, as in the days of their profperity, to 
all fcruples, they availed themfelves of every 
circum fiance that occurred. They employed 
by turns afcetic books and calumnious libels j 
the illufions of fuperftition, and the light of 
philofophyj making every thing fubfervient to 
their purpofe, from the atheift to the capuchin 
friar, and from the fovereign to the beggar in 
the ftreets. 

The year 1783 was witnefs to the develope- 
ment of one of their moft abje£l, and, at the 
lame time, moft ridiculous plans. 

In the courfe of the month of April, while 
Pius VI. was on a vifit to the Pontine marihes, 
a report was fuddenly fpread in Rome of the 
death of a French beggar, who was become 
the objeft of public veneration. His body, 
which was expofed for three days, preferved, it 
was faid, the flexibility of its members, without 
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fhewing the leaft fign of putrefaction. He had 
lived nine yeans at Rome unnoticed by every 
one j but no fooner had he clofed his eyes, than 
the moft edifying wonders were related of him. 
He had led the moft pious and moft exemplary 
life. Reduced to the loweft degree of indi- 
gence, he added voluntary fufferings to his un- 
avoidable privations j covered with rags, he re- 
mained expofed to the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, and, by way of penance, fuffered the ver- 
min to prey upon his flefh. Many perfons re- 
collected to have feen him ftand motionlefs in 
the ftreets, and at the doors of the churches, ex- 
pecting; without alking, the charity of paflen- 
gers. It was faid, that he was accuftomed to 
diftribute the furplus of the alms he received to 
other paupers, and that he had predicted the 
moment of his death. The greateft perfonages 
in Rome, the populace, and above all the priefts, 
haftened in crowds to his tomb where a great num- 
ber of miracles were performed. The fick were 
carried thither : they returned healed ; and thefe 
wonders, as always happens, were attefted by 
numerous and creditable witneffes. The moft 
minute particulars of his life were collected ; his 
portrait was engraved ; and in lefs than twenty- 
four hours more than four thoufand impreffions 
were fold. While waiting for canonifation, the 
title of venerable was adjudged to him. Men of 
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obferving minds were not long before they per* 
ceived that this was a competitor, fet up by 
the Jefuitical party, in oppofition to the venera- 
ble Palafox, whofe fpeedy canonifation the court 
of Spain was, at that moment, foliciting out bf 
hatred to the Jefuits. It was the heads of that 
party who appeared to concern themfelves the 
moft about the beatified beggar. In the abfence 
of the pope, the cardinal -vicar gravely counte- 
nanced the difgulting farce ; and, at the end of 
three days exhibition, ordered the holy mendi- 
cant to be pompoufly interred in a vault con- 
ltru£ted on purpofe by the fide of the princi- 
pal altar of the church of Madonna del Monte. 
In his tomb was inclofed a brief notice of his 
• life written in Latin, an Italian tranflation of 
which was profufely given away. In fpite of the 
ftyle of minute exaggeration, in which this An- 
gular piece of necrology was compofed, means 
could not be found to render it interefting. It 
was confined to the few following fa£ts. 

“ Benedict Jofeph, fon of J. B. Labre and of 
Anne-Barbe Granfir, was born on the 26th of 
March 1748, in the parilh of St. Sulpice 
d'Anettes, in the diocefe of Boulogne. After 
. having pafled his youth in the moll orderly man- 
ner, under the care of an uncle, who was curate 
of Erin, he determined to devote himfelf to a 
life of penitence, and took the monadic habit in 
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the convent of Sept Fonts of the Ciftertian or- 
der. The aufterity of this mode of life occafi- 
oned a difeafe, which he fuffered patiently ; but 
the phyficians obliged him to lay afide the ha- 
bit after a noviciate of eight months. He af- 
terwards'went on feveral pilgrimages, particu- 
larly to our lady of Loretto, and to the holy bo- 
dies of the apoftles Peter and Paul. He then 
came and fettled at Rome, which he never 
quitted, unlefs to go once a year to Loretto. 
He lived at Rome upon alms, of which he re- 
ferved but very little for himfelf, conftantly 
giving the furplus to the poor. He led at the 
lame time a very exemplary life, allowing him- 
felf only what was rigoroufly neceflary for his. 
food and raiment ; holding all worldly things in 
fovereign contempt ; and edifying mankind by 
the fevere penance he impofed upon himfelf j 
by the continual prayers which he offered up in 
the churches ; and by the other eminent virtues 
which he difplayed. Although, while living 
thus, he appeared difgufting from the rags with 
which he was covered, he was, neverthelefs, 
rendered dear and amiable to other men by his 
manners, forgetting himfelf and feeking only to 
pleafe God. On the 16th of April 1783, af- 
ter a long prayer in the church of Madonna del 
Monte , he was feized with a fainting fit, and 
carried to the boufe of a pious man, who hap- 
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pened to be there. His diforder growing worfe, 
he received extreme un&ion, and, at an hour af- 
ter midnight, departed this life. The following 
day his body was conveyed, with decent fune- 
ral ceremonies, at the expenfe of feme good 
Chriftians, to the faid church. The report of 
his death diffufed itfelf throughout the city; and 
ere long, fuch an immenfe number of perfons of 
all ranks haftened thither to fee him, that it be- 
came neceflary to call in the affiftance of the 
military, to keep off the crowd. His body 
was thus expofed till the evening of Eafter-day 
(the 20th of April), when it was attefted by 
eye-witneffes, before a notary, that it was ftill 
flexible, palpable, and free from putridity. It was 
then put into a wooden coffin, which was fealed 
with the feal of the cardinal-vicar, inclofed in 
another coffin alfo of wood, and depoiited in a 
vault, conftrufted on purpofe, on the epiftle 
fide * of the principal altar of the faid church.” 

This monument of fuperftition and hypocrify 
is worthy of prefervation. It is well that pofte- 
rity ftiould know with what confummate impu- 
dence the priefts impofed on the credulity of 
the people at thfe end of this enlightened cen- 

* In Roman catholic churches, the two tides of the 
church are diftinguifhed by the terms, the gofpel fide, ahd 
the epiftle fide. T. 
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tury, in a city abounding with illuftrious per- 
iod ages, with travellers from every part of Eu- 
rope, and with mafter-pieees of art. It is well 
that pofterity fliould be able to appreciate thofe 
factious knaves, who, difguifing their worldly 
ambition under the maik of fianaticifm, had the 
effrontery to engage heaven in a conteft With 
earth ;• called upon the devout to pay homage to 
a vile mendicant, whofe only merit, according 
to their own confeflion, was the having led a 
ufelefs and difgufting life ; and thus expofed to 
ridicule that religion of which they called them- 
felvOs the fupporters j and paved the way for its 
final overthrow. 

Inftead of the hand of God, the hand of the 
Jefuits Was plainly vifibie in the whole of this 
affair. In order that the enthufiafm infpired by 
the new faint might not cool, a colle&ion was 
made to defray the expenfes of his beatifica- 
tion ; and this pious care was entrufted by the 
cardinal-vicar to feveral perfons of diftin£tion at 
Rome, notorious for their attachment to the de- 
fiant fociety. Care was taken to inform all the 
friends it had in France of the miracles per- 
formed by the holy Labre, which wanted no- 
thing but witnelfes ; and of his prophecies, 
which were only known to his confeffor, and 
which threatened the Holy See with great cala- 
mities, that were about to follow the fuppreflion. 

*4 
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of the Jefuits. The biQiop of Boulogne, one of 
their furious partifans, already announced to his 
flock, that they had another countryman in 
heaven, and recommended him to their devo- 
tion. He collected with Scrupulous attention 
the moft minute particulars of the life of the 
yenerable Labre, both during his abode under 
the paternal roof, and after he quitted it. His 
relations, intoxicated with this unhoped for ho- 
nour, and little inclined to wait for the happi- 
ness that would thence refult to them in heaven, 
already thought their fortune made upon earth ; 
nnd. Solicited penfions and benefices j while the 
fage cardinal de Bernis, who knew not whe- 
ther to laugh or weep at all thefe follies, faw a 
new article added to his diplomatic correspon- 
dence. He advifed the enthufiaftic admirers of 
the holy man to moderate their zeal ; or at lead 
to defer the expreffion of it, until it fliould be 
proved that their new idol was deferving of 
their worShip. But at Rome nothing could re- 
prefs the tranfports of devotion. To doubt the 
miracles of the blefied Labre was impiety. His 
revered imageswereprofufelycirculated j the pen- 
cil, the burin y and the chifel, emulated each other 
in producing them ; and even the Scraps of his 
ragged apparel became an object of contention. 
The pope himfelf, at a lofs how to a £1; dreading 
the reproach of favouring Jefuitical intrigues. 
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and dreading ftill more the danger of oppoGqg 
them openly, dared not refufe to, join his pious 
homage to that which was lavilhed upon the 
relics of the holy mendicant ; ordered the bed- 
ftead in which his difgufting limbs had been 
laid to be carried to the Vatican ; and refolved 
to make it ferve for the repofe of his own. 

In the mean time, information continued to 
be colle£ted with regard to Benedid Labre as 
well at Rome as out of Italy. The whole of it 
did not prove to his advantage. It was even to 
be feared left one of his letters fent to that ca- 
pital of the Chriftian world by the bifhop of 
Boulogne fhould throw a damp upon the fervour 
of 'the devout. In that letter Labre advifed his 
parents to read the works of a certain father 
Lejeune. Now father Lejeune had been a dif- 
ciple of father Quefnel. This affedion for the 
produ&ions of a Janfenift was a bad recommen- 
dation to the Jefuits ; but they had advanced 
too far to' retire without fhame. What was of 
all things the moft important to them was to 
find food for fuperftition ; and the blefled Labre 
anfwered that purpofe as well as any one elfe. 

His credit was ftill more hurt by a rumour, 
that when folicited to receive extreme unflion 
at the hour of death, he had made anfwer that it 
Was not necejfary. But what injured it more than 
?J1 was the report made of him by the vicar of 
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his parilh, who affirmed that, notwithftanding* 
his entreaties, Labre would never confent to 
come to his church to receive the facrament at 
Eafter ; arid that his abftinence did not deferve 
to be fo highly extolled, fince it was well known 
that he often went to eat and drink at a neigh- 
bouring public-houfe, where nobody had been 
much edified by his frugality. It was alfo dis- 
covered, that his only confeffor at Rome was 
the prieft who declared himfelf the depofitary of 
his prophecies, and who was notorious for his 
attachment to the Jefuits. In a fliort time, the 
latter were the ohly partifans he had at Rome; but 
that was a great deal. Their moft aftive agent 
was an Ex-Jefuit of the name of Zaccaria , whom 
Pius VI. honoured with a lhare of his confi- 
dence. It was ha who was charged to compofe 
the life of Benedi£t Labre in two volumes; and 
to furnilh a lift of his pretended miracles. The 
pope, who never refilled with firmnefs the folw 
citations of the Jefuitical party, fuffered himfelf 
to be perfuaded to give a bookfeller the exclu- 
five privilege of printing the hiftory of the vene- 
rable' % life, and all the writings relative to his 
beatification. The congregation dei Riti was al- 
ready'engaged in that important talk ; and was 
Anxious to abridge the cuftomary formalities. 

All thfefe intrigues, and all thefe efforts, did 
not, however, produce the intended effect. The 
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blefled Labre was in vogua in thofe countries 
only where the Jefuits had a party. In Spain 
and Portugal his fan&ity and his miracles were 
obje£ts of derifion. In France, a few prelates 
alone endeavoured to bring him into fafliion j 
but in Rome, in that centre of religious mum* 
mery, he found for fome time abundance of 
panegyrifts, and even of imitators. It was by 
no means uncommon to meet devotees in the 
ftreets of that city begging like him } ragged; 
and motionjefs like him ; and like him expeQ* 
ing alms from the paflengers, but foliciting 
none. 

Great pains continued to be taken to collett, 
upon the fpot and elfewhere, every particular 
relative to his life. The moft lingular one is 
that to which amateurs are indebted for his 
much revered portrait. A French painter, of the 
name of Bley, who was at Rome in 1777, and 
who had it in contemplation to paint a pifture 
of the calling of St. Peter, met at the cor- 
ner of a ftreet a young beggar, with a little 
red beard. He looked at him ; and thought 
that his head might ferve as a model for that of 
Chrift. " Will you come to my lodgings, and 
be painted?” faid he to him in Italian. The 
beggar refufed in a furly manner, and in an ac- 
cent by Which the painter knew him to be a 
foreigner.*— *>•* Are you a Frenchman Yes, 
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fir.”— In that cafe, you have it in your power 
to render a fervice to one of your countrymen. 
I wifh to introduce the head of our Saviour in a 
pifture I am painting, and am at a lofs for a 
model. You would anfwer my purpofe. Pray 
do me the favour to follow me.” — The painter's 
entreaties, joined to the word countryman , over- 
came the beggar’s reludiance. — “ With all 
my heart,” faid he, “ but upon condition that 
you do 'not keep me long.”—" A Angle morn- 
ing will fuffice.” Upon this they walked on j 
and upon their arrival at the artift’s the beggar 
became as motionlefs as a ftatue. This was a 
part which he had been long accuftomed to 
play. When the fitting was over a reward was 
offered him ; but he obftinately refufed it, and 
retired. The painter heard no more of him. 

As he was not diffatisfied with his fketch, he 
preferved it in a port-folio, which he left at 
Lyons, in a journey that he made thither in 
1782. During palfion-week in 1783, a report 
was fpread at Rome that a young French beg- 
gar, who enjoyed a high reputation for fandiity, 
was dead ; that his body was expofed to public 
view, and attradted a prodigious crowd ; and 
that miracles were afcribed to him. The painter 
had not curiofity enough to go and fee him. He 
had fomething elfe to do. After the interment 
of the beggar, the concourfe ' rdund his tomb. 
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and the miraculous refult, were the fame. One 
day a model *, who was often employed by the 
artift, fpoke to him of the dead man whom he 
had attentively furveyed. From the defcription 
he gave of him, the painter recolle&ed his French 
acquaintance, fent to Lyons for his drawing, and 
ere long found his apartments crowded by the 
curious and the devout. All of them recognifed 
the features of the venerable Labre. To fatisfy 
the impatience of the public, he put his iketcli 
into the hands of an Italian engraver, by whofe 
means the portrait of the holy man was fpeedily 
difperfed all over the coyntry. 

This violent enthufiafm was not, however, of 
long duration. Before the year 1783 had elapfed, 
the venerable Labre was a little lefs fpoken of ; 
and the fame of his miracles was already upon 
the decline. All thofe ridiculous fcenes which, 
in France, had been a£ted at the grave of Piris, 
the deacon, were rehearfed round his tomb. The 
lame repaired thither to feek a cure ; and not* 
withftanding their implicit faith, and the mum- 
mery of the /priefts, returned as lame as they 
went. No matter; his miracles were already 
numerous and inconteftable ; and what inference 
could be drawn from a few abortive cures. It 

* Model is the name given at Rome to the males and fe- 
males who hire themfelves to fnch artifts as with to Rudy the 
human form after the life. T. 
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was the fault of the fiek, and not that of the 
phyfician. The congregation dot Rid was not 
the lefs bufy in the beatification of the pious 
beggar ; but it was a work of time. It was ne- 
ceflary to colleft information in all the places 
which the candidate had inhabited. It was ne- 
ceffary to have the moft authentic teftimonies. 
It was neceffary to obferve a number of flow 
and minute formalities ; fuch, in Ihort, as. made 
it impoflible for fraud to procure, for one of the 
profane, the reward that was referved for the 
ele£t alone. It was neceflary above all to have 
money; for the church of Rome afforded no- 
thing gratuitoufly. This was one of the moft 
fcandalous remains of thofe fuperftitious times, 
when flie impofed a tribute upon every fpecies 
of folly. On fome future day, indeed, it will 
fcarcely be believed that (he dared to disfigure 
thofe brilliant apotheofes, which (he borrowed 
from the pagans, to fuch a degree as to put up 
to auction the feats (he had to difpofe of in the 
eeleftial court, and to knock them down, not to 
men known by their fplendid virtues, by fome 
great fervice rendered to their country, or at 
leaft by fome illuftrious crime, productive of a 
change in the condition of mankind ; but moft 
frequently to vile and indolent wretches, who 
ought at leaft to have been condemned to that 
obfcurity to which they had devoted themfelve?. 
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The contributions, however, of credulity in- 
creafed fufficiently in a few years for the con- 
gregation dei Riti to accelerate the firft triumph 
of the venerable Labre. He was beatified in 
the courfe of the year 1792, when the country 
which had given him birth was already refcued 
from the clutches of fuperftition. Labre was 
then inrolled in the number of the bleffed. 
There remained a ftill greater viftory for him 
to obtain ; that which was to procure him his in- 
fertion in the calendar of . faints, in other words, 
his canonifation. But the afcent to this higheft 
degree of celeftial honours was difficult and 
tedious. There were a multitude of obftacles 
to be overcome. . It was neceffary that a century 
fliould elapfe from the death of him for whom 
that fignal favour was folicited; and it muft be 
confeffed, that in thefe latter times cononifations 
were become very unfrequent. None had been 
pronounced fince the pontificate of Clement 
XIII. As to that of the bleffed Labre, it is more 
than probable, that it is adjourned to an inde- 
finite period. ■ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Char after of Pius VI . — His TaJIe for fplendid .En- 
ter pr if es — His Vanity. 

It is, above all, in the condudt of Pius V*I. in 
regard to the Jefuits, that the principal traits of 
his charadter are perceptible. He never cordially 
acquiefced in their proscription. He was fen- 
fible that the Roman pontiff had loft in them 
the principal Support of his power ; but, at the 
fame time, that their intriguing ambition might 
render them formidable. During the greater 
part of his reign they Sometimes excited his re- 
gret, and Sometimes his fears. He never dared 
either to proteft or to perfecute them openly. 
They were odious to the crowned heads, whofe 
good-will it was fo much his intereft to conci- 
liate. They increafed the irrefolution to which he 
was naturally inclined; and often obliged him to 
adt with duplicity, the ufual attendant upon weak- 
nefs. This fituation, which would have been 
embarratling even to a mind far more energetic 
than his, gave birth to Such a ftrange inconfift- 
ency of conduft, that thofe who for more than 
twenty years had obferved him narrowly, could 
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aot, at the moment of his fall, flatter therofelves 
that they were thoroughly acquainted with his 
character. 

Heaven forbid, however, that we fliould wilb 
to paint him in too odious colours. It would 
be unjuft, even were he ftiU in pofleffion of his 
elevated rank. It would be bafe, after the ca- 
taftrophe which has precipitated him from it 
No ; Pius VI. was neither wicked nor weak * 
but he had feveral glaring defers, which could 
not efcape the lead difoerning eye ; and caprices 
which formed a ftriking contraft with the ma- 
jefttc gravity of the part he had to play. No* 
body denied him feveral brilliant qualities, conV 
bderable capacity, an agreeahle turn of mind, 
manners at once noble and prepofleffing, ap 
cafy and florid ftyle of elocution, as much in- 
formation as could be expected in a prieft im- 
bued with the principles of his profeflion, and a 
tafte for the arts tolerably correfh Impatient, 
jrafcible, obftinate, and fufceptible of prejudices, 
he was, however, neither obftinately rancorous, 
nor premeditately malevolent. Few inftances 
can be quoted of his fenfibility; many may be 
adduced of his good-nature. In lefs difficult 
circumstances, ahd with means proportioned 
his views, he would, perhaps, have palled for a 
prudent fovereign. But his ruling paffion was 
an exceffive love of fame, which was the princir 
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pal fouree of his faults and of his misf'ortuness 
It was that love of fame, which, when not joined 
to a ftrong mind, often degenerates into puerile^ 
vanity. He would have wifhed to fignalize his 
pontificate in every manner ; and to alTociate his 
name with the mod fplendid enterprises. His 
vanity, which was apparent in every thing, 
drew upon him frequent mortifications. De- 
fended from a family fcarcely noble, he plumed 
himfelf, from the very beginning of his reign, 
upon his illuftrious race. To the modeft cOat 
of arms of his anceftors, he added all the Vain 
embellifhments of blazonry; and eompofed an 
efcutcheon which afforded ample room for ridi- 
cule. It is well known that the Italian peo- 
ple are more apt, perhaps, than any other, to 
lay hold of any thing ridiculous with mercilefs 
avidity. To two winds, of which the arms of 
his family confifted, he added an eagl z,Jleurs-de- 
lys, and ftars. Thefe pompous armorial bear- 
ings were cruelly criticifed in the following 
diftich : 

Redde aquilam imperio, Francorum Lilia regi, 

Sidera rcdde polo ; castera, Brafche, tua. 

" Before your eagle to the empire; his lilies to the, king 
u of France ; and thb ftars to heaven : the reft, Brafchi, is 
*''your own.” 

His arms, and his name, were repeated a 
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thoufand times over in Rome, and in the reft of 
the ecclefiaftical ftate. They are to be feen, not 
only upon the monuments which he ere£ted, and 
upon fuch as he repaired, but even upon thofe in 
which he made the fmalleft change j and unlefs 
Rome be utterly dfftroyed, the name of Pius 
Sextus, thanks to his provident vanity, will de- 
feend to the lateft pofterity. While changing 
the Roman government, the French commiffa- 
ries expunged it from all the profane monu- 
ments ; but it ftill exifts upon all the facred edi- 
fices in which Pius VI. had the mod remote 
concern. It was calculated in 1786, that this 
rage for availing himfelf of the flighted: pretence 
for immortalifing his name had already coft the 
treafury two hundred thoufand crowns. It was 
this incurable vanity, rather than his piety or 
tafte for the arts, which fuggefted to him the 
idea of conftru£ting a facrifty by the fide of St, 
Peter’s church. He there difplayed a magnifi- 
cence which may dazzle at firft fight ; but which 
cannot conceal its numerous defers from the 
eye of the connoifleur. Good tafte may indeed 
apply to him the famous fentence pronounced 
by Apelles upon the Venus of a painter of his 
time : you have made her fine, becaufe you could not 
make her beautiful. In like manner the facrifty of 
St. Peter’s, which coft more than fixteen hun- 
dred thoufand Roman crowds, is overloaded 
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with all the thoft gaudy decorations which archi- 
tecture, fculpture, gilding, and painting, can 
afford j but it only appears fo much the meaner 
when compared with the fuperb edifice by the 
fide of which it ftands. It is the defigii of Carfo 
Marchionni, an architect of Inferior talents, and 
recalls to mind the defe&Ive fchool of Boromini ; 
the ftyle being altogether low and ignoble. Its 
dimenfions are contrary to the rules of art ; and 
it is full of nothing but breaks, niches, Mid pro- 
jections. The columns and the altars are, in a 
inanner, concealed in obfcure corners; and the 
whole is ftircharged with ornaments of the molt 
taftelefs kind. 

In order to ereCt this monument to his glory, 
much rather than to that of the god whofe vicar 
he called himfelf. It was neceffary to pull down 
the temple of Venus, for which Michael Angelo 
had fo much veneration, that he would have con- 
lidered the mere idea of touching it as facrilege. 

It may be eafily conceived that Pius VI. was 
not Fparing of infcriptions in the facility of St. 
Peter’s. Over the principal entrance were in- 
scribed thefe words : 

Quod at templi Vaticani ornamtntvm public a vota 
flagitabant, Pius VI., pontifex maximus, fecit perfe- 
'citque anno, &c. * ; 

: * What the public voice demanded for the decoration of the 
church of the Vatican, Pius VI., foyereign pontiff, began and 
completed in the year, &c. 
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How great muft.'hate been his mortification, 
when under this infcription he found the follow- 
ing infolent lines : 

\ 

Publica! mentiris. Non publica vota fuere, 

Sed tumidi ingenii vota fucre tui. 

Thou lieft ! the public voice was not confulted ; thou fol- 
lowedft the di&ates of thy vanity alone. 

That motive actuated him in all his entet- 
prifes : before his elevation to the pontificate he 
had poflefied the abbey of Subiaco, at the dif- 
tance of twenty miles from Rome. There alfo 
he difplayed, in the moft expenfive manner, his 
tafte for magnificence. An abbey in which he 
had refided, a church in which he had celebrated 
the holy myfteries, could not be fuffered to re- 
main in obfcurity. He fpent conliderable fums 
in embellifliing Subiaco ; and this is not one of 
the fmalleft reproaches that may be brought 
againft his prodigality. 

A protedtor of the arts, more out of oftenta- 
tion than tafte, he connedted his name with the 
famous mufeum, which conftituted one of the 
-moft beautiful and moft ufeful ornaments of the 
Vatican ; and the kind of glory, thence refulting 
to his pontificate, is not altogether ufurped. 
That 'glorv had tempted him when he was as yet 
only treafurer of the Apoftolical Chamber. The 
famous ftatue of Apollo Belvedere was, in a man- 
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net, exiled, with feveral others, in one of the 
couft-yards of the Vatican. Brafchi fuggefted to 
Clement XIV. the idea of forming on that fpot a 
collection of ancient monuments ; and, as trea- 
furer, prefided over the firft rudiments of this 
eftablifhment. When feated upon the pontifi- 
cal throne, he added body abd confidence to his 
brilliant projeCt. He built round the court-yard 
of the Apollo vaft apartments, which he orna- 
mented with ftatues, bufts, terms, and bas-reliefs ; 
and gave to the rich collection a title which 
affociated his name with that of his predeceffor. 
He called it the Mu faum- Pium-Clementinum . That 
mufeum gradually became one of the moft valu- 
able in Europe j Pius VI. neglecting nothing to 
enrich it. He claimed the right of pre-emption 
whenever any antique was difeovered; and, by 
thus eluding the greedy interference of the anti- 
quaries, procured monuments of art at the firft 
hand, and at a moderate price. There it was 
'that his vanity provided abundantly for its own 
gratification. Beneath each piece of fculpture 
which he had acquired, thefe words were engrav- 
ed in letters of gold: Mmificentid Pii FI. P.M. 
Moft of thefe monuments of art flood in a bad 
light, and could not be feen to advantage with- 
out the afliftance of a torch, the wavering gleams 
of which added to their beauty, by giving them 
life (if it may fo be faid) ; the only thing in 
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which fome of them were defe&ive. It was 
thus that connoiffeurs went to admire the Gany- 
imed, the Apollo Mufagetes, the Torfo, the Lao- 
coon, and, above all, the famous Apollo Belve- 
dere, which is alone worth a whole mufeum. 

- Engravings and explanations of the principal 
works of art, thus collefted, began to be pub- 
lished in 1783, under the aufpices of Pius VI. } 
whp was much flattered by the compliment. 
Lewis Myris undertook the talk; and the 
learned Vifconti, who, in the firft moment of the 
revolution, was elevated to the confulate of 
Rome, added tp the plates a luminous commen- 
tary, which at once proves his tafte, his fagacity, 
and his erudition. They were both, it muft bp 
sconfeffed, powerfully feconded by the popes. 
.The firft fix volumes of this work, in folio, had 
already appeared in 1.792 j and the Seventh was 
ready when the political commotions in Italy 
began. All lovers of antiquity muft regret the 
fufpenfion of this undertaking j which does 
Rouble honour to the pontificate' of Pius VI. 

Wherever there was any thing more Splendid 
-than ufeful to be done, the zeal of that pontiff, 
and particularly his name, were fure to appear. 
Wilhing to embellilh the entrance of the Quiri- 
nal palace, where he refided during the fummer 
featfon, he raifed at great expenfe, in 1783, the 
obelilk which was lying upon the ground near 
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tire Scala Santa, and placed it' between tKbfe tWo 
equeftrian ftatues, that have given to the.' cm»-» 
Hence on which the palate (lands the adtne of 
Monte Covallo . 1 

Though the ereSiomof this obelifk was in It* 
felf a thing little meritorious, adulation made it 
ferve as a pretence for lavishing upon the holy 
father, in pompous infcriptions, the moft ridicu* 
Joufly bombaftie praife. But the Roman peo* 
pie, who were fuffering a privation of the moft 
heceffary articles of life, while the treafury was 
fckhaufting ltfelf in .embellifhing their city, did 
hot partake of the enfthufiafm felt by the authort 
of thofe infcriptions. A wag, who preferred 
food to obeliiks, gaVt on this occafion a leffon to 
his holinefs, by applying to him a well-known 
paffage of the gofpel. He Wrote thefe wotds at 
'the bottom of the obeli ft: : 

Signor^ di a quejta pietra cbe dfaenga pane . 

, u Lord, command that thefe (tones be made bread.” 

Pius VI. took pattern from him, whofe vicar 
he was, and abftained from the miracle. 

This rage for putting his name every where, 
and for {offering his munificence 'to be celebrated 
upon the moft trifling occafions, expofed him to 
more than one farcafm of a ftmilar kind. It is 
well known that there was no other bread made 
at Rome but little round leaves, weighing a few 
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ounces, which were called pagnotte, and which coft 
two btiotchi) or about two (French fops a piece: 
The price never varied; but according as corn 
Was more .or lefs dear, the lize of the pagnttta 
was diminiftied or increafed. At a moment of 
fcarcity, when the adminiftrators of pnovilions 
had been* obliged to make an extraordinary re- 
duction . in the weight of the pagnotta , one of 
tbofe innocent mat-contents, who exhale all thehr 
gall in raillery, thought proper to put an j ex- 
ceedingly fcnall pagwtta into -the hand of Paf- 
quin, and tp write under the ftatue thofe pom* 
pous words, fo often repeated in Rode:-* 
Munificentia Pii Sexti. 

Beds had- a double title to his predilefliorft 
They were conn edied with that worlhip, by the 
pomp of which he was fo much flattened; and 
the greater their fize, the farther off did they an- 
nounce the- holy perfonage by whofe orders they 
Were fet in-motion. Malignity reproached him, 
in this particular, with -more than one grave! pu»- 
erility. There was, in • St. Peter’s church at 
Rome, a bell which only weighed 21,2441b. He 
ordered it to be re-caft in the year 1783, with 
the addition of 400 quintals of metal. Three 
years afterwards he had another caft of "2>86 
quintals, and chriftened it with great folemhity*. 
Barbarous verfes were .afterwards engraved upon 
it, which attra&ed the admiration of the devotft. 
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and offended men of tafie. It was loaded with 
valuable pearls, and decorated with eight dol- 
phins, a crown, and a thoufand other ornaments; 
but the founder’s art had failed him : the bell 
had no found* The wags made therafelves 
merry at the expenfe of the bell, the founder, 
and the godfather. They voted that this abor* 
tion ihould be depolited either in .the; Mufaum- 
Pia-Clementinttm, or in the arfenal,. after, the ex- 
ample of the Abderitan fages, who were of an 
opinion fomewhat fimilar in regard to a well, 
which was very ikilfully conftru£ked, and which 
wanted nothing but water. t 

In general Pius VI.. was not fortunate in the 
cnterprifes fuggefted by his vanity. The fove- 
reigns of Rome, from, the time of the emperors 
down to the prefent day, have prided themfelves 
upon enlarging, fortifying, and embellifhing the 
port of Ancona. The ruins of the beautiful mo- 
nument, erefted there by the fenate in honour 
of Trajan, ftill attefts the beneficence of that 
emperor. In modern times Clement XII. is the 
pope who has paid the moft attention to the 
embelliftiment of .that port. A triumphal arch 
erefted in honour of him, oppofite to that of 
Trajan, and his ftatue in marble, are teftimonies 
of the gratitude of its inhabitants. Pius VI. 
. wifhed alfo to give a luftre to his pontificate, by 
making fome addition to the works of his pre- 
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deceHors. The port of Ancona is indebted to 
him for feveral improvements j among others, 
for a light-houfe : but he yvas ftill more anxious 
to have his ftatue erefted there than to deferve 
it. In 1789, while the workmen were em- 
ployed on it, part of the fcaffolding gave way, 
and killed a great number of them. This acci- 
dent, joined to fo many others, was coniidered as 
a bad omen ; and in fa£t Pius VI. was now ap* 
proaching the era of his greateft misfortunes. 

But it was in the performance of his pontifi- 
cal fundions, above all, that his tafte for oftenta- 
tion was difplayed j and that his vanity found 
frequent opportunities of gratification. It muft 
be confefled, that, on thofe occafions, he was as 
much favoured by nature as by the pompous ce- 
remonies of the Roman catholic church. He 
■was in all refpefts one of the handfomeft men 
of his time. To a very lofty ftature he joined 
a noble and expreffive fet of features, • and 
a florid complexion, which the hand of time 
itfelf feemed to fpare. He contrived to wear 
bis pontifical habits in fuch a way, that they 
deprived him of none of his perfonal advantages. 
In every thing he did he difplayed them with a 
refinement of coquetry which gave great fcope 
to ridicule. When elevated to the papacy, he 
had, in conformity with a cuftom that had grown 
intp a law, laid afide the peruke, which he wore 
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while cardinal. His forehead was entirely bald' j 
but there remained behind, and on. each fide of 
his head, a ring of hair of the moft > brilliant 
white, which gave him a look at once noble and 
venerable. He had alfo one of the handfomeft 
legs in Italy; and was not a little vain of it. 
Not wilhing that his long pontifical robes fliould 
entirely conceal that part of his perfon, to the 
adorning of which he was always fcrupuloufly 
attentive, he took great care to hold them up on 
one fide, fo that one of his; legs was entirely .ex- 
-pofcd to view. This affe&ed difplay of hishair 
and kgs, fo unworthy of a grave pontiff, gave 
occafton to the following diftich, which, though 
bad enough in itfelf, ferves, however, as a proof 
•that no opportunity was loft of turning, him into 
ridicule: 

sifpice, Roma, Pium. Pius t baud efi : office rnittum — 
Luxuriant e comd, luxuriant t fede. 

■ Rome, look at Pius. He Pius! no indeed* 

" He is a comedian. Behold the difplayofhis hair j . 

41 And fee how vain he is of his leg.” 

Nothing, indeed, was, more ftriking than to 
fee him, on days of great parade, crowned with 
.the triple diadem, arrayed in robes of .the moft 
dazzling white, which contrafted.with the fplen- 
dor of the Roman purple, foaring in a manner 
over a crowd of ecclefialtics of every rank, and 
feeming thereby to announce his fway over the 
univerfal church. On thefe folemn occafions 
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ill' the members of the clergy came and adored 
him repeatedly ; and each clafs in a different 
way. The cardinals were not permitted to kifs 
his hand till they had bowed down -before his 
throne. The prelates and heads of orders 
bowedftill more humbly, and only rofe as high 
as his knees ; while the inferior clergy remained 
at his feet. The allegory of the ftatuary, prof- 
trate before the work of his own hands, was 
never better applied, than to this ftupid venera- 
tion, particularly of the cardinals for the fove- 
reign pontiff — the creature of their intrigues and 
of their caprices ; in which not one of them, 

' perhaps, ferioufly thought that he faw the work 
of the fdoly Ghoft; 

• It is needlefs to fay with' what an eye of pity 
philofophy looks down upon this humiliating 
homage, paid by a multitude of reafonable be- 
ings to one of their fellow-creatures. Many 
Spectators, however, — many even of thofe who 
were the mod ftrongly guarded a gain ft all thefe 
■vain illufions, couM not help feeling a ftrong 
emotion at the fight of the pomp that furrounded 
6t. Peter’s chair, efpecially while it was occu- 
•pied by Pius VI. The greateft magnificence 
•accompanied him whenever he went out. A 
carriage, at the back of which he was feated 
♦Slone in an arm chair richly ornamented, moved 



'Digitized by 



Google 




forward, efcorted by fervants on horfeback, arid 
in long clothes, driven by a coachman and pofti- 
lions, with their heads uncovered, rolling along 
majeftically flow between two rows of foot fol- 
diers, and followed by detachments of light horfc 
and cuirailiers. It was impoilible for any thing 
to be more ftriking. 

But when he officiated in the grand ceremo- 
nies of the church, it was difficult even for here- 
tics, for free-thinkers even, to avoid feeling a 
fort of religious enthufiafm. An Engliftiman 
(John Moore), after having defcribed one of 
thefe fights, whither he had carried nothing but 
a very profane fpirit of curiofity j but where he 
had admired the dignity and grace with which 
Pius VI. performed his part, cannot help adding : 

No ceremony can be better calculated for 
** ftriking the fenfes, and impofing on the un- 
* derftanding, than this of the fupreme pontiff 

giving the bleffing from the balcony o f St . 
“ Peter’s. For my own part, if I had not, in my 
U early youth, received impreffions highly unfa- 
** vourable to the chief aftor in this magnificent 
“ interlude, I fhould have been in danger of 
“ paying him a degree of refpeft very inconfift- 
“ ent with ‘the religion in which I was edu- 
* f cated.” Let us hear the defcription given of 
one of thefe ceremonies by another eye-witnefs. 
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tfhofe teftiraony certainly is not fufpicious. It is 
that of a proteftant, and of a proteftant philo- 
fopher. 

**' The folemnities of the day of the Afcenfion 
** confift in the folemnadoration of the pope by 
** the Sacred College, and in the public bene- 
“ diCtion he bellows. It is on this occalion that 
“ Pius VI. difplays all the graces of his perfon ; 
u that he renders almoft fupportable the difguft- 
rt ing ceremony of killing his hands and feet ; 
“ and that he dillributes benedictions with un- 
“ paralleled dignity. With his body leaning a 
** little forward, as if defirous of railing up the 
** perfon who is about to kneel down before 
“ him, he prefents to the cardinal, who is ap- 
te proaching, his hand to kifs ; and while a pre- 
“ late, Handing by his fide, gently lifts up his 
* r robe, and difcovers an elegantly lhaped leg, 
“ he holds out his foot ready to receive its lharc 
“ of the homage. 

** The cardinal, on his knees, kilfes the foot 
u of the pontiff, who gives him his benediction, 
“ and while he is riling, the kifs of peace upon 
“ the forehead. — When the ceremony was over, 
“ Pius VI., arrayed in his pontifical habits, 
“ feated himfelf in the arm-chair prepared for 
** him, and was carried with great pomp to the 
* Ajyw, a kind of tribune over the entrance of 
" St. Peter’s church. At the moment when the 
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* inner curtain of that tribune was drawn back* 
•** the feat on which the pope was fitting was 
“ brought forward to the balluftrade, a faiute of 
u artillery was heard from the caftle of St. An- 
** gelo, and all the bells- in Rome were fet a 
** ringing together. At the fame inftant the 
“ fquare before the church, in which the pope's 
“ guards were drawn up, refounded with mar 1 - 
" tial raufic; while the acclamations of a pro- 
*' digious number of fpe&ators, intoxicated with 

* enthufiafm, confounded themfelves with the 
“ rattling of the kettle drums and 1 the thrill tones 
** of the trumpets. A perfe& calm fucceeded 
•*' this univerfal commotion, this ftunning mix- 
** ture of lhouts and mufical founds. The pope- 
" then rofe from his feat, and inftantly the whole 
** of the immenfe crowd fell on their knees be* 
ft fore him 1 . He lifted up his eyes, extended his 
** arms towards heayen, drew them flowly back 
" acrofs his breaft, fpread them again as if to 
u pour down upon Rome and the univerfe the 
•** blefiings he had juft obtained from heaven*, 
“ and disappeared from the tribune.” 

' Let us alfo liflen to the defcription ' that the 
fame- obferver has given of the no lefs ftriking 
part which the pope played in the proceiEon of 
Corpus Chrifti. It will befides furnilh us en 
■f/ajfdrti with a few traits of the difpofition of that 
‘nation, which we imagined to be ripe for liberty. 
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« After that crowd of religious corpSfdtions, ot 
which the population of Rome was principally 
Compofed, had been feen to file off for two whole 
hours iri the greateft order, all on a fudden the 
ear was ftruck by the ringing of bells, and by 
the report of the cannon of the cattle of St. An- 
gelo. This was to announce the appearance of 
the fovereign pontiff ; who was brought in flate'- 
out of the great door of St. Peter’s church. 1$ 
is equally impoffible for the pen to defcribe the 
truly piflturefque beauty of this group, and the 
profound impreffion it made upon the moft in- 
different fpeftators. Sitting upon a kind of lit- 
ter, covered with cloth of gold, the Venerable 
old man, whofe fine figure age had refpefted, 
was borne aloft upon the fhoulders of his guards ; 
and thus moved on under a magnificent canopy, 
fupported by the moft diftinguilhed perfonages 
of his court. ‘ The Heps of the bearers were 
flow, and fo meafured, that the pontiff feemed 
te baver in the air Over the heads of all arountf 
liAM. ■ He Was afterwards feen to lean forward, 
ftr drder to reach the. altar on which the confe- 
erafc&f Vtafer was expofed in an . ojlenfoir * en- 
rifched with diambnds. Although the pope was 
VeaHy fitting, yet, as in that pofition, he was en- 

* The box in which the 'Roman catholic prieft* expofc the 
hoft to the view of the public. 
vol. t. a 
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firely furroymded by an immcpfe robe of white 
fattin, embroidered with crowns of gold* ^vhich 
-jiung down in waving folds as low as the (boul- 
ders of his bearers, and entirely covered his feat, 
and the altar itfelf, he feemed to be on his kpees 
before thie holy facrament. . Of all his perfon no- 
thing was vifibje, but his. hands joined together 
and. laid , upon- the altar,, and his b^re head 
adorned with his \yhite .hair,.. In that attitude, 
he prayed in a ( low voice, awhile bis eyes, lifted 
up tpwards heaven, were mpiftened with the 
tears . of c q. upun£tion.; .and every feature ex- 
prefied the mod fervent devotion. Is it. aftonifli- 
ing, that a.fccne fo well contrived, and difpofed 
with fo much art in every particular, Ihould. 
produce upon the multitude the expected effect ?- 
It was fo general, and fo (trongly marked, that 
jt Was impoffible to avoid being deeply affefted. 
From the very moment, when the difeharge of 
artillery and the ringing of bells firit announced 
the approach of the pope, and when the pyra- 
midal group was feen coming forward, and; 
palling through the gdtes . of the church, the 
people had fallen proftrate upon, the ground, as, 
if (truck by lightning } then, beating their bo* 
foms, had lifted up their eyes full of refpeflt and 
religious awe towards the pope, who was ap- 
proaching the holy facrament ; and, as if a divi- 
nity had appeared to them, followed him with 
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looks of admiration, until he had entirely vanhhed 
from their fight. Several princes, and the pope’s 
generals,- clad in' cuiraffes of poliflied fteel, 
walked in his retinue. A great number of his 
fife-guards, the Swifs in his pay, and his guards, 
both horfe and foot, compofed tHe folemn pro- 
ceflion, which took up near five hours in palling 
through the colonnades, and three of the neigh- 
bouring ftreets. The pope afterwards afcended 
the principal altar’ of St. Peter’s church, ■ and 
gave his apOftolical • benediction to the people 
who crowded %und him r that fame people, fo 
pious and devout, then retired to pafs the reft of 
the day in the molt licentious orgies, which fre- - 
quently ended in (tabbing and aflaffination; So 
flight is the impreflion really made upon them, 
though apparently fo ftrong. The art of the 
prielts has invented this magic picture, in order 
to keep the people for fome hours in a ftate of 
religious ftupefaCtioii ; but what have they done 
for their improvement? Their end is to da-zzle 
and.to fubjugate them j but not to reform their 
manners.” 

To the reflections of the philofopher, we will 
only add, that the Roman nation, fo devout and 
fo depraved, continued, till the overthrow of the 
papal throne, to pay to him who occupied it, this 
idolatrous homage, the evident mark of their fer- 
vile attachments but. at the fame time, while 
H a 
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I hey adored pontiff, they often curfed the fa- 

yereign. Pius VI, %£ him whofe vicar he coded 
himfelf, was endowed with a, two-fold nature. 
Clad in his pontifical habits, furroupcled by the 
pomp of religious ceremonies, and employed in 
the diftribution of celeftial treafures, Pius VI. 
appealed to the Romans to be a god. Qn h^a, 
returp to the Vatican, he >vas no more in their, 
eyes, particularly during the. laft years of h^Sj 
pontificate, th^n a mao e^^fed to thqr piu^r, 
murs, and to their farc^fms. 'Jfbis double, fove- 
reignty was fo far fi/agulac, that the 6?eptre. 9011- 
hdered itfelf as inviolable nnder the her of thf? 
, tiara ; that the devotion of the fubje^S; teemed, 
t,o infure their obedience 3 and that the bene-' 
di£Uons, the indulgences, and all the celeftial 
favours, of which the monarchical demi-god had, 
undertaken to be the diftributor, , had at once, 
for qbje£t and refult to fan&ify, to overawe, J$n4, 
to difarm them. Accordingly nothing lets than, 
the violent hurricane of the French revolution, 
was neceflary to tear up by the roots that gigan- 
tic tree, 

De qui la tfele au ciel etoit voifine, ' ' 

£t dent les pieds touchoient d l’empire des morts K - 

It remains to. be obferved, that all thefe popper r 

‘ * Of which the head approached (he (kies, and the feet 
reached dawn to the maafions of the dead. 
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-bus mummeries, of which we have juft given a 
few Ipfecimens, had long been an appendage of 
the pontifical throne ; but no pope had com- 
bined, in the fame degree as Pius VI., every 
tiling necefiary to infure their effe£f. His pre- 
deceffor, much more meritorious than he in a 
variety of refpe&s, was humane, affable, and 
generous. He poffeffed all the domeftic virtues j 
but he retained ttnder the tiara all the mddefty 
of his former fitoation in life ; and felt a fort of 
philofophical difdain for oftentation. The prin- 
cipal perfons fcbout him, fenfible how much the 
Jiarade of ceremonies added to the temporal 
power of the Roman catholic church and in- 
jCteafed the illufion of which it ftands fcT mucff 
in need, were vexed at Gdnganelli's negleHing, 
with a fort of affe&ation, that external dignity 
Which impofes fo much upon the vulgar. The 
(acred charm was abbut to vanifh. The pohtiff 
feemed defirous of diftinguifhing himfelf only by 
his fimplicjty. Brafchi, on the contrary, pof- 
fefTed in his manners, in his tafte, and in bis ex- 
terior, every thing that was capable of impreffing 
mankind With refpeft. The linking contrail 
that exifted, in that particular, between him and 
his predeceffor, gave rife to a belief that the car?, 
dinals, in eletting Pius VI. had been actuated 
above all by the hope that the chair of St. Pe- 
ter, dejiafedby Ganganelii, would- rife again, and 

H 3 
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fhine with renovated fplendour. An Engfyfli tra^ 
Teller obferved, that in this they imitated the 
Roman fenate, which fometimes chofe a dictator 
in order to reftore the ancient difcipline. 

. The hope of the cardinals was not deceived, 
at leaft in that refpe£L No. pope ever difplayed 
more pomp ; than Pius VI. in the performance qf 
his fun£Uons ; nor was the prevailing tafte of 
any of his predeceflbrs ever more favoured by 
eircumftances, The rage for vifiting Italy- was 
become general ; and had reached every country 
and every rank. Pius VI. had. the good fortune, 
fo dear to his vanity, of reviewing a whole crowd 
of great perfonages, including moft of the princes 
of Europe, of receiving their homage, and o( 
doing the honours of his court and church in 
the prefence of the moft. illuftrious vifitors. • 
The epoch at which he was elefted procured 
him, during the very firft year of his pontificate,, 
one of thofeoccafions of unfrequent occurrence, 
on which the Romith church difplays the great- 
eft pomp, and is moft laviih of fpiritual trea- 
fures ; we mean the jubilee, which was. a real 
bowe fortune do Pius VI. It will foon be forgot- 
ten in France ; but, perhaps, it is yet remem- 
bered, that there were jubilees of two kinds; the 
one which recurred periodically was properly 
called the Holy -Year ; the other was the ’Jubilee 
of Exaltation , and was celebrated at the acceftioq. 
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of a jiew pope to the pontifical- throne. The 
firft, as being the moll uncommon', "was beyond 
companion the molt tblernn. • 

If ■ Was fiift eltabfilhed in 1306 ! by Boniface 
VIII. who, Wilhing to fanftify the profane inftitu- 
tion of the fecular games of ancient Rome, con-* 
ceived the > idea of indicating the firft year of 
each century as that in. which heaven, more 
particularly propitious, would in future fliower 
down upon the faithful a .larger portion of thofe 
blefiings, of' which the popes called themfelves 
the difpenfers. Clement VI. was of opinion,' 
that thefe periods, fo favourable to the Faithful, 
and fo glorious to the Holy See, were too diftant j 
and ordered that they Ihould recur every fifty 
years. The fecond jubilee was therefore celebrat- 
ed in 1350. Sextus V. improved (till farther upon 
the liberality of his predeceffors ; and ordained 
that the jubilee Ihould take place every five and 
twenty years, which has been the practice ever 
fince. 

Clement XIV.’ already attacked by the linger? 
ing difeafe of which he died, had in the month 
of April, as' we have already faid, announced 
the opening of the holy year, in full confiftory. 
It was referved for another to celebrate it. Pius 
VI. had that happinefs in the following year ; and, 
but for the cataftrophe which precipitated hin> 
h 4 
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from his thrope, would probably have aujqyfcd & 
§ fecoijd time. _ ; , . 

The jubilee of 17 75, in' all probability the 
laft, was celebrated with a degree of magni- 
ficence, furpaffing that of all the preceding 
ones. It was on this occafiop, that Pius VI, 
gave the firft proof of hjs tafte for pompous ce- 
remonies. One of the principal circumftances of 
the feftival, that indeed which may be. called thp 
firft aft of it, is the opening of the famous .porta 
junta, or facred dpor. This dopr, whiph is one 
of thofe of St. Peter’s church, remained con- 
ftantly (hut. except during the holy year. It 
was then opened with a parade of which Pius 
VI. took gate not to dkninifli the effeft. It was, 
bis. office to preftde over the demolition . of a 
brick wall, , that clofed the entrance .of the fa- 
cred. door, Advancing with majeftic gravity, 
he ftruek the firft ftroke, and inftantly the, wall 
fell to the ground under the redoubled blows of 
the workmen, to whom the fignal had been 
given. The pious fpeftatrors eagerly, fefcpd upon 
the materials ; each ftone being an objeft of 
high veneration. By their contaft with that 
which was laid four-and-twenty years before by 
the facred hands of the fovereign pontiff, they 
had acquired the virtue of curing all. forts of 
difeafes. According to cuftotp* the porta junta 
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remained open during all the holy year, and was 
the fcene of the moft ridiculous mummery. The 
< pope himfelf did not pals through it without ex- 
hibiting marks of the. moft profound refpeS ; 
while the pilgrims, difdaining the numerous 
paflifges which lead into the church, of St. Pe- 
ter, entered it only by crawling under the fo- 
oted door upon their hands and knees. It was 
fhut with great folemnity at the end of the year. 
The pope approached, fitting upon a kind of 
throne, and furrounded by the cardinals ; and am 
anthem was fung, accompanied by loud muiic s 
it was the lyre of Amphion about to rebuild the 
walls of Thebes. The pontiff then defcendpd 
with a gold trowel in his hand ; laid the firft 
ftone of the wall which was to laft twenty-five 
years ; put a little mortar upon it ; and reafcend- 
ed his throne. Real mafons took his place, 
and completed the blocking up of the facred 
door, the ceremony clofing with, a folemn mafs. 

. Thus did the Roman catholics lavifh the auguft 
myfteries of their religion, fometiines upon the 
jbaptifm of a bell, and fometimes upon the re- 
building of a wall. 

The following day the feftival was continued, 
Pius VL difplaying in it all his great talents for 
acting, which were hitherto but little known. 
He was already near fixty years of age ; but his 
complexion ftill retained fomewhat of die bril* 
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liant colouring of youth. The Romans, acciif- 
tomed to fee their pontiffs bending under the 
weight of years, and labouring in the performance 
of their public fun6tions, which were often long 
and fatiguing, admired the addrefs and grace with 
which the new pope acquitted himfelf of his 
talk. The church feemed to grow young again, 
and to haye a right, as well as Pius VI., to ex- 
pett profperous days.- 

It was fhortly afterwards that the beauty of 
v his perfon received an homage, to which the vi- 
cars of Jefus Chrifl were not accuftomed. While 
Pius Vj. was paffing through a ftreet of Rome, 
carried along with a fplendour fuitable to his 
dignity, a voice was heard from one of the win- 
dows, which were crowded with curious fpec- 
tators. It was that of a young woman : quanto 
e bello f quanto e bello / cried file, in a moment of 
enthufiafm. An old woman, in hafte to correS 
any thing that might appear too profane in this 
exclamation, replied, with her hands joined, and 
her eyes lifted up towards heaven, Tanto e bello 
quanto e junto t- It is faid, that fuch a compli- 
ment gave Pius VI. more fecret fatisfa£tion 
thah all the inceilfe lavithed upon him by the 
prelates at the altar, and all the genuflexions of 
-the Sacred College. ‘ ' 

We do not mean, however, that an inclina- 
tion, eotnmqn to many of the cardinals, was ever 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




included in the charges brought againft hinndu- 
ring the courfe of his long pontificate. His very 
enemies, if not altogether unjuft, muft confefs.that 
he hag. always been irreproachable as to purity of 
morals. In the early days which he pafled at Rome, 
ambition made him feek the fociety of a lady of 
high rank, and of a very intriguingdifpofition,who 
was fuppofed to poflefs confiderable influence. 
This was madame Falconieri, mother of the 
young lady, afterwards duchefs of Brafchi. He 
was indebted to her for his firft fuccefs in his 
ecclefiaftical career. But, madame Falconieri, 
though worthy of attention as a patronefs-, had 
nothing that could make her defirable as a 
miftrefs. Brafchi vilited her for a fhort time ; 
kept away as foon as he had obtained the only 
favour he expected from her ^ and was folely 
indebted for the reputation, which he acquired 
in thefe latter times, of being mademoifelle Fal- 
conieri’s father, to the ill-humour of his fubjefts, 
and to his blind partiality for her after fhe be- 
came his niece. ' , . 

, During the time that he was treafurer of the 
Apoftolical Chamber, that is to fay, from 1766 
to 1773, he was remarkable for his conftant ap- 
plication to bufinefs, for his contempt of worldly 
pleafures, and for the regularity of his conduct; 
which procured him general efteem. He did 
not forfeit this chara£ter during his cardinalate. 
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which Iafted only two years ; and when he veai 
feated in St. Peter’s chair, excepting irideed the 
duplicity of which he was fufpe&ed, and which 
ihe embarraflrrtent of cir'cuth fiances feemed to 
render excufable, he was free from all ferious 
reproach. Since his elevation to the papacy, 
his defefts, which he had either concealed, or 
had had no opportunity of developing, have ex- 
cited a great deal- of hatred ; but calumny, which 
has not fpared him, has fcarcely ever attacked 
him upon the feore of his rtiorals, Grorani is, 
perhaps, the only <mi who treats him as ill ip 
that refpe£t as in every other. He throws fuf- 
picions upon the motives of the affection Which 
Cardinal Ruffo manifefted for him in his youth j 
he pretends that it Was not ambition alone whidh 
Jed t© fefe connexidft with madame 'Falcortiefi - t 
and he even infinuates, that gallantry was one of 
the principal means of his elevation to the papal 
throne. It is in fa£l of no great confequence 
whether thefe charges be founded or pot. The 
falvation of Pius VI. may be much concerned ; 
but his glory is very little interefied in his hav- 
ing faithfully praftifed one of the fir ft Chriftiahr 
Virtues. It is a duty, however, that We owe to 
truth, to affirm, that thofe who have known him 
long* and well, never perceived any, thing that 
could give rife to the frbalTeft doubt as to the 
purity of his morals; at leaft frOrn the time iq 
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which he' was appointed treafurer, to the end of 
his pontificate. If the amqrous connexions of a 
temporal fovereign cannot efcape the vigilance 
of his numerous attendants, hqwcan a pope, all 
\vhofe Heps apd moments are counted, conceal 
himfelf from the pics obfervation of the confci- 
entious, or froth the keen eye of malignity ; and, 
cover his ferret intrigues with an impenetrable, 
veil? Pius VI. divjded all his tjme between his 
religions duties, his clefet, and the library of the 
Vatican. He went out very feldom, and never 
withpnt company- He had no tafte fqr a coun- 
try refidence, nor even for thofe' innocent arnufe- 
meats which the graved men allow themfelves-, 
as a relaxation after their, labours. He palled 
the fiimmev feafon at thq Quirinal palace, and 
the reft of the year at the Vatican. His only- 
recreation was the vifit which he paid almoft; 
every year to the Pontine marChes. Cqnftantly 
taken up with ferious occupations, or the duties; 
of his oSice, he avoided, inftead of feeking, the, 
/ociety of women. j 

As pope, he could not then lead a more ex- 
emplary life; but as a map, and as a fevereignn 
he no doubt expofed himfelf. to many apd fepeusi 
reproaches. An erroneous opinion had beem 
formed of him in many refpects. When... ten- 
dered more confpicqaus by his eminent ftat*W»t 
he faon difeovered a great ignorance of-wqridijri 
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affairs, particularly of politics 5 an obftinacy 
which never yielded to a direft attack ; and an 
invincible attachment to certain prejudices, in- 
feparable perhaps from his profeflion, but of 
which he neither fufpe£ted the inconvenience 
nor the danger. This we fhall have frequent 
(Opportunities of observing in the courfe of thefe 
Memoirs. He entertained the moft favourable 
idea of his own capacity. Rather headftrong 
than firm, he was conftantly undoing what he 
had done j and this mixture of vanity and weak- 
nefs was attended with two ferious inconveni- 
ences. What was no more than inconfiftency, 
and' want of refolution, was taken for duplicity. 
Coldly affable he never felt a real affeftion for 
any one ; nor ever knew what it was completely 
to unbofom himfelf, unlefs when fear rendered 
him communicative. 

Out of the five cardinals, who were fucceflively 
his fecretaries of ftate, there was not one who 
dould flatter himfelf with having enjoyed his 
entire confidence. He granted it, but ftill under 
certain reftrittions, to Gerdyl and Antonelli, 
two other cardinals; confulting them folely about 
matters in which he thought he could derive 
advantage from their talents. 

• Hafly, impetuous, and lornetimes even paf- 
fion^te, he required to be curbed by fear, or 
foothed by affe&ionate language, which indi* 
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c&ted an attachment to his intereft, without hurt- 
ing his pride. Cardinal de Bernis faid of him, 
towards the end of the year 177*7, I zvat'ck over 
him incejfantly, as over a child of an excellent difpofi- 
tion j but too full of /pints, and capable of throwing 
itfelf out of the window if left a moment alone. 

. That excellent dijpojition was afterwards in great 
meafure fpoiled by adulation, the poflefiion of 
power, and the want of fomebody bold enough to 
tell him the truth, or inclined to talep the trouble. 
Faults gradually manifefted thepfelves that the 
moft clear- fighjted had not even fufpedled. His 
lpng pontificate was, befides, a grievance which 
neither the cardinals nor the people of Rome 
could pardon him. In fliort, a concurrence of un- 
lucky circumftances, to which he knew not hbw 
to accommodate himfelf, added to his improvi- 
dence and to his vanity, the principal fource of 
his prodigality, and of his tafte for brilliant, but 
expenfive enterprifes, rendered him in the end 
more odious than many princes who have been 
really wicked. One of his operations alone Will 
find favour with pofterity, and even immor’talife 
his name, although infedted with that principal 
fault which manifefted itfelf in every thing, and 
which was not one of the fmalleft eaufeS of fils 
forrOws; this is the draining, which he at leaft' 
began, of the Pontine marlhes. ;• 

• * - 
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CHAPTER VIE 



The draining of the Pontine Marjhes. 

Of all the enterprifes of Pius VI., that to 
which he conftantly attached the higheft import- 
ance, and which will throw a luftre upon his 
pontificate, even in the eyes of the fevereft 
judges., is the draining of the Pontine marlhes. 
It alternately procured his vanity gratifications 
and difappointments j and was the theme of 
pompous panegyrics and bitter farcafms. It is 
connected with the profperity and falubrity of 
Italy. The expenfes attendant on it occafioned 
the exhauftion of the papal treafury, and the 
murmurs of the Roman people ; and thus paved 
the way for a revolution. It therefore deferves 
feme mention 

The Appian way. Via Appia, famous in hif- 
tory on account of the era of its conftrufition, 
and the name of its founder, and rendered ftill 
more illuftrious by fo many triumphal procef- 

* We have Arrowed the greatell part of thefe details firospr 
awotk upon Italy, published in German, by Doctor Meyer, a 
Hamburgher, equally refpe&able for his talents and virtues, 
This work appeared at Berlin in 1 792, Under the title of 
Darftillungen aus Italien. ' 
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lions ; that road, of which the ruins, furviving 
the ravages of time* would alone fuffice to give 
an idea of the Romans and of their public works, 
paffed through the country which has fince been 
called the Pontine marflies. The origin of their 
exiftence is loft in oblivion. Two rivers, the 
Amafenus and the Ufens, which have preferved 
their ancient names to the prefen t day, appear 
to have been, by their overflowing, the firft caufe 
of the defolation to which this country has been 
Condemned, whenever the careleffnefs of the go- 
vernment has ceafed to call the guardian hand of 
induftry to its afliftance. From that part of the 
Apennines which borders upon the ancient 
Gampania, and at the foot of which is a large 
valley extending to the fea, run a great number 
of ftreams, large and fmall, that find inexhaufti* 
ble fources in the fummits and fides of that 
chain of mountains. Their union forms feveral 
rivers* the beds of which being conftantly filled 
up by the mud that the water brings down with 
it, cannot contain the abundant tribute they re- 
ceive, efpecially in the rainy feafon. They then 
fwell, overflow, and cover the plain, which is on 
a level with their banks. Some of thefe torrents 
run off into the loweft parts of the valley, and 
there form immenfe ponds, abounding with 
filh. 

Such is the permanent caufe of the tendency 

VOL. i. i 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




114 



of this country to degenerate into a morafs : 
fuch are the obftacles which the Romans, during 
the fplendid period of the republic, had con- 
ftantly to overcome, and over which they con- 
ftantly triumphed. 

• A colony of Spartans, difgufted with the feve- 
rity of the- laws of Lycurgus, quitted Lacedae- 
mon, and, after a long and dangerous naviga- 
tion, landed upon this coaft. Finding it a fertile 
country, they fettled there ; and, according to the 
-cuftom of thofe fuperftitious times, dedicated a 
temple, a facred wood, and feveral fountains, 
to an unknown goddefs, whom they were pleafeii 
to call Feronia ; and whofe worth ip and altars 
have been immortalifed in the verfes of Ho- 
race *. 

By the care of this induftrious colony, the 
country which they had peaceably conquered 
was rapidly peopled, and attained a high degree 
of cultivation. It is the country of the Volfci, 
who made fo great a figure during the robuft in- 
fancy of the Roman republic ; and it was for a 
long time one of its principal granaries. But to- 
wards the time when Rome was in its greateft 
fplendour, this diftrift, defolated by inundations, 
was indifcriminately denominated the Pontiqe 
country, and the Pontine marflies ( ager Pontinus, 

* Ora manufque tualavimus, Feronia, lympha. 

Lib. I. Sat. V. 
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palus Pontinus)-, the three and twenty cities, which 
formerly embellithed its furface, no longer efcift- • 
ing but in the remembrance of the Romans. 
The principal families of Rome, however, eftab- 
liflied in fuch cantons, as the elevation of the 
ground, and the efforts of induftry, preferved 
from the ravages of the flagnant water, thofe 
country-feats, the beauty and fertility of which 
were celebrated by the Roman poets. 

About three centuries before the Chriftian 
era, Appius Claudius, the cenfor, furnamed the 
Blind, flood forward as the firft reflorer of this 
country. He carried acrofs the morafs the road 
which bears his name, and of which the magni- 
ficence was never equalled. Among other mo- 
numents, it offered to the eye thofe tombs x which 
fuggefted to the mind of the penfive traveller 
this philofophical thought : Thofe who repofe 

here once lived, and, like thee-, were mortal 

It was not, however, till a century and a 
half after the making of the Appian way, that 
Cornelius Cethegus, the conful, undertook to 
drain the Pontine marfhes. Tranfient and im- 
potent efforts ! Julius Caefar found this country 
a prey to new defolation. Covetous of every 
kind of glory, he was about to reflore it to ferti- 
lity; when a premature death prevented him 
from executing the arduous talk. 

Auguftus undertook it. It was he who cut, 
i z 
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along the Appian way, a canal which was def- 
traed to receive the ftagnant water, and to afford 
it an outlet} and which ferved alfo for the pur- 
pofes of navigation, and for the conveyance of 
travellers *. This was the canal on which Ho- 
race embarked with Maecenas, on his way from 
Rome to Brundufium ; and of which he fSafons 
his defcription with the fait of his fatirical hu- 
mour* 

Trajan appeared next in the lift of the im- 
provers of this fatal country ; but he confined 
himfelf to the reparation and embellifliment of 
the Appian way, and to the making of another 
road which bears his name f. 

Near three centuries afterwards, during the 
memorable reign of Theodor ic I., king of the 
Goths in Italy, the Pontine marfhes re-appeared 
in all their horror. Let us liften to that prince 
himfelf, while defcribing them to the Roman 
fenate, through the medium of the illuftrious 
Cafliodorus, his minifter, in the poetical ftyle of 
thofe barbarous times. — “ Thofe morafles,” fays 
he, “ of which the inimical fury lays wade the 
“ neighbouring country ; over which the irre- 
fiftible violence of the water extends itfelf like. 
** a fea } and, invading the country far and. near, 

* See the map annexed to this volume, 
t See the map. 
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**« defolates with its dreadful inundations the 
molt delightful plains ; deforms their beaute- 
** ous face by converting them intpdeferts; and 
“ difgraces a foil, which, being ftripped of its 
“ fruits by the floods, no longer affords any ufe- 
“ ful production, fince it is left a prey to the 
“ ravages of the ftagnant water. Let us ad- 
“ mire," adds he, “ the enterprifing boldnefs 
“ of paft times revived in one of our contempo- 
“ raries, who has juft attempted alone what the 
“ united powers of the ftate did not dare to un- 
“ dertake.’’ He meant a rich patrician of tKe 
name of Deem , who was in faCt inverted with 
the foie charge of draining thefe marfhes, and to 
whom Theodoric abandoned the property of the 
plains he was about to render fertile, “ becaufe,” 
faid he, “ it is juft that every one fhould enjoy 
u the fruit of his labours.” An infeription 
found near Terracina proves that the efforts of 
Decius were crowned with fome fuccefs. 

But after him, time, powerfully feconded by 
the ravages of war, and by the negleCt of the 
ruling powers, refumed its rights over a country, 
devoted by turns to the charms of a luxuriant 
cultivation, andlo the devaluation occafioned by 
the mercilefs floods. The popes, who firft 
eftablilhed their temporal authority in the Ro- 
man ftate, had neither fufticient activity, know- 
ledge, nor treafure ; three things of which the 
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union alone can give birth to the miracles of in- 
duftry. Several fovereign pontiffs, however, en- 
deavoured to fignalife their reign by bold at- 
tempts. Boniface VIII., Martin V., Leo X., 
and particularly Sextus V., whofe energetic cha- 
rafter reminds us, in many refpe£ts, of the fplen- 
did days of Rome, were ambitious of this kind 
of glory, and not without fuccefs. The traces 
of two canals are ftill to be feen, which might 
have been reftored at a fmall expenfe to their an- 
cient deftination; and of which the names (Rio 
Martino and Fiitrne Si/to ) denote the pontiffs by 
whom they were cut. 

Their indolent fucceffors fuffered thefe noble 
works to go to ruin. From time to time fome of 
them were tempted to refume them ; but of 
what ufe are tranfient whims in enterprifes 
which require a ftrong and eonftant volition ? 
Proje&s were formed ; maps were drawn ; and 
the advice was taken of Dutch engineers, as the 
moft fkilful in Europe in works of the kind. In 
thefe latter times, fome Italians alfo prefented 
plans for draining land, which were flightly in- 
veftigated, and then laid upon the fhelf. In the 
mean time the caufe of the ravages kept ope- 
rating flowly, but without interruption ; and 
when Pius VI. fucceeded to the papal throne, 
the Pontine marfhes, after two centuries of neg- 
left, were in the moft horrible ftate. To re- 
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ftore to cultivation and falubrity the vaft extent 
of ground wtiich they covered, was an enterprife 
that might have difmayed a man of common 
intrepidity; but his courage was fupported by 
the idea of the glory about to be attached to his 
name ; or rather it was nothing but that fame 
love of extraordinary things, in which the little 
good he has done, and all the errors he is expi- 
ating, originated. Immediately after his accef- 
fion, he went to vifit that defolate country. He 
flmddered, when, from the top of a hill which 
commands a view of it, he faw at his feet the 
deep ravages of time, and of the inundations, 
the peftiferous fogs, which extended far and 
wideband the dangers which even threatened 
his facred perfon, thould he dare to tread the 
unfolid ground. He conceived from that mo- 
ment the project of beginning by making a fafe 
road, and building great bridges over the abyfs, 
in order to fecure to himfelf the means of eroding 
it at leaft without danger. He next turned his 
attention to the great operation of draining. It 
is at the port of Aftura, where Cicero was deca- 
pitated, and where the unfortunate Conradin 
fell, thirteen centuries after, into the hands of 
his cruel conqueror, that thefe marfhes begin. 
They extend along the coaft as far as Terracina, 
upon the confines of the kingdom of Naples ; 
and in fome places advance a great way into the 

14 
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interior of the country. . They would long ago- 
have poifoned the air of Rome, if the peftilential 
vapours they exhale had not been flopped by 
the forefts which fhelter the cities of Cifterna 
and Sermonnetta. 

At the beginning of a reign, the attention of 
every one is awake, and every hope is alive j a 
profpedt opens which admits the indulgence 
of diftant fpeculations ; and vanity, ambition, 
and adulation, are eager to fecond the views 
of the fovereign. Thofe of Pius VI. were for- 
warded by his new fubje&s. He eftablifhed 
a bank, under the name of Monte dei Marecagi , 
to receive the funds deftined for this enterprife j 
and in a little time the voluntary fubfcriptions' 
carried thither amounted to 120,000 Roman 
crowns. Bolognini, one of thofe whofe plans 
had been prefented under the pontificate of 
Clement XIII., was immediately put at the head 
of the undertaking; and in 1777, Sani*an able 
furveyor, was charged to draw a plan of the 
ground, and to indicate the fpots, in which the 
works might be begun with the greateft proba- 
bility of fuccefs. 

The firft thing difcovered under the mud was 
an ancient aquedu£t, which formerly fupplied 
the city of Terracina with water; and which 
was repaired at little expenfe. The famous 
Appian way was nekt cleared of the ftrata of 
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earth under which it lay buried; and that r 
matter-piece of Roman magnificence, paved 
entirely with blocks of lava, and leading acrofil 
the whole country, which feparates Rome from 
Capua, was rettored to the light of day, and to 
the traveller; but not without confiderable pains 
and expenfe. Appius Claudius, better verfed 
in hydraulics than his fuccettors, was fenfible that 
a road carried through the midft of ttagnant wa-» 
ter ought not much to exceed their ordinary le* 
vel. No doubt, at the time of great inunda- 
tions, the Appian way, thus conftru&ed, was 
momentarily overflowed ; but its fmall degree 
of elevation ferved at leaft to favour the running 
off of the water towards the fea. Thofe who 
came after him remedied an inconvenience which 
lafted only a few hours, and, by heightening the 
furface of the road, rendered it more conftantly 
paffable ; but they created a much more ferious 
inconvenience. The road thus raifed five or fix 
feet by Trajan, and feveral feet more by king 
Theodoric, four centuries afterwards, was inter- 
fered at certain intervals by arches, under which 
the water that came from the Apennines found ^ 
a paffage to the fea. Thofe arches being choked 
up, from want of proper care, the water, which 
at the time of the inundations ufed to pafs fo 
freely over the old road, found itfelf confined 
by the kind of dyke that improvidence had 
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raifed ; remained ftagnant ; diffufed itfelf ; and 
rofe to a higher level ; and thus the mifchief, 
meant to be remedied, only grew worfe and 
worfe. It was at its height when Pius VL un- 
dertook to attack it at its fource-. The fuccef- 
live ftrata of Hones, which had been laid upon 
the work of the ancient Romans, were firft de- 
moliOied by dint of labour ; the dates of their 
conftruftion, and the names of their authors, ap- 
pearing by infcriptions, which both time and 
the water had fpared. At length the old Ap- 
pian way was difcovered. It was found to be 
Hill furrowed with deep ruts, made by the car* 
riages of the Romans in the time of the re- 
public, and perhaps alfo by their triumphal 
cars; facred traces, which awakened the moft 
fublime recolle&ions. It was on this revered' 
foundation that Pius VI. made the new road, 
which was carried as far as Terracina, the laft 
town of his dominions towards the fouth, and 
which the court of Naples continued to the ce- 
lebrated city of Capua. In 1786 this noble road 
was completely finithed, was open for paflengers, 
and conftituted one of the principal embellifli- 
ments of modern Italy. 

While this magnificent work was in hand, 
orders were given to cut through the morafs a 
wide canal, which was to terminate in the l^ke 
of Fogliano ; a lake feparated from the coaft by 



Digitized by 



Google 




123 



a narrow tongue of land. Thoufands of hands 
were employed in thefe labours, and not with- 
out fuccefs. As early as the month of O&ober 
1778, a piece of land, of eighty rubbie , was reco- 
vered from the ftagnant water ; and in the fol- 
lowing year was fit for cultivation. 

The firft enthufiafm of the Romans, however, 
had fubfided, and began in that very year to 
give place to murmurs. The voluntary fubfcrip- 
tions falling far fhort of the expenfe, the under- 
taking could not be carried on without burden- 
fome loans ; and did not appear to be attended 
with the fuccefs anfwerable to fuch ruinous ef- 
forts. It was decryed. The ill-humour that 
the pope thence conceived ferved only to confirm 
him in his projefts ; and fometimes gave occa- 
fion to fcenes charadteriftic of his irafcible, but 
juft and benevolent difpofition. In the courfe of 
the above year a prieft of Terracina, a good ec- 
clefiaftic, but a bad courtier, repaired to Rome to 
folicit a prebend. He'hadjuft pafled through a 
country which occupied the pontiff’s attention, 
and could give him certain and recent information 
on the fubjedt. In anfwer to the queftions of 
his holinefs, he bluntly told him that the draining 
made no progrefs, and that the fums expended 
upon it were fo much money thrown away. “ Mo- 
ney thrown away !" replied the pope, in a rage. 
“ You are an infolent fellow : what do you 
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come to brave me in my very palace r” This 
was a clap of thunder to the poor prieft. He 
fainted away; was carried to his apartments ; and, 
when he recovered his fenfes, thought that he had 
nothing better to do than to return with all fpeed 
to Terracina. His defpair was great : inftead of 
his prebend, he had nothing to carry back but 
the maledi£lion of the holy father. But what 
was his aftonilhment, when on a fudden he faw 
the pope’s chamberlain enter, and deliver to him 
not only the grant of the prebend, but alfo an 
order to wait upon his holinefs without delay. 
This fecond interview was lefs ftormy than the 
former ; and was no doubt more ufeful to the 
pope. He derived information from it by which 
he profited. 

But what can human pejfeverance effeCt, when 
oppofed by the caprices of the elements ? To- 
wards the end of 1779, a dreadful inundation 
deftroyed all the works ; fwallowed up the enor- 
mous fums they had already coft; and juftified 
the unfavourable prediction of the prieft of Ter- 
racina. Nobody knew how to communicate to 
the pope this fatal intelligence. It reached him 
difguifed, and weakened ; but it was Hill fuffici- 
ently alarming to infpire him with a defire of 
repairing to the fpot in order to eftimate the 
mifchief, and to prefcri'oe a remedy. 

It was a thing extremely uncommon to fee a 
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pope abfent himfelf from his fee. From Bene- 
di& XIII., who, in 1727, went as far as Bene- 
vento, no pontiff had been known to make a 
longer excurfioii than to Caftel-Gondolfo, which 
is only at a' few miles diftance from Rome. 
Pius VI. was fcarcely recovered from a very fe- 
rious fit of illnefs. His phyficians, his darling 
nephew, count Onefti, and his courtiers particu- 
larly, endeavoured to diffuade him from the ex- 
ecution of his projeft : but he perfifted in it, and 
fet off, on the 5th of April 1780, with a very 
frnall retinue. This proof of his tafte for fimpli- 
city, and of his averfion for ufelefs luxury, inftead 
of procuring him the praife he was entitled to, 
ferved only to render him the obje£l of farcafms. 
His economy was conftrued into meannefs ; his 
abftinence from pomp into a want of dignity. 
The fovereign pontiff, the vicar of Jefus Chrift, 
was, as one of our modern poets fay, condemned 
to magnificence. What unaccountable injuftice ! 
We firft deify men, and then impute it to them 
as a crime, if, when furrounded with pageantry 
and adulation, they confider themfelves as demi- 
gods at leaft. But let us follow Pius VI. in his 
journey. 

He would not allow the cardinal de Bernis to 
•accompany him, even to his bifhopric of Albano, 
ten miles diftant from Rome. His obfequious 
eminence obeyed ; but as he had already difco- 
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vered the tafte which the pope endeavoured to 
conceal under the veil of modefty, Pius VI. 
found, on his arrival at Albano, infcriptions with 
which he permitted his vanity to be flattered. 
At Veletri, where he flept the firft night, cardi- 
nal Albani, dean of the Sacred College, befides 
the incenfe of infcriptions, lavifhed on him an- 
other kind of homage, to which he was far from 
being infenfible. It confided of fome effects of 
great value, that had juft defcended to him by 
inheritance. On leaving Veletri, he was ac- 
companied by a fquadron of cuirafliers as far as 
Terracina, where he was to flop. The neigh- 
bouring towns fent detachments of foldiers, to 
prevent the diforders that might have been oc- 
cafioned by an immenfe crowd of people, at- 
tracted by curiofity from all parts of the ecclefi- 
aftical ftate, as well as of the kingdom of Naples. 
During the few days which he pafled at Terra- 
cina, he occupied the modeft habitation of a 
private individual. Thence he went to vifit the 
Pontine marfhes, which are only at a few miles 
diftance ; and there he difpatched the ordinary 
bufinefs of the ftate, which admitted of no delay. 
Important affairs were poftponed till his return. 

After a journey which lafted in all twelve 
days, he returned to Rome exceedingly well fa- 
tisfied. According to the cuftom obferved with 
all foYereigns, both great and fmall, fuch parts 
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only of the works that he went to fee were (hewn 
to him as were calculated to infpire him with 
brilliant hopes. He was even told, that in a 
year his great enterprifei would be completed j 
and, by his orders, gold and filver medals were 
diftributed to the workmen. He was defirous 
that every heart fhould partake of his joy. On 
his way out and home he travelled with plea- 
fure along that noble road, which, fince its re- 
eftablifliment under his aufpices, had changed 
its name from Via Appia to Via Pia ; that road 
which ftill attrafts the admiration of travellers, 
and which is perhaps the only thing really ufeful 
that has refulted from fuch a world of pains and 
expenfe. From that very time it was forefeen 
that the complete draining of the marlhes would 
be impoffible, becaufe the water which covered 
them was lower than the fea, and becaufe it was 
fed by the ftreams that flowed inceflantly from 
the neighbouring mountains. To obviate this 
difficulty, Pius VI. ordered a new canal to be cut. 
Always aiming at brilliant enterprifes inftead 
of ufeful undertakings, he conceived while upon 
the fpot the idea of building a new city, in the 
inidft of the land recovered from the water. A 
plan of it was drawn under his own infpeftion. 
This city, which was to contain ten thoufand 
families, was to be a perfect fquare, interfered 
by a large canal intended to receive the water of 
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all the neighbouring ftreams. The canal itfelf 
was to fall into the fea, after having in its courfe 
favoured exportation and inland trade. The po- 
verty of the Apoftolicaf Chamber obliged Piu9 
VI. to defer this project to better times. On his 
return he vifited the lake of Fogliano, and the 
Quarries of marble recently difcovered in a 
mountain upon the coaft ; and went alfo to fee 
what progrefs was making in the fumptuous 
buildings he was adding to the abbey of Subiaco. 
He was pofleffed of it before he arrived at the 
pontifical throne; and every thing that was 
nearly or diftantly connefited with it was to be 
embellifhed or enriched. He was conftrufting 
there a fuperb church, afeminary, and a palace; 
fplendid, but ufelefs and' expenfive works, which 
added not a little to the diftrefs of the Roman 
finances, and which already indicated his ruin- 
ous tafte for magnificence and fhow. 

, During this journey many fumptuous ruins 
were fhewn to him, which appeared to have be- 
longed to the ancient city of Sueffa-Pometia, 
and to the fumptuous edifices which formerly em- 
belliflied the Appian way. Among thefe ruins 
had . been found fragments of antique ftatues, 
infcriptions, bas-reliefs, and articles of furniture; 
fame mutilated by time, others not at all disfi- 
gured. The pope immediately gave orders to 
collect thefe precious relics, and to referve them 
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fofr the mufeum of the city it was his intention 
to found. 

But Pius VI. never experienced any fatisfac* 
tion unmixed with alloy. Unlucky accidents, 
or at leaft ftrong apprehenfiorts, conftantly ob- 
truded themfelves upon his joys, or difturbed 
his repofe. Scarcely was he returned from the 
Pontine marflies, when he learned that the court 
of Naples envied him the brilliant fruit of his 
folicitude, and his principal claim to glory. 
The marquis della Sambucca, who, without 
having inherited the marquis di Tanucci's ill- 
will to the Holy See, had at that time perfonal 
reafons of complaint againft Pius VI.* was en- 
gaged, it was faid, in drawing up a ftate paper, 
in which a great part of the Pontine marflies, 
and of the city of Terracina, was claimed as the 
property of the kingdom of Naples. Envy al- 
ready faw, with uneaflnefs, a country, fo clofely 
bordering upon that kingdom, arrived at a. high 
degree of cultivation ; the miferable inhabitants 
of Abruzzo, led away by the attractions of this 
new Eden; a magnificent city riling in the 
midft of marflies; -and the port of Terracina 
affording a fafe Ihelter -to fmall velfels, and ri- 
valling that of Naples. This ftate paper aftualljr 
appeared, and threw the pope into great con* 
fternation. He found fome Confolation, how- 
ever, in the heart of the- cardinal de Eernis ; 
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often his fevere een'for,. but always hje friend. 
The pontifical archives were immediately" 
fearehed, in order to procure materials t for a 
complete refutation. Thefe efforts of erudition, 
which would have been of no avail againft the 
execution of a plan ferioufly in agitation, were 
in the prefent cafe ufelefs* the malignity of the 
Neapolitan- nrinfifter being fatisfied, for this time# 
with the agonies into which he had thrown the 
holy father. 

The uneafy jealoufy. of the court of Naples 
was, after all, premature ; for the brilliant chi- 
meras of Pius VI. were very far from being re- 
' alifed. Shortly after his return, feveral perfons, 
among- others the duke de Grimaldi, then Spa- 
nifii atubaffador, went to pay a vilit to the Ponf 
tine marfhes, and informed him on. their return, 
no doubt in a lamentable tone, that the execu- 
tion of his magnificent project was confidered 
a,s impracticable. **• The hidden fprings never 
ceafed to flow ; and 'the bottom of the pi&rfh 
was decidedly lower than the level of the fea. 
The part adjacent to the mountains promifed an 
abundant harveft; but the oppofite fide was 
doomed to remain for ever under water.” There 
might be fome exaggeration in thefo alarming 
accounts ; but the. truth was, that the works had 
not by a great deal aqfwered the brilliant ex- 
pectations. of . the preceding year. . Eighteen 
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huttidfed men •were conftantly employed y but 
peftilential vapours had fpread among them 
sn epidemical difeafe ; and the heavy rains had- 
caufed donfiderable inundations. The feed was 
buried, and lay rotting under water. The pro-'_ 
ptmors of the land, deceived in their fpecula- 
tions, applied to the Apoftolical Chamber for in- 
demnity j proved that the fluices intended as 
drains were not conftru&ed according to the 
roles of art j and attributed their Ioffes to the. 
tfrilkilfulhefs- of the engineers. 

The eye of the mafter being deemed neceffary 
a fetJond time, Pius VI. repaired again to the 
fpot, in order to inveftigate thefe evils, and, if 
poffible, to apply a remedy. He Arrived at 
Terracina ; .and inffead of receiving the tribute 
©f gratitude, beard nothing but murmurs and 
complaints. Full of the objefts which he had 
before his eyes, he wrote to Pallavicini, the fe- , 
4 retary of ftate, that he was refolved that the 
great work, which he had fo much at heart, 

‘ fliould in future be carried on with greater a£ii- 
vity. But there was a want of money ; and it 
Could only be fupplied by an increafe of taxes, 
which provoked complaints of another kind. 

, The pontiff was furrounded by rocks ; and 
whatever courfe he fteered was fure to excite 
difeontent, and to feel the fame fentiment him- 

fetf, 
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But what could he fee, what could hd deter-- 
mine upon with due deliberation, in journeys fo- 
rfepidly performed ? At the end of a few days he- 
returned to Rome with fuch celerity, that his. 
phyfician was alarmed for his health. Pius VI. 
alleged, as an excufe, the interefts of fo many 
religious focieties, which would fuffer by his ab- 
fence ; that of the generals of orders ; and that 
of the whole catholic world, which flood fo 
much in need of his paternal folicitude. Sove- 
reigns, merely temporal, find it fo difficult to 
fulfil their immenfe talk ! What then is to be 
expefted from thofe who are bound to attend 
equally to the affairs of heaven, and to thofe of 
the earth ? 

The works at the Pontine marfhes went on, 
neverthelefs, and the hopes of the pope began 
to revive, when .another inundation, in 1783, 
gave him new alarm. He undertook a third 
journey thither, and found that the ravages of 
the water had been exaggerated. Vicar of the 
divinity on earth, he feemed to think that his 
% prefence re-eflablifhed order among the ele* 
,ments, or that, like another Neptune, a quosego 
from his mouth fufficed to overawe the waves. 
He fet off difeouraged, and almofl in defpair; 
he came back re*affured and contented. In the 
following year (1784) he alfo made a journey of 
a fortnight to the Pontine marfhes, and brought 
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tack with him the fame confidence as to the 
fuccefs of his plan ; but he was not yet at the 
end of his troubles. ' Not only cenfure, through 
the medium of Pafquin, lavifhed the molt cruel 
farcafms upon his darling enterprife ; but the 
very perfons who were the molt attached to him 
endeavoured to diffuade him from it. In 178 5/ - 
cardinal Orfini, having crofled the Pontine 
tnarlhes on his return, from Naples, affli&ed him 
with the molt difcouraging obje&ions. Foreign- 
ers, more impartial in their obfervations, were 
equally liberal of their criticifm upon this fa- 
vourite offspring of his vanity. An Englifh tra- 
veller expreffed himfelf thus in 1787 : * “ The 
execution pf this plan has been ill managed ; 
experience having proved that there is not a fuffi- 
eient declivity to carry off the water. After 
ten years labour there is not fo much land 
drained as there was in the time of Auguftus ; 
and the air is become ftill more unwholefome, 
Befides, is there not ip the ecclefiaftical ftate 
more good land than its population ( 2 , 200,000 
fouls), can cultivate? With half the money a .. 
much more advantageous refult might have been 
Obtained. Works fo long and fo expenfive have 

* This Englifh author is fo vaguely indicated, that it has 
pot been polfible to difcover the original text : it has therefore 
beef) necelfary tg re-tra&flate the traqflation. 
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produced no advantage btjt the r£-eftablij(hp»<!irt 
of the Appian way, which for a tenth part of 
the fyni might have been completely reftored.” . 

The judicious Archenholtz, in his work con- 
cerning Italy, exprefies himfelf with ftijj greater 
Severity. He applauds the undertaking in itfelf^, 
but confiders the means as very inadequate ,apd 
the refult as very unfatisfa&ory. According tq 
him, the wages of the workmen are top fmab j 
their habitations are miferable huts, where, al 7 
mod as naked as favages, and as pale and livid 
as ghofts, they go to reft themfelves after their 
dangerous labours. This projedf, conceived by 
the pope' with the beft intention, became, ip the 
hands of the Apoftolical Chapiber, which pre* 
Sided over its execution, one qf-thofe ruinous pa-, 
erilities, with which it dazzled the vulgar, and, 
Satiated its own thirft of gold. 

But all thefe criticifms, apd all this opposition 
which he met with from human pafhons, and 
from the elements, did not difcourage Pius VI. 
The fpring of 1 787 faw hint appear again in the 
fuppofed theatre of his glory, This tjrqp hq 
convinced himfelf with his own eyes of the ra- 
vages occaftpuedy by the inundations. 
vourite nephew, the duke di Nemi, who was in 
pofleftioln pf a part of the drained land, on feeing 
the unfqrtppatje refult pf fo much labour, endear 
voured to prevail upon him' to defift. The un- 
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dertaking had already cofi a faillion of Roman 
crowns. All the money he could command was 
already exhaufted ; but not fo the perfeverance* 
or, more properly fpeaking, the obftinacy of the 
iioly father. The work was continued, but with 
great tardinefs, and upon a fcale proportioned 
to the fraaUnefs of his relburces. In vain did 
the projeft.makers, particularly one Muller, who 
had the fyperintendence of the cuftom-hovde 
and the tolls, devife new ones. They onlyferved 
to irritate the impoverilhed fubjeft, and to ren- 
der the foveroign odious, without producing the 
means of defraying fuch an enormous expenfe. 
in Ihort, after fo much anxiety,- and after twelve 
years labour, the whole country, extending from 
Cifterna toTerracina, was no more thari a fright- 
ful and peftileritial morafs, except a few fpots 
©f ground reftored to cultivation, a handfome 
road, and a canal, which bears the. r#rae of 
JJnea Pia. 

. The following year was witnefs to another 
journey to the Pontine marihes, and to new pe- 
cuniary efforts for the carrying on of the works. 
Under the pretence of fecuring a part at leaft of 
the treafures of our lady of Loretto from the plun- 
dering hands of the Algerines, bars of filver, of 
the value of 400,000 Reman crowns, were taken 
thence, and carried to the Apoftolical Chamber^ 
which paid th e Sant# Cafa interefb at three and a 
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half per cent. A large portion of this fum wd* 
faid to have been expended on the marfhes ; in 
other words, was, in the public opinion, as 
good as thrown away j for malevolence was 
more and more bufy, in decrying the enten- 
prife, Bono cutdate alle paludi P.ontine- (they are 
gone to the Pontine marflies), was a proverb 
current throughout the Roman ftate, when any 
one wiflied to fpeak of fqms of money expended 
in extravagant fcbemes, 

In paffing through the ftreet? of Rome, Pius 
VI. often heard himfelf called ilficcatore* i a 
^nick-name of a double meaning j alluding at 
once to his rage, for drying up the marlhes, and to 
the inconvenience fuffered by the people upon 
that account. In fliort, he. derived nothing but 
maledictions and farcafms from the only opera* 
tion which ought (o have thrown a luftre upon 
his pontificate. In the eyes of his fubjedts it 
was no more than a folly of which they were 
obliged to pay th$ expen fe, and by which they 
profited little $ foreigner? alone enjoying the 
fruit of fo much labour^ and fuch immenfe fum? 
of money. When (hey travelled along the noble 
Appian way, reftored'by Pius Vi** they did nojt 
fee the treasures (wallowed up,hy (he furround* 

. f From fee care to dry. , 4 ftupid thing or troublefome fel- 
low, ia vulgar Englifli a bore> is in Italian converfation caUed 
* unafe'ccatura T* 4 *' * “ ' ' ' ‘ 
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tng marlhes j they did not fee the multitude of 
wretches who had died a lingering death, vic- 
tims to the peftilential vapours that exhaled from 
them. They applauded the brilliant refult of 
thefe laborious and dangerous works as we ad- 
mire the aftonilhing pyramids of Egypt, without 
thinking of the myriads of flaves employed in 
their conftru&ion, or as the giddy multitude ad- 
mires fome fplendid fete, given by a rich man 
embarraffed in his affairs, where the company 
enjoy themfelves, and the manager triumphs, 
while his needy creditors are burfting with 
rage. 

The principal end of this undertaking, that of 
purifying the air, is far from having been at- 
tained. Travellers tremble while driving the 
fix polls and a half, that thefe marlhes extend 
along the Appiaq way, particularly the firft that 
occurs on leaying Terracina. Nothing, how- 
ever, announces the danger that environs them. 
It is true that the brilliant verdure, of which 
they have an extenlive profpe£t on either hand, 
conlilts of little elfe than rulhes, which occupy 
almoft the whole of the fpace that' is not covered 
with timber or brulh-woo'd; and from this Angle 
indication they eafily divine that they are tra^ 
yelling acrofs a morafs. But at the fame time 
the horizon feems as ferene as in the reft of 
Italy, and the air appears as free from vapours 
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jxrceiVte at a dtftance tie ridge of the Apennines 
covered with clouds, pretty much as the fum*» 
inits of high mountains generally are ; but wofui . 
experience 'ought to put them upon -their guard 
again# thefe deceitful appearances. - It is iro» > 
poffible for them to drive with too much jfpeed 
•through this diftrift, where' death feeras to have 
r&abUOied his empire. They ought above all to 
avoid palling the Pontine marlhes by night, or 
even at its approach. Woe. to him who clofes 
fcis eyes during this dangerous journey : he runs 
a great' rifk of never opening them again. The 
livid countenances of tbofe, whom want, or ha- 
■bit, confines to this fpot, fufficiently atteft its 
Knhealthinefs. Their languilhing exiftence is, 
fettle elfe than death more or lefs prolonged. 
Hence it is that fcarcely any habitations are 
to he. feen upon the road, except thole which 
are intended for the fervice of the poll. The 
wretches who occupy them infpire a degree of 
companion which it is difficult to conceal from 
thena r and they tbemfeives are aware of the 
flightnefs of the thread on which their life de* 
pends. A few years ago a traveller perceiving 
a group of thefe animated fpe&res, alked them), 
feow they contrived to live in fuch a country? 
fVe die, anfwered they. The traveller was ftruck 
with this fublime and mournful lacanifin ; which 
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wiU enable the teaser to form a judgment q£ 
the country, of its inhabitants, and, of the fer- 
yices rendered to them by Plus VI : . 

However, while meaning to be humane and 
pompaflionate, let us take care not to be unjufl. 
The making of a noble road between Rome and 
Naples is certainly of feme advantage Jo the 
Romans, and to the inhabitants of part of the 
ecclefiaftical date ; fince, by facilitating the com- 
munication between the two large# cities in 
Italy, it is calculated to vivify the intermediate 
country. Before the reftoration of the Appian 
way, there was no going from one to the other 
without taking a circuitous route through Fog- 
"Jia, afcending the fides of the Apennines, and 
afterwards defcending to.Terracina, by Sermor 
neta apd.Piperno. . . 

But, as to that part of the magnificent plan 
adopted by Pius VI. which tended dirtily to an 
ufefql end, it muft be confefled that the improver 
ments were very defective. All the works were 
undertaken and paid for by the Apojtelical 
Changer, and the furas pf money appropriated 
to them were for the molt part abandoned to 
the depredations of its agents. Some portions 
pf the marlhes were, however, fitted for cul- 
tivation, and farmed out by the Apoftolical 
Chamber to inhabitants, whom repeated inun- 
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dations often obliged to apply for relief. 
Pius VI., little fcrupulous as to the means of en- 
riching his family, was almoft the only one who 
profited by the clear produce of his expenfive 
undertaking. He had found means to form a 
Jiandfome appanage for one of his nephews, out 
of the country recovered from the water? but 
this was only an additional grievance to his 
impoverilhed fubjefis. The French republic 
avenged them by confifcating that part of the 
land in queftion which belonged to the duke 
di Nemi. 

It has been calculated that the fums employed 
In thefe vain attempts would have fufficed to 
Fertilife and reftore to a flourifliing condition a 
great deal of ground in the ecclefiaftical (late, 
which bears witnefs to the floth of its old 
government. Pius VI. facrificed ufeful under- 
takings to vain glory. Magnificent roads, 
bridges and pal ices, decorated with his arms, 
and bearing his name, appeared more feduftive 
to his vanity than fields covered with abundant 
fcrops. He has ajfo left much to be dofte for 
the draining of the Pontine marflies. Immedi- 
ately after the occupation of the ecclefiaftical 
Rate by the republican troops, a company of 
Frenchmen undertook the completion of this 
bufinefs, but were obliged to relinquifh it for 
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want of the neceffary funds. It will, no doubt, 
be one of the firft undertakings of the new Ro- 
man government. 

It remains to be faid, that this great enterprife 

was one of the principal caufes of the ruin of 
the Roman finances. Their diforder, when Pius 
VI. obtained the tiara, was already great. It 
was increafed by that pontiff’s avidity, by his 
tafte for oftentation, and by his prodigality to- 
wards his nephews. Far from remedying the 
abufes of an adminiftration radically defective, 
he augmented them by his weaknefs and by his 
example. This is what we are about to deve- 
lop in the following chapters. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Vices of the Roman Adminiftration ; ■particularly of 
that of Pius VI. 

W E fliall not undertake to defcribe in detail 
the form of the Roman government which has 
been recently deftroyed. It will fuffiee to fay, 
that no one was ever more complicated, nor was 
ever any one lefs anfvverable to the real end of 
all government, that of ruling mankind by the 
mere force of the laws, and of encouraging them, 
by rewards held out to induftry, to labour for 
their own happinefs. It may, therefore, be faid 
without exaggeration, that no country was ever 
worfe adminiftered than t{ie ecclefiaftical ftate, 
efpecially in thefe latter times. Pius VI. ap- 
peared at firft to be fenfible of its defeats, and 
to have conceived the projefl of removing 
them. He appointed a congregation of cardi- 
nals, who were particularly enjoined to find a 
remedy for the diforder of the finances } and to 
give the taxes a form lefs burdenfome to the ftate, 
and lefs intolerable to individuals. He only felt 
an inclination to do good by ftarts ; and, though 
pretty much inclined to defpotifm, never had 
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that ftrong volition which fometimes renders 
defpots fupportabfc, by impelling them to the 
performance of works of ^utility. At the fiift 
afpeft of dangerhe difplayed fomething like coim 
rage ; but was frightened as-' fcon as he had let- 
fate to contemplate it. Obftadlesat firft feemed 1 - 
only to ftrengthen his refolution ; but he fooi* 
implo&ed the affillance of Italian craft in order 
to evade them, or elfe undid all that he bad 
done. He was particularly fearful of appear- 
ing to be governed ; and yet be was often (&$ 
but it was rather through fear, with which he 
was eafily infpired, than by the afcendancy of 
affectionate fentimehts, or by that of reafon. 

He began bis reign, however, by feveral mean 
fares which feemed to indicate fitm-nefs, and a 
fincere define to put an end to the diferdefr of 
the finances. He even gave, in that depart- 
ment, a proof of feverity, which had well nigh 
involved him in a quarrel with the two crowns, 
whofe friendship it was moft his ietereft to cul- 
tivate. Scarcely had Clement XIV. clofed his 
eyes, 'when ^Nicholas Bifchi, his relation and 
friend, whom he had placed at the head of the 
adminiftration of provifions, was fuddenly called 
upon to give an account of the expenditure of ; 
9.00,000 thou fand crowns, which he had received- 
for the purpofe of buying corn during a : g?ea€ ; 
fcareity. Pius VI., who had made a great, pa-* 
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ttde ©if : integrity during the time he was trea- 
furer, wifhed to fupport his reputation, by pro- 
fecuting without mert^ an adminiftrator fufpeft- 
ed of difhoneft conduft. He even manifefted 
upon this occafion a degree of animolity, which 
made the French and Spanifh minifters accufe 
him of perfecuting Bifchi lefs as a peculator than 
as the favourite of Clement XIV., and of wifhing 
to bring an odium upon the government of that 
pontiff. - Notwithftanding the influence which 
the two minifters already poflfefled in a variety 
of refpe£ts, Bifchi was obliged to ftand a trial ; 
the refult of which was very unfavourable, fince 
he was condemned to refund 242,000 crowns, 
though he produced vouchers for the expen- 
diture of all the fums intruded to him, and 
had already given in his accounts to Clement 
XIV., by whom they had been approved. This 
fentence was rather di£tated by prejudice than 
by fevere equity. It was particularly promoted 
by Livizzani, a prelate, a furious partifan of the 
Jefuits, and an implacable enemy to any one who 
.was- hoftile to their interefts. Never, perhaps, 
did Pius VI. fhew more tenacity than upon this 
occafion: He obftinately refufed to grant Bifchi 

a refpite of eight days, which he requefted, in 
ojrder to draw up a juftification. In vain did 
t^c cardinal de Bernis, and the duke de Gri- 
tupkU, then Spanifh ambaflador, intercede in 
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Bifchi’s behalf. His feotence was executed 
with the. utmod rigour, ahd his property fold 
much under its value, to make good the fum he 
was bound to replace. The two miniders of the 
houfe of Bourbon endeavoured at lead to make 
the prelate Livizzani expiate the indecent par- 
tiality with which he fought to injure the me- 
mory of Clement XIV. But Livizzani was, 
neverthelefs, "promoted very fhortly after to the 
legation of Urbino, and found his conduft upon 
this occafion no impediment to his attainment of 
a cardinal’s hat. All that the king of Spain, 
could do in favour of Bifchi, whb was more un- 
fortunate than guilty, was to refcue him from 
indigence, by granting him a penfion of 1500 
Roman crowns. 

But it was not long ere the zeal of Pius' VI., 
for the profecution of peculators, begah to cool. 
From the very firft years of his pontificate abufds 
of every kind had made an alarming progrefs, 
and the people, deceived in almoft all their 
hopes, began to murmur aloud. A general cla- 
mour arofe, particularly againft the Apodolical 
Chamber. 

. That name alone awakens the idea of the 
mod incapable and mod difadrous adminidra- 
tion. It is well known that it had the fupreme 
direftion of the finances in all their principal 
branches. It was lefs a minidry, than an aggre- 

vol. 1. L 
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Ration of rhinifters ; who, under different titles# 
were charged to receive, to preferve, to difpenfe, 
and to defend the public treafure; and who# 
moft frequently,' acquitted themfelves ©f theftf 
Various functions with equal rapacity and igno- 
rance. The firft poft in the Apbftolical Cham- 
ber Was held by the cardinal CamerlitigOy who* 
might be compared to the qutrjlors of ancient 
Rome. His office was the firft in moderns 
Rome,- and was ftill more clofefy connefted 
with the government of the church than of thb 
Hate. Its origin was as remote as the earl)r 
times of Ghriftianity ; and in rank it was dnljr 
below the papal dignity. As foon as a fove- 
reign pontiff died, the cardinal Camerlingo took 
poffeffion of the honours of the papacy, and be- 
ca)me a kind of regent ; his authority, and the 
honours paid to him, lafling as long as the con- 
clave. So eminent a place was Calculated to- 
give great influence to him who occupied it. It 
was conferred in the reign of Clement XIII# 
upon cardinal Rezzonico, who prCferved it 
during the two following pontificates to the mo- 
ment of the Roman revolution. But the cardi- 
nal, unlike his brother, who had well nigh em- 
broiled the church and a great part of Europe 
by means of his famous monitory againft • the 
duke of Parma# was of a mild and moderated 
difpofition ; and though he was the hbminal chief" 
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oT the party of the zelanti , and folortg occupied 
the firft ' dignity at Rome, nevet pofleffed any" 
great ftiare of influence. 

The cardinal Chmetlingo was then, properly' 
fpeakmg, at the head of the Apoftolical Cham- 
ber j and none Of the' edicts' of that fupreme 
council had any force, unlefs fubfCribed with his 
name j but under cardinal Rezzonico this figna-’ 
ture was little more than art empty formality. 

Immediately under the earner lingo, was the 
treafurer. Brafchi, during fifteen years,;had filled 
this place j the molt important in the pope's ad- 
riiiniftration. The treafuter poflefied, rather in’ 
fa£l than by right, an almoft abfolute authority 
over every thing relating to the impbfts. He 
had it in his power tp abufe this authority with 
impunity ; which fufficifcntly implies that it was 
frequently abufed. 

When the treafurer conduced himfelf like an 
honefl man, as it appears that Brafchi did, it 
is natural to fuppofe that malverfations were 
not common : but he was affifted by three de- 
puties, between whom the whole ecclefiaftical 
ftate was divided.' It was among them particu- 
larly that obftinady was found united with un- 
feeling ignorance. They had a very'fmall fa- 
lary } but they were fo rapacious, and received 
fo many prefents, that they foon acquired a 
fcandalous Opulence. 

£. 2 
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. The treafurer had immediately under him the 
commiffary of the Apoftolical Chamber. He it 
was who tranfa£led bulinefs with all the grantees 
and farrpers of the Hate. His favour, which 
was feldom bellowed gratuitoufly, was indifpen- 
fably neceflary to them. If they were unfor- 
tunate enough to difpleafe him, there was no 
chicane which they might not expett, nor any 
exa£tions to which they were' not liable. He 
\vas charged to enforce all the real or pretended 
claims of the Apoftolical Chamber. 

Thus, however pure might be the intentions 
of the heads of office, every thing was fuhjeftto 
the caprices and to the rapacity of underlings. 
Brafchi, when elevated to the dignity of cardi- 
nal, was Succeeded in his poll of treafurer by the 
prelate Palotta, one of the moll upright, pien 
in Rome, and even one of the moll enlightened. 
His manner was rude and repulfive ; he was the 
dread of intriguers and knaves; but he could 
not reach them, in the lhade under which they 
contrived to conceal themfelves.,- He attempted 
to effeft feveral ufeful reforms; but, counter- 1 
a£ted by his inferiors in office, and ill leconde^ 
by the pope himfelf, he was ^ble to give proofs 
of little more than of hisrzeal and underftand- 
ing. Pius VI. held him in great efteem. When 
he raifed him to the cardinalate, he fuffered him 
to keep his place contrary tocuftom; but, in- 
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conftant in his affe&ions, and inconfiftent in all 
his meafures, he was unjuft that he might not 
appear ungrateful. He was indebted for the 
beginning of his good fortune to the houfe of 
Ruffo. A cardinalof that name, being ftruck 
with his fine perfon, (hewed him particular at- 
tention, and took him into his houfe, when hd 
firfr arrived at Rome from Cefena, while ftill a 
very young man. But Benedift XIV. being in 
want of a fecretary, cardinal Ruffo recom- 
mended Brafchi, who wrote a very fine hand, 
and whofe fervices were accepted by the pope. 
This favour, to which he was indebted for the 
commencement of his fortunate career, had made 
a deep impreflion upon his mind. A prelate, 
nephew to his benefa&or, was at Rome. He was 
an enlightened man, brilliant even in his vices', 
immoral, and perfeflly well calculated for in- 
trigue. He fpared nothing to attract the atten- 
tion' of a pope, who was the creature of his 
houfe •, flattered the vanity of the pontiff, and 
eafily obtained a place in a heart already predif- 
pofed in his favour by gratitude. Pius VI, 
thought it incumbent on him to acquit himfelf 
of his debt at the expenfe of the virtuous cardi- 
nal Palotta, and conferred on the prelate Ruffo 
the place of treafurer of the Apoftolical Cham- 
ber. He could not make a choice more likely 
to excite the public indignation againft him ; 
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and at the feme titpe to gratify his own rapa? 
city. Ruffo, de.ftitute of all fcruples as to him** 
felf, felt pone while favouring the prevailing 
paffions of the pontiff; his vanity, his prodiga- 
lity, and his blind attachment to his family. 
Fearing, in tyis turn to be deficient in gratitude, 
fee encouraged jPiu^ YI, in fyis fedu£tive,.but dif? 
^ftrous projects ; and, without forgetting him? 
felf, enriched the pope’s nephews in the moft 
fcandalops manner. It is thus that, by an in, 
terchange of favours cpqferred and received, 
>veakneffes, and even vices, fometimes affum§ 
the fpecious appearance of gratitude. 

This prelate, Ruffo, contributed, more thaq 
all the other minifters employed during the lpng 
pontificate of Pius VI, to render him odious tq 
the Roman people ; and to impel the govern- 
ment to its ruin, by increafing its debt to a de- 
gree hitherto unknown. When Brafchi was 
himfelf treafurer, and prefepted, in J76£, the 
Recounts of the Apoftolical Chamber, its deb,ta 
amounted tq fixty-one millions of crowns. Iq 
1789 they had increafed to eighty-feveq. The 
criminal complaifance of Ruffo had, in compli, 
ance with the ruinous caprices of the pope, 
iffued an enormous quantity of cedole. That pa- 
per money was at fix or feven per cent, dif- 
count ; and articles of the firft neceffity had rifen 
to an intolerable price ; for the police of graiq 
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was, in the ecdefiaftical ftate, the fource of the 
greateft abufes, and might, at fome moment o* 
Other, become that of the greateft difafters. The 
country, though indifferently cultivated, might 
have fufficed for the fubfiftence of the. inhabit 
tants. In good years, notwithstanding defective 
husbandry, there was fometimes. a fprpjus of 
wheat to export ^ but in dry feafops every hin4 
<pf crop failed, and bpth men apd cattle yvei^ 
famifljedj The government was in this refppCt 
entirely deftitute of forelight ; it lived from han4 
to mouth $ that is to fay, the governed were pftep 
upon the point of ftarvipg. The Ifoman nobir 
lity and the cardinajs had always refquyces ip 
the produce of their' farms ; but when the crop? 
were bad, the reft of the Homan people ran a 
rilk of experiencing the molt dreadful famine. 

Thefe abufes, and thefe dangers, proceeded 
above all from the manner in which the. pope’-p 
fubjeCts were fupplied with provifiops. ' At the 
head of the department of fubpltenpe. was a pre- 
fect of the tf««ow, who fuper intended the whole 
ecclefiaftical ftate, except the three legations 
(thofe of Bologna, Ferrara, and the presidency 
of the duchy of Urbipo). It wps he who wa? 
particularly charged with the victualling of 
Home. AH e.xportatiop of corn was forbid j 
£pd the farmers were expofed to the moft cruel 
jmpofitions j the government buying up almoft 
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all their crops at its own price. It retained, 
however, the power of enriching perfons in fa- 
vour, by granting them particular permiffions to 
export. Thus every thing was calculated to ex- 
cite complaints, and render mifery infallible. 
This branch of the public affairs was managed 
with fo little addrefs, that it did not even enrich 
itfelf while impoverifhing the people ; but, on 
the contrary, within the two laft years incurred 
a debt of two millions of crowns. Hence it 
was that the French, when they occupied the 
ecclefiaftical ftate, found agriculture in the moft 
deplorable fituation. Ill-advifed in all its plans, 
even in thofe which feemed to have the public 
welfare for their objeft, the government had de- 
viled a plan highly injurious to the cultivator, 
with a view of reviving the fpirit of agriculture! 
The general floth, which proceeded much lefs 
from the difpofition of the inhabitants than from 
the 'vices of the government, fuffered a great paTt 
of this country, fo much favoured by nature, to 
lay totally wafte. Along the banks of the Adri- 
atic fea the fertility of the foil was turned at 
leaf! tt> fome' account ; that diftrift producing 
corn, pulfe, oil,' wine,' wood, hemp, wool, and 
(ilk, in tolerable abundance ; but on ; the oppofite 
coaft not a twentieth part of the land was in 
a ftate of cultivation. What did the Roman- 
government contrive under the ' pontificate' of 
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Pius VI. in order to remedy thiy evil ? It autho- 
rifed the farmers of eftates to till any land' in 
their neighbourhood, whether comprifed in their 
leafe or not ; but as this permiffion might prove 
too weak an excitement to.floth, it decreed, 
that, where farmers negle&ed to avail them- 
felves of it, the prsefeft of the ahnona might fend 
a plough into the wafte lands, and have them 
fown on account of the Apoftolical Chamber. 
After this they were, to remain at his mercy as 
long as he might think proper.' The farmer was 
thus difpoBefied of his rights, and the proprietor 
was forced to accept, as the rent df his land, 
thus cultivated without his confent, -whatever it 
produced in a Hate of pafturage.. Never did go- 
vernment Teem to carry its paternal folicitude to 
a greater length. To Hand thus in the place of 
its children ! To take upon itfelf the trouble at 
which their indolence recoiled ! What a fublime 
• conception of philanthropy! But it is well 
known how thofe concerns are managed, which 
are undertaken by even the moft aftive and moft 
enlightened governments. The reafon why the 
fine, plan devifed by that of Rome did not prove 
more difaftrous was its being put very imper- 
fe£l!y into executi'oh. The decay of agriculture 
In the ecclefiaftical ftafe proceeded froip a radi- 
cal vice ; from that eftabliihment of the ahnona, 
an endlefs fource of oppreflion, and the caufe of 
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the moftfcandalpus monopoly, Before- the reign 
of the great duke Leopold, Tufcany was curfed 
with a firmlar inftitution. It .was deftroyed j 
andfince that period the Tufcan agriculture ha? 
been in the moil flouriihing date. But Rome 
feeined to be the fayourite country, of prejudices 
pf eyerykind, which appeared to joe fau£tione<J 
by long euftom, as well as by reljgion itfelf. . So 
niany people were interefted in their preferva* 
tion, that their deftruftion could pever come 
from the interior, piifplution vyas inevitable • 
p violent overthrow almqfl impofftble. JBefidesj 

P rofane and facred’abufes were fo interwoven 
in a government, whefe the throne was upoq 
the altar, that it appeared impo^hblo .to touch 
the former without attacking the latter. Of 
whatever nature they may he, they are always 
intimately connected. Of thjs prince! affords 
vs a proof. Who did not deiire, in . 1789, the 
pbolition of corvees , the fuppreffion of gabels, the 
equal diftribution of' the taxes, &c.? But no 
fconer was the accompliihmenf of this unanb 
pious with in agitation, than the impulfion given 
by enthufiafm reached, ah other abufes, in fpitq 
of thofe who were interefted in their prefervationj 
But let us return to the other vicious ioftitu-. 
tipn§ which exifted at the acceffion of Pius VI,, 
and whjcb oply grewyvorfe during his pontw 
icate, . ;; ' - J 
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It was hot enough f or the fubjeQs pf the pope 
to, lie at the njercy of hip government in regard 
to their fupply of porn ; but they were elfp con- 
demned to fuffer the fame hardship >vith refpeqfc 
to meat. and pil. The government, as if it had 
ponfpned againft the land-holders, taxed the 
hpafts that were brought to market at a lovjr 
price, and did not eafily grant permiflion to ex* 
port , them, How then could any one have ap 
jntereft in breeding cattle ? Government alfo en* 
joyed the monopoly of oil. All that w a s pro* 
4uced in the ecclpfiudical date was brought fp 
Home i and there the price was fixed by the de* 
partmept of J^a Grafcify which afterwards fold 
it to t.he retail dealers. The refult of the means 
taken to furnilh the Roman people with provi* 
fions, in abundance, and at a cheap rate, was, that 
meat, bread, and oil, were fcarce, and confer 
quently dear; that the fupply of the latter, 
which the ecclefiaftical date might have pro 7 
duced in fufficient quantity to do without the 
allidanpe of foreigners, often failed ; that there 
was an annual necefiity for importing a large 
quantity from fhe kingdom of Naples ; and that 
the edablilhments charged with thefe monopo 7 
lies ruined the people while they were ruining 
tbemfelves. Hence it was that the populace, in 
thefe latter times, often broke out into murr 
purs ; apd that the pope, while pafiing through 
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the ftreets of Rome, and diftributin^ benedic- 
tions, the only thing which he lavished upon his 
faithful fubjefts, was more than once greeted with 
thejfe alarming words : Holy father , it is not bene- 
diBions that we want ; it is meat and oil. But the Ro- 
man people were fenfible of their own weaknefsi 
as well as of that of their government'} and feemed 
to wait, like the man in the gofpel afflicted with 
the palfy, for fome kind hand to throw them into 
the pool. 

Manufactures, commerce, every thing at Rome 
partook of this weaknefs ; the certain harbinger 
of an approaching diffolution. 

In the ecclefiaftical ftate there were feveral 
manufactories of common linen, for the ufe of 
the lower clafles of people. i 

There was alfo at Rome a manufactory of 
tapeftry, wrought with confldbrable art into ex- 
cellent imitations of the fineft pictures j but it 
was only one of thofe eftablilhments of parade 
which tend rather to impoverifh than to benefit 
the fubjeCt. We (hall pafs over in filence a few 
manufactories of filk, a little above mediocrity. 
Pius Vi., while treafurer, had perfuaded Cle- 
ment XIV. to eftablilb, at the expenfe of thC 
Apoftolical Chamber, manufactories of 'cotton } 
which have had the fate of all thofe that govern- 
ments manage on their ' own accounf. ’ Hats, 
even thofe of the fineft quality, and fome filken 
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fluffs, were alfo manufactured, and not; altoge- 
ther without fuccefs ; but the only branch of in- 
duftry which really fiouriffied, in fpite' of the 
vices of adminiltration, was the tanning of 
leather. 

As to commerce, every thing fcemed to con- 
fpire againft its prolperhy. In no country was 
it burdened with more ; prohibitions ; and that 
difaftrous fyftem was dill further extended by 
Pius VI. To enfure the fuccefs of the cotton 
manufactory, which he confidered as his own 
work, he impofed, in 1777, a duty of $4 per 
cent, upon all foreign cottons. Hence, refitted, 
as always happens in; fimilar cafes, an. encou- 
ragement, not for the manufactory which it is 
intended to fecure againft rivalry, but' for con- 
traband trade. Betides, nothing could’ be ex- 
ported without the permiffion of the rprfiates, 
who pretided over the different eftablifbmants ; 
pnd thefe- exceptions to. the general rule were 
pot granted without difficulty, and experienced 
jn^ their execution a number of impediment^ 
and delays. The production which alone, per-; 
haps, ought to have been kept in the country, 
was very eafily exported : this was the wool, 
which is of an excellent quality, and might have 
employed a . great number of hands. But in- 
ftead of doing fo, it was feat in great quantities to 
France and Switzerland capae back afterwards 
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ihantrfa&ured; and the pool - Romans, who 'might 
have ctothed’ theitifelvds with their own 1 hands, ' 
abet With their owttwoblj Were condemned to 
pay the wages of foreign induftry. Some manu* 
fa£tories of fine cloth were, however, fet up ; 
among others, that which is kridwn’ at Rome by 
tile nartie of St. Michael. But their adminiftra- 
tiott Was fo expenfive, ;that although 1 they pro*' 
dufced cloth Very little inferior to thofe of France' 
and England, the latter were preferred, becaufe 
they could’ be had af a‘ cheaper 1 rate. Thefe : 
wete far from being thd only commodities for 
Which the Roman people were tributary, to fo-’ 
reigiiers. The imports ; into the' ecclefiafKcaf 
Rate were enOttnoufly great. Some idea 6f this 
may be firmed by a Angle article. A 1 few years 
firiCe it was calculated, that the choColate it re* 
ceived ahnually fVom abroad amounted' to neat 
two millions ofKoihan crowns. 

The Apoftolical Chamber, by its bad manage* 
ment. Was refponfible for all ; thefe caufes of im* 
|k>tfetifhment. The finances, of which it admi* 
Differed the principal branches, vifibly decayed , 
in their* hands. It- was always Very diffifcult to 
ascertain with precifioh the reVenue <5f the eccle- 
fiaftical ftate. The' nibit authentic Calculations 
made it ambunt to' two millions and a half of 
Roman crowns (about 6oo,oobl. iterlingjj in- 
cluding the produce"' of the cuftom-houfe; and 
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of the reteipfs of the datiYlo, and of fhechaiv 
eery. The territorial revenue! Which it iolfe&etf 
might alone have been made to produce eight 
hundred thoufand Roman crowns; but as if 
Was farmed out by favour and iotfigue, if 
fcarcely yielded four hundred artd fifty thoufandi 
Careleffnefs and incapacity did more Uii'fchief hi 
the ecclefiaftical ftate than the inoft cruel extor- 
tions, and the mod fcandalous depredations, do 
in other*. There was no great grievance to com- 
plain of ; and yet diforder prevailed every Where. 
The caufes of diffolutiOU, thbtWere fikntly ail- 
ing upon thiScC'uUtry, refembled thofe chronic 
diforders which, though unattended by violenf 
pains, lead to an inevitable and approaching 
death. 

The government not only wanted fufficient 
energy and information for the ad nYirfiftration of 
the finances, and for the encouragement Of iri- 
duftry, but' alfo for the repreffion of crime's, iil d 
country where every thing confpired to reridef 
them common ; the influence of a burning cli- 
mate; idlenefs; a want of education; afid thi 
hope of impunity founded upon the privileged 
attached to a number of places and perfons . 1 It 
Was particularly at Rome that all thefe caufed of 
diforder had a powerful influence. During the 
eleven years that the pontificate of Clemeni 
Xrfl. faded, ten thoufand murders were' coni- 
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nutted in the eccIeGaftical ft ate, and near four 
thoufand in the capital alone. 

Almoft all modern Romans had at hand the 
means of fpeedily fatisfying their ange.r or their 
vengeance. There were few who did not carry 
pocket piftols ; and they were ftill better pro- 
vided with their favourite weapon, the ftiletto. 
In vain did prohibitions profcribe the ufe of 
thofe murderous inftruments. Refpected only 
by thofe in regard to Whom they were unnecef- 
fary, they were infringed by thofe whofe. malig- 
nity rendered them formidable, and by the mul- 
titude- of idle perfons attached to the fervice of 
the prelates, cardinals, and grandees. One of 
the prerogatives of thofe illuftrious perfonages 
was to be furrounded with alfailins j the govern- 
ment, which paffed for a mild one, becaufe it 
was weak, having little regard for the life of 
the citizens, but, at the fame time, a great 
refpe£t for privileges. Thefe fatal immunities 
extended every-where. To enjoy them it was 
fufficient to be under the protefiion of a 'foreign 
power,, and particularly of a foreign prieft. Of 
this aftriking inftance occurred in 1784. 

Don Miguel Efpinofa, a Spanilh. prieft, com- 
mitted a forgery upon the Roman bank. It was 
a capital offence, and the fa£t was afcertained ; 
but he had a double claim to the indulgence of 
the government. The governor of Rome fent 
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his agents to his apartments; and the pried 
with great compofure, fliewed them the notes 
that he had forged. Compliments being paid 
him upon the excellence of the imitation, he 
named one of his friends, who had fent him 
from Naples the paper on which they were fa- 
bricated j and gave fome of them to the agents 
of the governor, in order that they might be 
compared with the genuine bills. The refem- 
blance was found to be perfeft.- As the place 
ef governor of Rome led to the dignity of car- 
dinal, he who occupied it did not wilh to mar 
his fortune by an a£i of fevere juftice. He had 
an interview with Pallavicini, the fecretary of 
Hate, who enjoined him fecrecy, and afterwards 
waited upon the Spanilh ambaflador. They fent 
for Don Miguel, who confelfed that he had been 
feveral years at Rome foliciting a benefice ; that 
as yet he had been able to obtain nothing from 
the pope but hopes ; that having fpent the little 
money he brought with him, he had no other 
means of- exiftence left but that of forging the 
cedole.% and that the amount of thofe which he 
had already put into circulation was not lefs 
than five thoufand crowns. The minifter and 
the cardinal looked at each other, aftonilhed at 
the franknefs-of the culprit; but the queftion 
was to avoid a publicity difgraceful to Don Mi- 
guel’s nation, and to fave the church from fo 
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fcandalous a- reproach. At the fame time, as 
it was not right to let a poor wretch ftarve who 
was about to be deprived of his only refource, 
the cardinal agreed that he ftiould be allowed a 
penfion of twenty crowns a month, till fuch time 
as a good benefice fltould be given him. Don 
Miguel, on his part, had the goodnels to pro- 
mife not to forge any more cedole, provided the 
cardinal kept his word. And this was what 
was called a mild government. 

Some years after a fa£t occurred, which (hews 
how juftice was adminiftered at Rome, and 
what were the means devifed by Pius VI. to 
fupply the want of a vigilant police. It is men- 
tioned by Gorani, who alTerts that he had it from 
the Spaniih ambaffador. 

Rovaglio, the pope's watchmaker, who lived 
in one of the moll frequented flreets of Rome, 
had run fome rilk of being robbed during the 
night. He went to complain to the prelate, fince 
cardinal, Bufca, then governor of Rome, who 
promifed that a watch Ihould be fet over his 
houfe. The robbers, as well as the watch- 
maker, knew the worth of fuch a promife, and 
determined to take their revenge. But Rovag- 
lio, who was prepared for them, fupplied the 
defetl of the police ; and a fecond time they 
miffed their aim. The popg feeing Rovaglio 
Ihortly after, alked him for an account of his ad»- 
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venture, and furnifhed him with an expedient^ 
charafteriftic at once of the pontiff, and of the 
government of Rome. You mujl be hard put to it 
indeed, faid he, to rid your/elf of thefe robbers. In 
the name of God, why do you not provide your f elf 
with muJJeets and piftols. Fire upon the rogues ; and, 
in cafe of your killing them, I give you cbfolution be* 
fore-hand. Could a ' government which thus 
avowed its impotence expe£l a long duration ? 
Accordingly feveral years before its overthrow, 
the Romans themfelves faid, by way of account- 
ing for its prefervation, that it was a perpetual 
miracle of St. Peter. 

The Jews were, perhaps, the only perfonS 
who had reafon to complain of the feverity, not 
to fay of the cruelty, of the Roman government. 
Fanaticifm, by turns ferocious and abfurd, had 
didfated the laws beneath which they groaned, 
and' which had acquired an increafe of rigour 
under the pontificate of Pius VI. As long ago 
as the year 1775, the pontiff, perfuaded that the 
laws of humanity were not made for infidels, had 
iffued again!! them the mod barbarous edi£t. 
Confined within their infectious quarter, the 
Ghetto, they could only lhew themfelves in the 
ref! of the city by day, and were bound to re- 
turn to their prifon at fun-fet, under pain of 
death. If they wifhed to go into the country for 
a few days, to breathe a purer air, they were 
M2 
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obliged to folicit a particular permiflion. They 
were forbid, under the penalty of the gallies, to 
approach the convent of the Annonciada, or to 
be feen in any church, convent, or hofpital, of 
Rome. All intercourfe with Chriftians was for- 
bidden them; and they incurred corporal pu- 
nilhment if they dared to keep a fervant of that 
religion. A . Chriftian could not admit them 
into his coach, nor even lend them one. It was 
only upon a joufney that they were allowed the 
ufe of a carriage. As a mark of reprobation, 
neither men nor women could go out without 
wearing fome badge of a yellow colour. Their 
interment was attended with no funeral pomp ; 
nor did any infcription defignate their tomb, 
and recall them to the recolle£tion of thofe to 
whom they had once been dear. 

Thefe laws were not rigoroufly obferved. Se- 
veral were grown obfolete ; and others carried 
with them, in their very feverity, a fure pledge 
of their non-execution. But the ftigma they 
affixed, to thofe again ft whom they were le- 
velled, was indelible. They might be enforced 
at any time without a moment’s warning : at- 
tempts were fometimes made to do fo; and the 
Jews dragged on a miferable exiftence under 
the continual influence of terror. It was by 
dint of gold that fome of them purchafed mo- 
mentary favours ; fuch, for inftance, as their en- 
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Targeinent from the infectious prifon in which 
the reft of the feft was confined. Avarice, 
which at Rome neglefted no means of gratifica- 
tion, fold to thefe unfortunate viftims a few afts 
of toleration ; and it was in the refidence of him, 
who called himfelf the vicar of a merciful God, 
a God of charity, that thefe attacks were made 
upon human nature. Nor was this all. In a 
ftill more barbarous age, if it be poflible, in the 
fifteenth century, the idea was conceived of afli- 
milating the Jews to the brute creation, .by 
making them run, during the carnival, for the 
diverfion of the public, and in prefence of the 
fovereign pontiff himfelf. There were at Rome 
Jew races, as there were horfe-races elfewhere. 
At length they were exempted from this fervile 
abafement; but, that they might not lofe the 
remembrance of fuch an aft of kindnefs, or ra- 
ther to prolong their humiliation, they were 
obliged to fend, to the chief magiftrate of Rome, 
an annual deputation, which, in the moft hum- 
ble pofture, paid a hundred crowns as a mark 
of their gratitude. The capitol was the fcene of 
this unworthy imitation of the homages, which 
the tributary kings of Alia formerly came to 
pay to the Roman fenate. 

Plagued in every outward aft of life, the Jews 
of Rome were alfo tormented in their con- 
science. By virtue of an injunction, equally ridi- 
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culous and barbarous, they were obliged every 
fabbath to hear a fermon, in which a Dominican, 
with a thundering voice, endeavoured to convert 
them by maledi£tions ; and lliewed them hell 
gaping to fwallow them up, if they did not 
haften to take refuge in the bofom of the church. 
In vain did the poor wretches drive to elude 
thefe periodical exhortations, equally tirefome 
and ufelefs. They conceived the idea of flop- 
ping up their ears. Their ears were fubjefted 
to thfe examination of their tormentors. They 
flept, or feigned to fleep. They were (hook till 
they awoke ; and no refource remained but 
coughing, fpitting, and yawning. At length, 
they came out of church fomewhat worfe Chrif- 
tians than they went in ; fome laughing at the 
imbecility of their tyrants, and others curling a 
religion which employed fuch means, m order 
to make profelytes. It may be truly faid, that 
Pius VI., who, by a few good aftions performed 
during his long career, had incurred fome little 
fufpicion of humanity ; it may be truly faid, 
that he laid a greater load of intolerance upon 
thefe unfortunate vi&ims than any one of his 
predeceffors. They had more than one tribute 
to pay to his rapacity} of which the effefts were 
fo fatal to himfelf, and the produce fo ill em- 
ployed. He feemed to have an exclufive tafte 
for brilliant enterprifes. Thofe which were only 
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ufeful had no charms for his vanity. Indead of 
burying millions in the Pontine marfhes ; indead 
, of impover idling his treafury to enrich the Ta- 
cridy of St. Peter’s, to embellifli his abbey of 
Subiaco, and to edablifli at Cefena, his native 
place, a fumptuous library, which he could very 
well have difpenfed with ; Why did lie not em- 
ploy the furplus of his revenue in carrying on 
the repairs, begun by his predeceffors, in the 
port of Ancona ? in confining to their becls the 
rivers of La Romagna and of the Ferrarefe,; .in 
draining the marflies of thofe two provinces ; 
and in thus redoring to falubrity and fertility a 
country formerly fo wholefome, and in fo high a 
date of cultivation ? The only means which he 
employed to improve it confided in the making 
and repairing of roads ; and even this was done 
by oppreflive means, which ferved only to add 
to the mifery of the people. Contra&ors at- 
^ tended at the Apodolical Chamber, and pro- 
pofed to him the making of a new road. Their 
plan met with his approbation. They advanced 
the money for its execution; but, in order 
to reimburfe them afterwards, the parithes 
intereded in the work were arbitrarily taxed 
by the Apodolical Chamber. The pope- had 
thus, it mud be confefled, made feveral new 
roads, and had repaired the old ones ; and, at 
the moment when he finilhed his pontificate, it 
M 4 
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was the part of his adminiftration the leaft neg- 
lected. But to how much difcontent did he give 
rife, even when bufied in undertakings which, if 
better contrived, might have been ufeful to the 
people ? He appeared infenfible to their mur- 
murs. Captivated with every thing that was 
likely to fpread his fame to diftant regions, he 
interefted himfelf little in the public welfare. 
The father of the faithful forgot that he ought 
alfo to be the father of his fubjeCts. He took 
no concern but for himfelf and his family ; and 
even his affeCtion for his nephews was only a 
modification of felf-love. The errors into which 
he was led by that fentiment, the offspring of his 
vanity, will be the fubjeCt of the following 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Nepotifm of Pius VI. 

THE blind affection of the Roman pontiffs 
for their family, and particularly for their ne- 
phews, in whom, in default of children they 
could acknowledge, they feemed to fee their 
exiltence renewed, often occafioned, in the gor 
vernment of modern Rome, a diforder almoft 
unknown in other governments. The nephews 
of the popes generally filled the place of the fa- 
vourites and miftrefles of other fovereigns. The 
abufes thence refulting, though fomewbat left 
fcandalous, were not the lefs deplorable. Other 
defpots may change their favourites and their 
miftrelfes ; may ftrip them, after having enriched 
them; and may withdraw the confidence and 
credit of which they {hew themfelves unworthy. 
The mifchief which is done by, and for them, 
may not be altogether irreparable. This is not 
the cafe with the pope’s nephews. The vanity 
of the uncle protefts them from all danger of in- 
conltancy. His weaknefs infures them the eafy 
acquirement of an afcendancy, and the certainty 
pf retaining it. The families of an hereditary 
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fovereign poffefs a permanent edate, independ- 
ent of the life of a fingle man. The fortune of 
the relations of an eleftive fovereign depend 
upon the duration of his reign : confequently as 
the popes are chofen at an advanced age, it was 
not uncommon to fee their nephews like the fa- 
vourites of old Galba, 



.■ - — — S'emprefTer ardemment, 

Aqui dcvoreroitle regne d*un moment*. ' 

The pontificate of Pius VI. united all thefe 
inconveniences ; and the length of it carried 
them to an unexampled pitch. That of Cle- 
ment XIII. had laded but a fliort time; long 
enough, however, to develop the abufes of ne- 
potifm. He inveded two of his nephews with 
the Roman purple j and it is well known what 
fatal confequences had well nigh refulted to him 
. 'from the afcendancy which he differed one of 
them to obtain. 

Under his fucceffor, Ganganelli, the very 
name of nepotifm was almod forgotten. Equally 
deditute of the advantages of birth and fortune, 
he retained* the modefty of his fird condition. 
He declared, on aduming the tiara, that he 
would live like an apodle ; and he kept his 
word. He did little or nothing for his family. 

* Eager to devour the reign of a moment. 
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Two -of his nephews, who were fent for to the 
college of Rome without his knowledge, were 
prefented to him. ff you fiudy , laid he, I will 
take care of you. If you are idle , I will fend you 
lack to your relations. During the five years that 
their uncle’s pontificate lafted, the favours they . 
obtained from him were very trifling. They 
wept at his death ; and though Clement XIV* 
pofieffed all the virtues which conciliate affec- 
tion and efteem, theirs were almoft the only 
tears that were Hied. Nothing was done to 
confole them. 

Upon the acceffion of Pius VI. it was not 
fufpefted that he would revive an abufe which 
had grown obfolete during the reign of his 
predeceflor. The cardinal de Bernis wrote thus 
to Verfailles: He is the laft of his name : then 
is therefore no nepotifm to be feared. 

II s’en prefentera, gardez-vous d’en douter*. 

Pius VI., who had, in fa&, no male relation 
of his own name, began by announcing the moft 
exemplary difintereftednefs in regard to the pre- 
ferment of his family. Having a promotion of 
cardinals to make about two months after his 
ele&ion, he was much prefled to give a hat to 
his uncle, prelate Bandi, an obfcure, but worthy 

* Relations, be allured, will prefent themfidTes. 
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told man, who was biftiop of Imola ; but he re» 
fufed with a firmnefs which feemed to be of ex- 
cellent augury, as well as every thing elfe that 
was remarked in him during the firft months of 
his reign. The following are the words in 
which he was defcribed by an impartial obferver, 
who had been in long habits of intimacy with 
him, and who was beginning to underftand his 
chara£ter. 

f ‘ Pius VI. has defefts, and ftill greater pre- 
" judices. Political matters make little impref- 
“ fion upon him, becaufe he has, during his 
** whole life, followed the profeflion of advocate 
“ or judge, He is hafty and impetuous in the 
“• firft moment; but foon grows calm of him- 
** felf, or in confequence of the reafons which 
*' are alleged to him. It is ufelefs to endeavour 
" to make him accede to a proje£t which he is 
“ determined to reject ; but he willingly adopts 
“ a fubftitute. The great art with him is to 
“ flatter, or fpare his vanity. He is fond of 
f( fame, and his heart is naturally humane and 
** generous. It is a pity that his Roman educa- 
“ tion has a little injured the work of nature ; 
“ but, with all that, no popeable cardinal is his 

fuperior.” 

Such, with fome few reftriflions, was the opi- 
nion entertained of him by feveral judicious per- 
sons, alhort time before the revolution at Rome. 
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Some principal traits of his character had then/ 
however, efcaped the difcerning eye. of his 
judges. We have already feen the errors into 
which he was led by his ungovernable love of 
fplendid undertakings, and by the prodigality 
which refulted from it. We fhall prefently fee 
thofe which originated in his affection for his 
nephews. 

Formerly the pope’s nephews had it in their 
power to enrich themfelves by means of the 
pious tribute which flowed from every part of 
Europe into their uncle’s treafury., But fince 
that fource has diminifhed, it has been only by 
opprefling their fubjeds that the popes have 
been able to indulge the weaknefs of nepotifm j 
for the legitimate favings of a Roman pontiff 
are but of little .account. Thofe of Ganga- 
nelli, notwithftanding the liberality of fome fo- 
reign princes and his great economy, did not 
exceed feventy thoufand crowns. We are about 
to fee how Pius VI., who was far lefs fcrupu- 
lous than his predeceflbr, fupplied the deficiency 
of thofe means which were hitherto confidered 
as legitimate. 

His lifter had two fons, who bore their fa- 
ther’s name, Onefti. Before he fent for them to 
Rome, he was already bufied about their for- 
tune. As long ago as the year 1775 he bought 
ef the duke di Lanti all the eftates he pofTefled 
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in the environs of Imola for the fum of fixty 
thoufand Cfowns, and prefented them to his 
young relatives. Neither of them were known ; 
when Romuald, the youngeft, came-to Rome at 
the beginning of 1778, and obtained a place in 
the ecclefiaftical academy. - His firft appearance 
was very prepofleffing. To a countenance at 
once fweet and Cxpreffive, he joined a great deal 
of candour and much amenity of manners. 
Pius VI. received him with the tendernefs of a 
' fhther, and lodged him in the apartments which 
he occupied before he was pope. Young Ro- 
muald, who pafled two hours every day with his 
uncle, went out but little, and endeavoured to 
improve himfelf. Every body was pleafed with 
him ; and it was already forefeen that his pre- 
ferment would not be negle£ted. The firft fa- 
vour that Pius VI. granted him was to difpatch 
him to France, as bearer of the' cardinal's hat to 
Meflieurs de Rohan and de la Rochefoucault. 
He was very anxious that he fliould be well re- 
ceived in that country, where there was then no 
caufc of complaint againft Pius VI. The cardi- 
nal de Bernis w T as of opinion, that the fending 
of his nephew to Paris could not fail to cement 
the' good underftanding that fubfiftcd between 
the head of the church and its eldeft fon. He 
neglbfted nothing to gain his court’s approbation 
ofcthe pope’s choice, and to intereft it in favour 
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of the young prelate. Onefti, who had already 
affirmed his uncle’s name, fet out for Paris in 
the month of Oftober. 

It was during his ftay there that Pius VI. was 
guilty of one of thofe head-ftrong a£ts, which he 
was apt to commit Vvhen left to his own difcretion. 

A fuffragan of the ele&or of Treves, of the 
name of Hontkeim , had, a few years before, pub- 
lifhed, under the name of Febronius, a book very, 
bold for the time ; and in which he recalled to 
mind the principles of the primitive church, and 
inveighed bitterly againft the ufurpations of the 
court of Rome. The holy fee, which was in the 
habit of, thinking religion in danger as often as 
any attack was made upon its prerogatives, was 
deeply affe&ed by it. But the time for launch- 
ing the fpiritual thunder was gone by, and it 
was brooding over its forrows in filence, when 
all on a fudden appeared a recantation of the 
work of Febronius. Pius VI., who could not 
contain his joy, propofed to celebrate with the 
greateft fplendour this triumph of the Roman 
church. He was careful, however,, not to en- 
Iruft his project to the cardinal de Bernis, who 
would undoubtedly have oppofed it, and with, 
whom he was always upon the referve whenever 
he had any injudicious meafure in contempla*- 
tion. On Chriftmas eve, after the midnight 
mafs, when he was ftill panting after his pontiff 
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cal fatigues, he got into the pulpit at St. Peters 
church, and, in prefence of all the cardinals, and 
of an immenfe auditory, read the edifying recan- 
tation with a (lentorophonic voice, and accompa- 
nied it with a pretty violent inve£tive againft the 
maxims oppofed to thofe of the Holy See, without 
. recollefting that there were then feveral govern- 
ments to which, by fo doing, he might give of- 
fence. When his firft enthufiafm fubfided, he 
felt fome compun&ion ; and the. fevere obferva- 
tions of the cardinal de Bernis awakened his 
fears. . His only punifhment, however, was the 
farcafms which were call: upon him with a libe- 
ral hand, even by the people of Rome. 

When the prelate, his nephew, was informed 
of this ridiculous fcene, he could not help bluih- 
ing at the imprudence of the pope. He was in 
a country where, in good company particularly, 
thefe pious farces were criticifed without mercy. 
A report had been fpread, a fhort time before, 
that the fovereign pontiff’s mind was £ little 
deranged ; and to the great mortification of 
. young Romuald, the news of the fcene, in which 
his holinefs had been the foie atlor, did not fail 
to accredit the rumour. 

He returned to Rome in the courfe of April 
1779. The pope at that time was only begin- 
ning to recover from a very ferious illnefs ; and 
young count Onefti appeared much Blocked at 
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finding him in fo feeble and latiguilhing a date* 
His affliftion Was, ;no doubt, increafed by the 
ideal, that the cardinal’s hat, which he expected 
as the feward of his miffion, would elude his 
grafp. Ere long, however, his grief fubfided: 
and his hopes were renewed by his uncle’s conf- 
valefcence. Pius VI. began to re-appear: in 
public ; and upon that occafion received from 
the people marks of affedlion which he had'rea-* 
fon to; think fincere, becaufe they were then not 
altogether undeferved. He repaired on foot to 
the palace of count Romuald, to fee the piftures, 
the furniture, and the rich tapeftry of which 
he had, deprived himfelf, in order to add to the 
luxury of ;his ftephew. While adfniriqg. thefe 
ornaments, he feemed to enjoy the facrifices 
they had coil him ; and gratitude appeared to 
the darling nephew a very agreeable tribute tq 
pay. Tears flood in both their eyes; and the 
fcene would have been moving, if it had not 
unfortunately been exhibited at the expenfe of 
the. Roman people. 

. But % Angle nephew was not enough for the 
affe&ion of Pius VI. Count Romuald had an 
elder brother, whofe namje was count Lewis, 
and who was as yet unknown. As he was not 
deftined for the church, it was necefiary to pro- 
cure him a rich eflabliflnnent by fome other 
.means. He made his appearance at Rome to* 

vol. r. N 
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wards the end of the year. The Roman nobles, 
and all thofe whofe intereft it was to pleafe the 
pope, loaded his two nephews with attentions, 
to which the latter were not backward in mak- 
ing a courteous return. It began to be forefeen 
that they would be a heavy charge to the ftate. 

In the courfe of 1780, count Romuald was 
Created apoftolical prothonotary* This was a 
dignity purely honorary ; but conferred a right 
of wearing the purple gown, and the title of 
monjtgnore. In the country of vanity by excel- 
lence, nothing more was neceffary to render it 
delirable. Rut it had ftill Other advantages; 
Without it there was no poffibility of running 
the career of ambition. The individual, who 
wilhed to obtain it, was obliged to prove that 
he had an income of at leaft x£oo Roman 
crowns. It will eafily be believed that the 
pope’s nephew had no difficulty in furniihing 
this proof. Shortly after young Romuald was 
created major dorno of the fovereign pontiff, 
that is to fay, high lie ward 'of his houfehold. 
This was one of thofe places which were called 
cardinalttian, becatife they led infallibly to a car- 
dinal’s hat. Such alfo were thofe of the gover- 
nor of Rome, of the treafurer and auditor of the 
Apoftolical Chamber, of the prefident of Urbino, 
the principal nunciatures, 8 c c. In the confer- 
ring of thefe favours there was nothing objeflion- 
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able : count Romuald only obtained dignities, 
which in default of him would have been givey 
to others, and an. income which was no burdep 
,to the. public treafury. Befides, his talent 
Were not of a fplendid kind, and his djfpofitipp 
was quiet and nnafifuming. As he bore his fa- 
cilities meekly, the favour he enjoyed was for.* 
given him. But how is it poflible to forgive thp 
pope the prodigality and exceflive avidity which 
he afterwards indulged, in order to heap riches 
upon count Romuald and his brother ? 

The latter in particular, who, on' his arrival 
:ftom his own country, Scarcely poffeffed five 
hundred Roman, crpwns, foon equalled in opu- 
lence the richefl families of Rome, and toot 
advantage of his uncle’s weaknefs in order 
to colleft prefents from all quarters, and tp 
enter into fpeculations which betrayed the 
moft (hameful avarice. His marriage with 
donna Conllanza, the daughter of that madame 
Falconieri, who was faid to be his uncle’s mif- 
trefs, was celebrated in the courfe of the year 
1781. Pius VI. gave them the nuptial benedic- 
tion with great parade in the Sixtine chapel ; 
pronounced upon the occafion one of thofe 
flowery difcourfes of which he was not fparing, 
and to which his talents were not ill adapted ; 
fent to his nephew’s houfe a cafket containing 
ten thoufand gold doubloons j and gave both to 
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•him and his bride a golden rofary fet with dia- 
monds, and a feries of medals enriched with 
precious ftones, &c. This was not enough. 
His nephew’s match being greater in point of 
•family than fortune, it gave occafion to a dona- 
tion which excited many complaints. Thfe 
"eftates that the Jefuits poffeffed at Tivoli had 
been confifcated in favour of the Apoftolical 
Chamber ; and one hundred arid thirty thoufand 
crowns had been offered for them by the prince 
of Santa Croce, and the marquis Bandini. The 
preceding year they had produced oil to the. 
amount of twelve thoufand crowns. The Apo- 
"ftolical Chamber parted with them to count 
Onefti for fixty five thoufand, and allowed him 
lixty-five years to pay that fumv An acquifition 
lo fcandaloufty illegal could not profper; and 
nobody would pity duke Brafchi on account of 
the poverty to which he- is reduced, if he had 
experienced no other Ioffes. It was fhortly af- 
ter that he bought the eftate of Nemi, which 
lies contiguous to his poffeffions at Tivoli,- and 
of which he took the name. His marriage pro- 
cured him donations of a lefs exceptionable 
kind. The kings of France and Spain fent pre- 
fents to the new married couple ; and they re- 
ceived others from the cardinals, the Roman 
princes, the nobility, the prelates, the bilhops, 
'the farmers of the Apoftolical Chamber, and 
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from the folicitors of favours of every clais. The 
prefents were afiembled in a great hall, where 
the vanity of Pius VI, was gratified by a light of 
them. 

He neglefled no means of laying liberality 
under contribution in favour of his nephews, 
particularly of that darling couple whom ma- 
lignity took a pleafure in confidering a§ his 
daughter and as his fon-in-law. One of the 
uuftoms of the court of Rome was to fehd confe- 
crated baby-linen tq the children of the princi? 
pal catholic fovere.i'gns, • Of what circumftance 
in life did not.fuperlfition avail itfelf in order to 
extend its empire?. Towards the end of the 
year 1781 Louis XVI. had a fon born, and the 
prince of Afturia an , Infant. Pius VL entrufted 
tohis niece the care of procuring the drefiestbat 
he was to fend to the new-born princes. Count- 
efs Brafchi accordingly, fet about making fuch 
purchafes as might do honour to her tafte, and to 
her> uncle’s munificence. , She was in hopes that 
-this refinement of attention would not be thrown 
away; and fhe already fmiled at the profpefefc of 
the prefents fire was about to receive in. return, 
Pius VI. made the fame, calculation; and they 
were, not difappointqd. 

Shortly after, favours, penfions, and honours qi 
all kind were fliowered down upon the heads of 
this fortunate couple, • In 1785 the king qf 
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Sardinia gave count Brafchi a cpmmatfdCry 
Worth more than two. thoufand crowns a year j 
created him at the fame time a commander of 
his order of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus, and 
fent him the great crofs enriched with diamonds. 

In the following year, the promotion of his 
brother to the cardin^late afforded Roman mag- 
nificence a new opportunity of difplaying itfelf. 
It was a regular cuftom for the cardinals, at the 
time of their appointment, to make prefents 
to the fovereign pontiff. If the difintereftednefs 
of Ganganelli was unable to abolifh this cuftom, 
he at leaft received nothing but articles calcu- 
lated to enrich his mufeum. But Pius VI. had 
a particular affe&ion for prefents of intrinfic va- 
lue ; and his example was Unfitly followed by 
his nephews, who fhared in the liberality of the 
iiew cardinals. Cardinal Brafchi, already en- 
riched by their gifts, was rendered ftill more 
opulent by thofe of the courtiers, who vied with 
each other in this mod£ of celebrating his pro- 
motion. The principal Roman families fent 
him prefents very little analogous to his dignity, 
•6r even to his uncle’s mufeum. ‘ He received' 
•from them magnificent carriages with fets of fix 
horfes, beautiful fervices of china, ; gold boxes, 
•Watches fet with diamonds, faddle-horfes richly 
caparifoned, and even bank notes very hand- 
somely affixed to cakes of chocolate. The 
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whole amount of thefe prefents was eftinjated at 
a hundred ithoufand Roman crowns. 

All this, however, was no more than proofs of 
paffive avarice; and cardinal. Bfafchi might fay 
with Celim&ne : 

Pui»-je empicher les gens de me trouver aimable * ? 

But he gave that fame year a proof of aBivt 
avarice, not quite fo eafily excufed. A certain 
prior, of the name of Antereni, who poffeffed an 
immenfe and very valuable perfonal property, 
left him in his will an undeterminate legacy. 
He authorifed him to feledt from his property, 
before any of it was brought to fale, whatever 
furniture, plate, jewels, and other valuables he 
might fancy. The cardinal-nephew was not 
backward in availing himfelf of this permiffion, 
which afforded him fo fine an opportunity of fur- 
n idling his palace at a fmall expenfe. It was in. 
the priory of this fingular teftator that the pppe 
had built a . charming habitation ; where the 
mod refined tafte difputed the palm with mag'* 
nificence. Hence it appears, that, with all the 
femblance of piety and apoftolical zeal, Pius VI. 
was not fo exclufively occupied with the inte* 
refts of heaven, as not to relifh the enjoyment of 
terreftrial vanities ; and his nephews, who had 

* If people think me 'amiable, how can I help it ? 
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more leifure, and were under lefs reftraint, were" 
ftill lefs fcrupulous. But if thefe various ways 
of acquiring treafures, and enjoying life, were 
any way fhameful, they were at leaft nowife .cri- 
minal. ' The fame could not be laid of what re- 
mains, to be related of their infatiabk avidity. 

Would any one believe that about this time 
duke Brafchi bought 'up all the oil in the eccle- 
fiaftical ftate, without regard to the law. which 
forbade any individual to monopolife ah article 
of the firft neceffity? The prefident of la Grafcia , 
within' whofe department it came, was obliged 
to purchafe it of him again, and to raife the price 
ten per cent, at the expenfe of. the confumer. 
Would any one believe that at the fame time he 
ihonopolifed corn alfo, by procuring it at a low 
price of the country people, and then obtaining 
an exclufive permiffion to export it, The weak- 
nefs of Pius VI. overlooked all thefe diforders ; 
but they were grievances which the Romans did 
not forgive him ; and when about this time he 
appeared in public, he was more than, once 
greeted with hilfes in return for his benedic- 
,tions. 

But a trait of rapacity ftill more (hameful, 
a fcandalous proof of his blind affe£tion for his 
nephews, raifed indignation to the utmoft height. 
This trait deferves to be given in detail. 

There was at Rome in 1783, one Amanzio 
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Lepri, the laft male defcendant of a Milanefe^ 
who had enriched himfelf in collecting the cuf- 
toms of the ecclefialtical ftate. He had taken 
prieft’s orders, and joined to s weak mind what 
moll commonly accompanies it, a tender con- 
ference. His immenfe fortune, no doubt, ex- 
cited fome remorfe. He thought he fhould 
fanCtify it ; he thought he fliould do a thing 
highly agreeable to God by adding to the opu- 
lence of his vicar and his family. He waited 
upon the fovereign pontiff, and prefented him 
with a formal donation of all his patrimony in 
favour of the beloved nephews of his hoiinefs. 
Pius VI. was affeCted by this unexpected gene- 
rofity, and, quieting his fcruples, accepted it 
with tears in his eyes (he wept without diffi- 
culty), lavilhing upon the donor the treafure of 
his benedictions. The worthy Amanzio- Lepri 
had modeftly referved himfelf, out of his great 
fortune, a penfion of five hundred crowns a 
year. Pius VI. was refolved not to be outdone 
in generality ; and infilled upon that fum being 
paid him every month. Did the Holy Ghoft 
reveal to him that thofe payments would foon 
be at an end ? 

Amanzio, however, had a young niece of the 
name of Mary-Anne, who was his ward. His 
pious liberality had edified only the pontiff and 
his nephews j and the youthful Mary-Anne foon 
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found defenders. Many diftinguiflied Romans* 
and even cardinal John Francis Albani, the dean 
of the* Sacred College, efpoufed her caufe. It 
was at firft without fuccefs. Her mother, the 
marchionefs Viftoria Lepri, had courage enough 
to commence a fuit againft the pope, arraigning 
her filly relative’s donation before the auditor of 
the Apoftolical Chamber. This is a place which 
attaches him who occupies it to the perfon of 
the holy father ; which renders him the organ 
of his juliice ; and 'which leads to the cardi- 
nalate. The auditor rejected the plea of Vi£toria 
Lepri j and a cardinal’s hat was foon after the 
reward of his bafe complaifance. 

But the Lepri family were not difcouraged, 
They appealed to the tribunal of the Rota , which, 
amidft general corruption, was ftill renowned 
for its inflexible equity. Among the rtiany 
councils, congregations, and tribunals of Rome, 
this was, perhaps, the only eftablilhment which 
had preferved all its claims to the public efteem 
unimpaired. The decifions had, in fome fort, 
the force of law out of the eoclefiaftical ftate. 
There was no appeal from them, unlefs a de- 
mand of revifion ; which was prefented -to the 
Rota itfelf, and which it was free to admit .or re- 
jeft. A greater homage could not well be paid 
to the integrity of a tribunal. That of the Rota. 
was compofed of twelve judges, who were called 
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auditors. Three were Romans, one a native of 
Bologna, one of Ferrara, one a, Venetian, one a 
Milanfefe, one German, one Frenchman, and two 
.•Spaniards. The five firft were paid by the 
pope ; and each of the others by the ftate to 
which he belonged. Upon a vacancy happen- 
ing, the fovereign who was to furnifli an auditor 
prefented three or four candidates, out of whom 
the pope felefted one; but his choice generally 
fell upon the firft on the lift. The reporter of 
each caufe was one of thefe twelve auditors of 
the Rota ; but had no vote. The caufe, after 
being pleaded by advocates, was firft fubinitted 
to the judgment of four auditqrs. It was de- 
cided, if three of them were of the fame opinion. 

If there were an equal divifion, it was difcufied 
anew, but before fix auditors. In cafe of there a 
not being an abfolute plurality of voices in this 
fecond trial, the caufe was brought before the 
whole tribunal j and then only the reporter 
voted, if it was neceflary for him to do fo, in or- 
der to divide the fuffrages. 

Such was the organifation of the tribunal of 
the Rota. Thus compofed, moft of its members 
were placed in a fort of independence ; which is 
the beft guarantee of the integrity of judges. It 
is true that the auditors of the Rota y who were 

4 . i 

all prelates, had, even when foreigners, favour's 
to expert from the court of Rome; but they 
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were chofen with care, and feldom deviated 
from their duty. Their very ambition was in- 
terefted in their rigid adherence to the laws of 
probity. . When we have conftant claims to 
efteem, we foon alfo acquire claims to favour. 
Befldes, they could hardly avoid combining in- 
formation with purity of intention. They were 
obliged to aflign reafons for their opinion, and 
confequently to ftudy the laws. Shame would 
have been the flighted: expiation of their igno- 
rance. The form of their fentences was Ample, 
and left little hold to chicane; and' every thing 
concurred to make them at once refpe£ted 
and feared. Accordingly, an Englifhman, in 
other points very little of an enthuflaft, who 
obferved them narrowly during the period we 
are fpeaking of, thus terminates their panegy- 
ric: “ Yes, glorious prefervers of the ancient 
“ Roman jurifprudence, it is with heart felt fa- 
“ tisfaftion that I record this public teftimpnyof 
“ my efteem and veneration.’! 

It was before this tribunal, dreaded by the 
Holy See itfelf, that the caufe of the young 
Mary-Anne Lepri was brought by appeal. Of 
the four firft judges who had to pronounce fen- 
tence, three acknowledged the juftice of her 
claims. They had, however, a moment of weak- 
nefs. Seduced by the pope, they called in. two 
other judges to inveftigate a caufe already ler 
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gaily decided, in order to give the holy father, 
time to bring about an accommodation. By dint 
of chicane, it was poflible to prove that Aman- 
zio had a right to difpofe of his inheritance. 
His grandfather had eftabliEhed a truft of about 
a million of crowns in favour of Jofeph, one of 
his fons, father of the young lady, with remain* 
der to his heirs male and in default of fuch 
iffue, the truft was to revert to his fecond fon 
John, with the fame limitations ; and laftly, in 
cafe of John dying without male iffue, to his 
third fop Amanzio ; fill excluding females ^ as: long 
as the male branch fhould exift. . It was upon this 
claufe that Pius VI. endeavoured to ground the 
legality of the donation. But that did not ren- 
der the fpoliation of the, ward either the lefs ma- 
nifeft or the lefs’ odious. He was fenfible then 
of tbe wealcnefs of his plea, and propofed a com- 
promife to the marchionefs di Lepri. He offered 
to pay down two hundred thoufand crowns. 
The marchionefs mad£ anfwer, that even for 
three hundred thoufand ftie would not fuffer her 
daughter to be deprived of her inheritance. An- 
other expedient was thought of: that was, to 
marry the young lady to the major-domo Onefti, one 
of the pope’s nephews, who was not yet a cardi- 
nal. But the legal proceedings went on fafter 
than the negotiation; and, in fpite of all intrigues, 
the Rota unanimoufly pronounced fentent^ in 
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.the fecond inftance, in favour of Mary-Anne, 
This happened on the ad of June, 1785. Thi 
common people, who have every-where, even at 
Rome, an innate fentiment of what is juft and 
hpneft, aflembled before the hall of the Rota, and 
to the great chagrin of the holy father, celebrated 
the- triumph of juftice by their , noify acclama- 
tions. 

An incident ftill more unlucky occurred foon 
after. Amanzio Lepri died. Count Brafchi 
immediately had the will, that was favourable to 
his views, read and fealed ; but how great was 
his mortification when the youthful Mary-Anne 
produced a more recent one, which her uncle 
had fecretly made, and in which he fecured to 
her his fortune, by annulling the donation, made 
by him in. his life-time, to the pope and his ne- 
phews, as having been extorted by intrigue. A 
ftrange embarrafTment for the papal family! 
But powerful men have always the means of 
fetting themfelves above the laws. In vain did 
the public voice exclaim againft Pius VI., and 
in vain did the family of the deceafed claim the 
execution of the fentence of the Rota. The pope 
Tefufed ; and did it in that tone of ill-humour 
and harfhnefs which authority is fo apt to affume 
when it feels itfelf in the wrong. He feduced 
the civilians ; obtained a revifion of the fuit ; and 
,cveniound means to (hake the integrity of the 
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•the Rota. Several members, more courageous 
than the reft, perfifted in their firft opinion. The 
eftimable Acevedo, one. of the two auditors of 
the Rota furnithed by Spain, while his colleague 
d’Efpuig, afterwards archbifliop of Seville, was 
bafely Mattering the avarice of the pontiff, nobly 
lilpported the caufe of the ad verfe parity .; and 
faid, that to ftrip her of her inheritance would 
be to commit a fhameful crime. His appoft- 
tion was ufelefs. In the courfe of 1786 the de- 
finitive decree was carried to Pius VI. upon : a 
golden plate. It confirmed the donation of the 
imbecile. Amanzio; and condemned to cofts of 
fuit the lawful heirs, who were thus ^educed to 
mifery'and defpair. ; 

At this : news the public indignation knew no 
"bounds. The pope only fufpe&ed it. He was 
furrounded by flatterers, ^ or weak friends, who 
feared the debafement of the Holy See/ and en- 
deavoured to palliate the iniquity of the pontiff. 
Pius VI., to excufe himfelf, faid, with apparent 
frank nefs, that he wifhed for nothing but the tri- 
umph of juftice; but that when that triumph 
ihould be once fecured, the Lepri family might 
depend upon his generality. Foreigners, on; the 
other hand, did not (pare him. The court of 
Tufcany was then engaged in a quarrel with the 
pope, and rejoiced at the means which he him- 
felf employed to diminilh his popularity. The 
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news-writer of Florence accompanied his ac- 
count of the fuit, and of its refult, with the moft 
cutting reflexions, and was not difavowed by his 
government. 

The pope, however, met with.. more formi- 
dable antagonifts. The family of Altieri, one of 
the moft confiderable in Rome, efpoufed With 
warmth the caufe of the youthful Mary- Anne. 
The prince of that name even married her a 
ftiort time after.. The pope was obliged to 
yield j and the parties came to an accommodation 
in 178 7 ; by virtue of which the duke of Brafchi 
was to keep all the perfonals of the rich inhe- 
ritance, and to continue to enjoy the income of 
all the real eftates for fix years. 

Would any one believe, however, that avidity, 
repenting of the facrifices extorted from her by 
fome little remains of fliame, recurred to new 
chicanes, in order to re-comraence the fuit. 
The Rota fullied its reputation of integrity, by . 
lending its agency to this iniquitous tranfaction. ' 
At length in 1789, arbitrators, appointed on 
both fides, mediated a new accommodation, 
ftill more advantageous to nepotifm. The whole 
inheritance was divided into equal {bares be- 
tween the pope’s nephews and the real heirefs. 
But the portion of one of the parties was en- 
hanced by the addition of remorfe and (hame. 
When we remember .this infamous affair, we 
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cannot feel much difpofed to pity the nephews of 
his holinefs, fo rich a year ago, and at prefent fo 
wretched ; nor can we help believing the truth 
of the old proverb, which fixes the fate of ill- 
gotten wealth. When the apologifts of Pius VI. 
with to fave the glory of his pontificate, by 
quoting the reftoration of the Appian way, the 
draining of the Pontine marfhes, and the protec- 
tion he gave to the arts, the way to fliut their 
mouths is to remind them of the Lepri inhe- 
ritance. 

It is certainly the tranfaftion which refle&s the 
greateft diflionour on his reign. But Pius VI. 

■ may alfo be reproached with other inftances of 
avidity, which are equally lhameful, though not 
equally notorious. Ha's he not been known tp 
avail himfelf of the mod bafe expedients to en- 
rich his nephews, and draw'treafure from the 
moft polluted fources. That celebrated Englilh 
woman, who by turns diverted Europe by her 
extravagance, and lhocked it by her profligacy ; 
that woman, who carried about the fcandal qf 
•bigamy from ftate to ftate j the duchefs of Kings- 
ton, in a word, bequeathed to him at her death 
a picture fet round with diamonds. The legacy 
was valuable. It was worth forty thoufand 
florins. It was fuppofed that the delicacy 
of Pius VI. would rejeft this bequeft ; but he ' 
<1 id .not offer fuch an affront to the manes of the 
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illuftrious aventuriere. Nor did he always con- 
tent himfelf with accepting in the molt unblulh- 
ing manner : he fontetimes grafped at the pro- 
perty of others without a claim, an apparent one 
at leaft, and without feeling any remorfe of con- 
fcience. At the time of the deftruftion* of the 
Jefuits, all the plate belonging to thofe of Rome 
had been feifed, and depoiited at Monte di Pietd. 
Pius VI. had it brought to him j converted part 
of it into chandeliers for his favourite abbey at 
Subiaco ; and kept the reft for his own ufe, or 
for the, caprices of his liberality. The Ex-je- 
fuits were very much exafperated at this condu£t. 
They alleged that, even after their fuppref- 
fion, they ought at leaft to retain their moveable 
property. They had, as it is well known, a 
very numerous and very formidable party at 
Rome. In order to appeafe them, Pius VI. was 
obliged to fhew them fome favour j and confe- 
quently gave occafion to new fufpicions and 
new complaints on the part of the catholic 
powers. It often happens that a fingle promi- 
nent defeft leads to very ferious faults, and to 
. misfortunes that are not always occafioned even 
by the mod odious vices. The vanity of Pius 
VI. accounts for almoft all his errors, and was 
the moft abundant fource of his calamities. He 
was rapacious, becaufe he was determined to 
have, at any price, the means of rendering his 
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pontificate brilliant, and of Immortalifing his 
name. Hence that oppreffion, and thofe immo- 
derate iffues of paper money, which, by exciting 
the difcontent of his fubjefits, facilitated at leaft, 
if it did not immediately occalion, his fall. 
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Caufes 'of the' Overthrow 1 of the J ‘ShMm Governtn&nt: 

THE grievances, then, of which the Roman 
people complained, were but too well founded, 
and in another country they might have had the 
molt ferious confequences. But with fuch fub- 
je£ts as the Romans, the danger of an infurrec- 
tion might appear to be remote. Still, more pa- 
tient than their anceftors in the days of their 
degeneracy, they could even go without bread, 
provided they were amufed with Jhows ; and in 
this refpeft, modern Rome was Hill better treated 
than the Rome of antiqiyty. What a variety, 
what a multitude of diverfions it afforded to ig- 
norance, frivolity, and floth 1 Every day pro- 
duced a repetition of what paffed once in the 
fquare of St. Mark at Venice, when a miffionary, 
jealous of thejfuccefs of the mailer of a puppet- 
Ihow, found no other mleans of calling off the 
numerous auditory of his rival, than by taking a 
crucifix from under his caffock, and lhaking it 
in the air, crying out : Eccolo, eccolo, il yero poll- 
cinello * ! At Rome there was a conftant ftruggle 

* Look here, look here, here’s the real punch for you I 
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bftt^en .the^rofane^th^afre^ and the c^urcH^ 
TT^e priefts wer^ eyerjaflingly in difpute 
the jpy^ntebai^^. The only difference between 
^hem is ; that yvhic^ exi^s between dull, ^nd 
tertaining abfurdity. Here, a juggler aftopiQi?4 
Jj),e multitude by his pretended prodigies : there, 
the crowd was dazzled by thp illufions of fu per- 
mit ioq. , Their ^fppderin^ eyes , were npw db 
yelled to the tricks of a conjuror j novy-tp a Mv 
dppn^, yffiom a fanatic rpopk ordered to weep : 
tmd whUe men of refipejl tafte paid % and te- 
liffi^jl ...the fongs pf Met^ftfip, andjhe melodi- 
ous scents .of EaefteJJp, the mob w?nt t? 
the opera at St. church- There was npf 
■a fipgle day for ^rnui » npt a moment for mif- 
chieyoifs jdlenefs. - 

Apd then the union of twQ powers, in a Angle 
hand,, was wonderfully calculated to render thp 
abufes pf authority fupportable. The Romans, 
fuperditipus in their nature, faw in tjieir fove- 
rejgn a double individual ; by turps, ridiculous 
apd facred, pdious and refpeCtable. One day 
* they curfed the prodigal, rapacious, and prp- 
fumptuous prince ; the next they threw theup 
felves proftrate before the vicar of Jefus Chrift j 
a proceffion -or a fofemp benediction fufficing to 
make them forget the dearth of provifions. 
Their vanity was flattered with the idea of hav- 
ing within their walls the fource of fpiritual 
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grace, the objefit of the homage of the whole ea* 
tholic univerfe. They were dazzled with the 
pomp, at once religious and profane, which en- 
vironed the pontiff i and each of them thought 
that he partook of his fplendor. 

This government, vicious as it was, flattered 
in many refpetts the paflions of the multitude. 
In that immenCe hierarchy, which from the moft 
obfcure facriftan arofe to the pope* they did not 
fee a Angle rank that they might not attain} 
and though there were in Rome certain great 
families for whom the pope was. in a manner 
obliged to referve a few cardinals’ hats, there was 
pot a Angle fubjeft of the 'whole ecCleflaftical 
ftate who might not afpire to the flrft dignities of 
the church, and hope to raife his family to an ho- 
nourable ftate. What was the origin of moft of 
the cardinals? To fay nothing of the famous 
fhepherd of Montalto, who, in the laft century, 
had been feen to rife fuccefEvely from the loweft 
condition to the pontiflcal throne. Was not 
Ganganelli of the moft obfcure extra&ion? 
And what was Brafchi himfelf? A private gen- 
tleman of' a diftant province. 

There was in the Roman government, then, 
two circumftances which feemed, notwithftand- 
ing fo many caufes of deftrudion, likely to en- 
fure its duration ; two circumftances which have 
fo much influence upon mankind; vanity, and fu- 
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perdition in its mod dazzling pomp. The ima- 
gination of the vulgar represented it as Some- 
thing Supernatural 5 and their pride thence de- 
rived more than one kind of enjoyment. In the 
ecclefiadical date, thanks to the climate, the na- 
tural wants are Sew, and are eaiily Satisfied. In 
the capital there was So much food for curio- 
fity. So many refources for idlenefs, and So few 
rallying points for the difcontented, that an in- 
furre&ion, organised in a dangerous manner, was 
next to impoflible. Rome was, properly Speak- 
ing, the metropolis of Europe, the city of artids, 
amateurs, and foreigners. It would have been 
in vain to look there for the city of the Romans. 
Out of its whole population of about a hundred 
and fixty thoufand fouls, there were Scarcely any 
natives* except the Tranfteverines, and the inha- 
bitants of the quarter dei Monti j and they were 
. precisely the mod rude and the mod fuperffi- 
tious part of the populace. Among them, per- 
haps, might have been found the materials of a 
revolution : but who, among the other inhabi- 
tants of Rome, was intereded in bringing one 
about? Was it the artids, who are naturally the 
friends of peace ? The foreigners who came to 
Rome in Search of information or pleafure ? The 
numerous ecclefiadics of every rank, who had all 
their career of ambition to run ? The prelates, 
who might become cardinals ? Or the cardinals, 

04 
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'each of whom looked to the poffibility of his at- 
taining the papacy, and all of whom enjoyed a 
degree of confideration that any revolution might 
have endangered ? Every intereft then concurred^ 
if not to infpire a love, at lead tt> counfel an en- 
durance, of an order of things in which the exift- 
enceof all was implicated. It may alfo be faid; 
that the reign of a Roman pontiff, whatever he 
might be, mud have. appeared tolerable on other 
accounts. It was generally of fhort duration^ 
and confequently left a door always open to 
hdpe. Men are naturally inclined to be pdtient^ 
when they are every day upon the eve of a 
change exempt from convulfion. Befides, the. 
feign of the popes was feldom fignalifed by 
fcandalous diforders, or by intolerable a6ts of 
oppreffion. Their age, the life they mud natu- 
rally have led before they rofe to fupreme power, 
their habit of throwing a veil over their exceffes, 
whenever they indulged in any ; every thing, in 
Ihort, contributed to divert them from thofe a 61s 
of violence which irritate a whole nation, and 
produce an unanimous outcry of indignation: 
and Pius VI., notwithdanding his defe£ls, was 
not an exception to the general rule. He has 
given occadon, no doubt, to bitter complaints ; 
but he is not reproached with thofe a£ts of def- 
potifm which engender rebellions, efpecially 
, among a people little energetic, and occupied 
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with its pious mnnnheriesv fusd with its amufe- 
ments. He found the government accuftomed 
to mild meafures ; and he did not render it more 
fevere. The agents cif that government were 
often untrue to their, trufts ; but in their man- 
ners there was nothing repulfive. The nation 
ceridirily was not in a date of .profperity : it wa9 
wafting away in a. deep decline; but it was a 
ftranger to the pangs of acute diforders. It 
cannot be denied that juftice was adminiftered 
with partiality ; but its difpenfations were ile.ver 
fevere. The laws were bad, or fallen into con- 
tempt; but they were not rigorous. The 
finances were in the greateft diforder. The 
taxes, by which the people almoft always efti- 
mate their felicity, were comparatively light. Ac- 
cordingly, a few years before the French revo- 
lution, at the time when the palpable errors of 
pope Brafchi’s reign began to ftrike every eye, 
his fubje&s ufed to fay to travellers, even in the 
moft remote provinces, of the ecclefialtical ftate, 
in thofe that were the moft diftant from that 
fplendor' which dazzles the multitude, and 
makes them forget their misfortunes: “ Yes, 
“ the mildnefs of our.gdvernment makes us love 
“ it, defective as it is; and ridiculous as it may 
“ may appear; and we fhould dread the confe- 
(t quences of a change. If we had a fecular 
“ government, agriculture and the arts, perhaps. 
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« would flourilb more ; but we Ihould, have 
“ burdenfome taies ; we Ihould be a prey to 
«* extortion. Only fee how the people in the 
“ duchies of Modena and Parma are oppreffed! 
“ No : none but the enemies of the public wd* 
“ fare can defire a change j for nowhere is there 
“ greater comfort. We are, it is true, fubjeft 
“ to the caprices of a government which often 
** changes ; which is without any fixed plan as 
“ to the exportation of commodities} and 
“ whi?h fometimes favours and fometimes 
“ fetters it. But where is the adminiftration 
“ without its defeats? Where are the agents 
" who may not be reproached with fome abufe 

of power * ?” 

Elfewhere, judges lefs indulgent, blamed the 
adminiftration of Pius VI. ; but ftill fpoke hand* 
fomely of the Roman government. The pre- 
fent pope, faid they, has carried the abufe, to 
which the people is moft fenlible, to greater 
lengths than his predecefibrs. The monopoly 
of corn, of oil, and of meat, is become more 
grievous than ever. We experience dearths, 
and fometimes a real fcarcity j but at leaft we 
have no wars, of which we are bound to bear 
the burden : nor have we any occafion for ex- 

* See Roland, Lettres Rentes dc SotfTe et d’ltalie, tom. v. 
p. 515. 
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- traordinary expenfes. The pope is covetous, it 
is true ; but he does not hoard up . his money ; 
neither has he any intereft in countenancing 
a£ts of oppreflion. Our laws are not fufficiently 
coercive ; and our tribunals are neither fevere, 
nor even vigilant. Hence refults a very bad 
police, and the impunity of crimes. But what 
inconveniences do we fuffer that are not fully 
compenfated by the happinefs of never having 
threats or violence hanging over our heads? 

We do not pretend to prove by this that tbe 
Roman government was entirely contrary to the 
maxims of found philofophy, or even to the dic- 
tates of reafon alone. We only mean to fay, 
that, if it had within it the elements of a flow, 
but inevitable deftru&ion, it did not as yet ex- 
cite, even under the reign of Pius VI., that vio- 
lent difcontent which provokes the people to a 
revolution. 

It is then elfewhere, it is without that we 
mult look for the principal caufes of it ; and we 
fhall find them much lefs in the endeavours of 
heretics, poets, and atheifts, to undermine the 
pontifical throne, than in the conduft of the 
catholic powers in regard to the Holy See. 
Dupaty, in his letters concerning Italy, in which 
we meet with fo many truths, exprefled with 
fo much ingenuity, that at firft fight they wear 
the appearance of paradoxes: Dupaty fays. 
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“ the ccelefiaftjcal ftate was never fo (table, as 
“ fince it is fo weak. Henceforth it has no- 
thing to fear) for. henceforth it is no longer 
“ to be feared,” — It wiihed to become powerful 
again ; and did not k&ow how to accommodate 
itfelf to cifcumftances. It endeavoured to .make 
a fliew of ftrength, and it fell to the ground, 

. This wiH.be more fpMy explained in the fol- 
lowing chapters. 
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| " CHAPTER XI. 

Dilutes of the IJoly See with the Coiirt of Vienna. 

As long as Maria Therefa lived, the court of 
Vienna preferred an appearance of regard and 
refpeft for the Holy See. That princefs, fo 
great in feveral points of view, had, efpecially 
towards the latter end of her life, Contrafted her 
inind in the fwaddling-clothes of devotion. She 
had long confidered the Jefurts as the principal 
fupport of religion. Other courts, the rivals df 
hef’s in impiety, had heavy caufes of complaint 
againft them, and folicited their deftruftion. 
Maria Therefa thought fhe made a great effort 
in notoppdfing it; and died, perhaps, regretting 
the fociety of fefus. 

The throne, which (he left vacant, was then 
occupied by an enterprifing prince, fertile in pro- 
je£ts of reform. Jofeph II., in fpite of whatever 
ill-huftiour and envy may have faid, was a man 
of fenfe and information, who wanted nothing 
but moderation and - prudence to qualify him for 
the execution of great defigns. He had long 
‘meditated under the guardianlhip of an impe- 
rious mother, far lefs phrlofophical than himfelf. 
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it is not lefs true fet the weak profit by their 
quarrels. Hut the weak do not always know 
how to avail themfelves of the advantages af- 
forded them by circumftances. The pope, will- 
ing at once to keep well both with the houfe of 
Bourbon and the houfe of Auftria, gave caufe of 
complaint to one, without fecuring the gratitude 
of the other. 

The latter received from him at firft a proof 
of condefcenfion. He began by granting a dif- 
penfation to the archduke Maximilian, to en- 
able him to take holy orders before he accepted 
the co-adjutorfhip of the archbifhopric of Co- 
logne, and of the bifhopric of Munfter. He had, 
however, courage enough to annex a condition 
•to this favour. It was, that the archduke (liquid 
*be applied for as co-adjutor by the eleftor him- 
felf ; and that he fhould procure himfelf a ma- 
jority of votes in the two chapters ; a vain for- 
mality, which the cabinet of Vienna was fure to 
fulfil with eafe. This a£t of apparent firmnefs 
did not prevent the cabinets of Verfailles and 
Madrid from being much difpleafed with his 
oomplaifance ; but the former, where the queen 
was all-powerful, was filent. The minifter of 
Spain fpoke with that energy which was confid- 
ent with his character, and conformable to his 
inftnrdions. Pius VI., who -feared Him, befi- 
tated for fome time j but the court of Vienna 
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lavithed compliments upon the pontiff, and pre- 
fents upon his nephews and all the papal mi- 
niftry, without even forgetting the loweft offi- 
cers in the chancery. The court of Vienna 
gained the day. 

Thefe were the laft friendly tranfa£tions be- 
tween it and the Holy See. The death of Ma- 
ria Therefa followed clofe after this little tri- 
umph ; and from that moment it was forefeen 
that the time of conciliatory meafures was paft. 
Pius VI. was fenfible of this. He was acquainted 
with the charafter and principles of Jofeph II. j 
and he appeared to make it his bufinefs to ac- 
celerate the moment of rigour. This is one ex- 
ample of that inconfiftency which often appeared 
during his pontificate. 

It was a cuftom eftablifhed at Rome, that the 
pope fhould pay funeral honours in his chapel to 
the catholic fovereigns who were lately dead 
Is it credible that Pius VI. refufed this vain ho- 
mage to the memory of Maria Therefa ? He 
had juft derogated from the holy canons in fa- 
vour of that princefs; and yet he would not 
derogate, on her account, from a ufage of no con- 
fequence in itfelf, and equally unconne£ted with 
divine' worfliip, and with the * difeipline of the 
church. He perfifted in maintaining that fuch 
honours were never paid to queens : he affe&ed 
to be ignorant that Maria Therefa, who had 

VQL. i. p 
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reigned twenty years alone, ought to Ibe affims- 
lated to other fovereigns. Befides, of what con« 
fequence was this derogation from cuftom, com- 
pared with the giving of offence to a prince 
whofe favour it was fo much his intereft to con- 
ciliate! 

Jofeph II. had, in his turn, the weakness to 
be offended at this paltry ftiift ; while Pius VI., 
deceiving all the calculations of thofe who, 
thought they knew him, and rejecting the pru- 
dent counfels of his real friends, piqued himfelf 
upon braving the refentment of the emperor. 
When cardinal Herzan, the Imperial minifter, 
endeavoured to point out to him the inconveni- 
ences that might refult from his incivility— 
Well! replied the pope in a paflion, / do not cafe, 
whether the emperor be angry with this bufintfs, or 
whether he hold it in contempt. Jofeph II. adopted 
the former part of the alternative ; , and when his 
figned a difpatch, addreffed by his chancery to. 
the Imperial minifter at the papal court, he. 
added in his own hand-writing : It is of littk, 
confequence to me whether the bi/hop of Rome be po- 
lite or uncivil ; and he thought himfelf completely 
revenged. . J: 

But this was not the only affront which he re- 
ferved for the pope., The plan of Jofeph II. 
was, no doubt, formed, when he afcended the. 
throne of Maria Therefa ; and, in all probabi* 
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Ijty, no change would have been effected in it 
by a funeral oration delivered by the pope. But 
the very trifling incident of its omillion had an 
immediate influence upon the manner of putting 
it into execution ; and it was obferved, that the 
emperor, while a£!ing upon his great philofo- 
phical principles, enjoyed the uneafinefs that he 
was about to give to the fovereign pontiff. 

As early as the beginning of the year 1781, 
he fpoke of introducing the maxims of the Gal- ' 
lican church into his dominions, of 'abolishing 
the plurality of benefices, and of granting greater 
liberty to the prefs. He ordered a datement to 
be drawn up of all the ecclefiaftical revenues of 
$he Milanefe, and of the date of Mantua. This 
was bringing the fubjefit of alarm clofe home to 
the Holy See.' Jofeph II. intermingled fome 
traits of puerile animofity with the notification 
pf thefe dreadful meafures, He was in hopes of 
vexing Pius VI. by taking a confeffor from 
among the Ex-jefuits. He was not then as yet 
acquainted with his fecret fentiments. 

Soon after, he proceeded from words and pre- 
liminary meafqres to very ferious reforms. In 
that very year he iffued two edicts, fubjefiling to 
very troublefome rules the admiflion of briefs, 
bulls, and refcripts, of the court of Rome. By 
another, he declared that in future the monadic 
Orders fhould not be exempt from the authority 
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pf the bifhops ; and that the pope fhould no 
longer have immediate jurifdi£tion over them. 
Pius VI. had at firft fufficient felf-command tq 
reprefs' the anger he felt at thefe innovations. 
He wiihed, he faid, to confine himfelf to pater- 
nal reprefentations. But he received, from all 
quarters, complaints to which it was neceflary to 
attend. Rules of condufct were requefted of 
him ; and he thought he could not do otherwife 
than give them, when in fa£t he flood in need of 
them himfelf. A panic feifed upon the whole 
ecclefiaftical army ; and ran from rank to rank 
to the commander in chief. The monks trem- 
bled in their cells. Their provincials confulted 
the generals of orders who refided at Rome. 
The latter addrefled themfelves to the pope. 
They agreed with him that it was neceflary "to 
make head againft the ftorm ; and, in purfuance 
of his advice, wrote thus to the fubordinate 
chiefs : Be mindful of the conftiiutions of your order, 
and of your duty. The armies were in prefence 
of • each other : the war was about to begin, 
without being declared. 

Jofeph II. continued his reforms. He reduced 
the fees of chriftenings and burials to - one half. 
Pius VI. refolved to try the effeft of his paternal 
remonftrances. The emperor anfwered drily to 
his nuncio : I want no advice concerning the affairs 
of my own dominions, which regard only my own fub \ 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




jrfls, nor concerning matters which are merely of d 
temporal nature. 

.All that Jofeph II. has fince faid, all that he 
has fince done relative to reforms in the difci- 
pline of the church, has been merely a commen- 
tary upon, or an application of, this phrafe. We 
ihall indicate only the principal ones : all the 
feftj with their tedious details, fhould be aban* 
doned to theologians and canonifts. 

The Jefuits, the conftant, zealous, and artful 
fupporters of the Holy See, which had good rea- 
fon to regret them, had inferted in the ritual the 
principal claufes of the two famous bulls, In ccena 
Domini and Unigenitus. This was a mean of 
keeping the eyes of the faithful conftantly fixed 
upon the prerogatives of the court of Rome, of 
holding them up as effential parts of divine wor- 
fliip, and of obtaining from pious fovereigns a 
kind of tacit acknowledgment of its preten- 
fions. Jofeph II. expunged thefe dangerous 
interpolations from all the rituals in his domi- 
nions. 

. He declared all the feminaries, and colleges 
of the mifiionaries, independent of the court of 
Rome. 

Thefe were only diftant attacks made upon 
his authority. They were followed by a more 
ferious one, which was calculated to have an 
immediate effett ; and upon, which it was ne- 

*■3 
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ceffary to come to fome refolution without defay. 
The emperor wrote to Pius VI. to requeft an 
indult, authoring him to prefent to all the bi- 
fhoprics, and to fell the benefices of Lombardy. 
The en/barraffment of the pope was great. Was 
it bed to adopt vigorous meafures, at the rife of 
provoking a fchifm ? Or was it wifer to diflemble ? 
That would be to diflionour his pontificate, and 
to draw upon himfelf the reproaches of the whole 
Catholic church. Already did the priefts about 
his perfon blame his fupinenefs, and endeavour 
to infiame his zeal. He was tempted to fufpend 
the drawing up of all bulls for the hereditary 
dominions of the emperor; but fome perfons* 
who were better advifed, obferved to him, that 
Jofeph II. was a man capable of difpenfing with 
any thing that was not granted with a good 
grace. Complain in fecret, faid they, at the 
foot of the crucifix, of the pretenfions which the 
emperor fets up. Take what are called con* 
fervatory meafures ; but have a care how you 
proceed to refufals. Have you forgot the fa- 
mous expreflion of Benedift XIV., your firft pro- 
teftor, who faid, when fpeaking of temporal fo^ 
vereigns. Do not let us difcourage their making ap- 
plications to us. 

But it was hard, it was difgraceful, to yield 
without refiftance. Well, let us refill then, faid 
Pius VI., but with the arms of mildnefs and of 
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Chriftian charity. He replied then to the de- 
mand of an indiilt, by a refpe£tful letter, in which 
he endeavoured to (often Jofeph II. by flattering 
his vanity. I know very well, faid he, that I 
(hall obtain nothing ; but it is always important 
to gain time. 

The pope might be confidered at that time as 
an objeft of pity. Almoft all the fovereigns of 
Europe feemed to have confpired to torment 
him. France was almoft the only one that gave' 
him no caufe of complaint, which added ftill 
more to the afcendancy of the cardinal de Ber- 
nis, and gave him an opportunity of fpeaking, at 
lead: with fome tranfient fuccefs, the language 
Which was moft familiar to him, that of concili- 
ation and peace. He employed it in order to 
footh the pontiff’s extreme irritation at the Im- 
perial decree, which forbade any one to apply 
for difpenfations to the court of Rome ; and 
at another decree that appeared fhortly after, 
obliging all tbe bifhops in the hereditary domi- 
nions to promife that they would obey every or- 
der which had already been iffued by the empe- 
ror, or which he might ijfue hereafter. This decree 
Was not unlike that of the Spanilh inquifition, 
which profcribed all the works of Voltaire, as 
well thofe which he had already compofed, as 
tkofe which he might compofe in future. It may 
eafily be conceived that fuch an injun£tion muft 
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appear at once fcandalous and alarming to the 
Holy See, and to all its partifans. But what 
was to be done ? Was it by refignation, or by 
reliftance, that the Roman catholic church could 
be faved from the calamities by which it was 
threatened ? Pius VI. waited with extreme anx- 
iety for the anfwer of Jofeph II., relative to the 
indult. What cardinal Herzan faid to him be- 
fore-hand, augured no good : “ If your holinefs 
“ does not grant what the emperor a Iks, you may 
“ be allured that he will prefent to all the bene- 
“ fices in Lombardy without your eonfent.” Jo- 
feph’s anfwer arrived fhortly after. It was affec- 
tionate, but energetic, and did not leave room 
for the fmalleft hope of a compromife. He was 
fincerely defirous of the holy father’s eonfent > 
but he did not think it at all neceffary. His 
determination was irrevocable. He was refolved 
to re-eftablifh the fovereign authority, which the 
weaknefs of his predeceffors had fuffered to be 
infringed. 

The pontiff grieved; deliberated; and was 
about to fubmit. Hitherto he had fhewn him- 
felf fiery in the extreme. His beft friends no 
longer knew him : his phlegm and patience ap- 
peared to them Supernatural. They found him 
difpofed to grant the fatal indult, provided Jo- 
feph would promife to make no farther innova- 
tions. 
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“ Pius VI. was not yet acquainted with the em* 
perofr He had feen him develop only a part of 
his vaft plan. While he thought himfelf at the 
end of his forrows and Sacrifices, a new Imperial 
decree appeared, fuppreffing all the monafteries, 
of which the monks, being merely contempla- 
tive, were neither ufeful as indructors of youth, 
as mifiionaries, nor as preachers. It alfo threw 
open all the convents of nuns, except thofe who 
were engaged in the ufeful work of education. 

Thefe were no fmall triumphs to found philo- 
fbphy. They were thunder-bolts to the court 
of Rome. They provoked a refolution which 
was not expefited in France, and which took the 
cardinal de Bemis himfelf unprovided. 

• Pius VI. imagined, that if there were any 
means of converting the emperor, it was to go 
and vifit him in perfon at Vienna. The only 
perfons to whom he had intruded the Secret of 
this ftrange project, were John Francis Albani, 
dean of the Sacred College, a man of abilities 
and influence, to whom it was neceffary to (hew 
fome deference, cardinal Gerdyl, the pope’s 
privy counfellor in every thing relative to theo- 
logy, and cardinal Pallavicini, on whom he be- 
llowed neither confidence nor friendfhip ; but 
who, as Secretary of ftate, naturally had a right 
to be intruded with the project. 

’ It was the court of Vienna which fent the 
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firft advice of it to that of V erf&ille*, The latte# 
thought the idea “extravagant, and calculated t<J 
bring the catholic religion and . the head of the 
church into contempt, A6 to the cardinal dt 
Bemis, he obftinately refufed to believe it ; and 
the meafure was already announced &t Vienna* 
when cardinal Conti, fecretary of briefs; told the 
roinifters of France and Spain that be intended 
toafkthe pope’s permiffion to communicate to 
them a very great piece of new, Bernis and tbe 
chevalier Azara knew not for fome time what 
to conjefture. Of all the projects which the 
pope could have conceived, that of a journey to 
Vienna appeared the leaf! probable. Their fur* 
prife was extreme when they were made ac* 
quainted with the brief which Pius VI. had ad* 
dreffed to the emperor, to announce to him that 
he was determined to pay him a vifit, in ordef 
to fettle in perfon the points on which they were 
at variance ; and that neither his age, nor the 
length of the journey fhould deter him from 
taking a ftep which could not fail, he hoped, to 
re-eftablifli good harmony between them. 

This brief had been delivered to Jofeph II. 
by the nuncio Garampi ; and its contents were 
at firft to be kept fecret. As foon as it was di- 
vulged at Vienna, through the indiferetion of 
the Venetian ambaffador, it became the fubjeft 
of the raoft malignant reflections. No one would 
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ever have expeSed the haughty Vatican to take 
fo huw&kting a ftep. What a triumph for the 
emperor’s vanity ! What a mortification for the 
Holy See ! At Rome the fame language was 
held by all ranks of men. They could not par- 
don the pope’s friends for having given him fuch 
bafe advice. What more could the enemies 
of his repofe and glory have done ! 

The emperor himfelf was far from expe&ing 
fuch a refolution on the part of the pope ; but 
he diffembled his aftonifhment. Endeavours 
were made to alarm him, by obierving to him 
that the prefence of the fovereign pontiff might 
heat the minds of fanatics, and oppofe dangerous 
obftacles to the ufeful reforms he had under- 
taken. He contemned fuch empty terrors. He 
was accuftomed to brave dangers ; and thofe ap- 
peared to him nowife formidable. He therefore 
font an affectionate anfwer to Pius VI., in which, 
after having ftarted fome obliging objections re- 
lative to his health, he applauded his intention. 
He acknowledged that nothing was more likely 
to bring two princes, who had any difpute to 
fettle, to a good underftanding, than a perfonal 
interview. 

Some people did Pius VI. the honour to be- 
lieve that his propofal of going to Vienna was 
no more than an empty demonftration, from 
which he had expected a good effect; that he 
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w&s id hopes it would be taken as a ftrikmg 
proof of his apoftolical zeal 3 and that 3fcsvould 
be compared to the good fhepherd in the. gof* 
pel, who went 'in fearch of his loft fheep ; but 
that he depended upon the emperor’s not taking 
him at his word. Thofe who knew Pius VI. 
well, thought him perfectly incapable of fueh a 
calculation. The truth was, that, depending 
much upon his eloquence, and upon his other 
means of fedu&ion, he flattered himfelf that he 
ihould not meet with a perfonal refufal from the 
emperor j that his prefence would awaken the 
zeal of the German bifhops ; and that his tri- 
umph would be infallible. Jofeph II. thought 
otherwife, and was juftified by the event. It is 
well known, that even before the departure of 
Pius VI. that prince expreffed himfelf thus : 

“ If the pope comes only in hopes of obtaining 
“ from me the flighted change in the fyftem I 
“ have adopted in eccleflaftical affairs, he may 
“ fpare himfelf the trouble of fo long a jour- - 
“ ney.” 

Several months ftill paffed between the ac- 
knowledgment required by Jofeph II. and the 
departure of Pius VI. j and that time was 
fpent in intrigues, conjectures, and attempts to 
(hake his refolution. It was exceedingly un- 
pleafant to the eldeft of his nephews. The pope, 
in his opinion, was expofing himfelf to ever- 
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lading ridicule ; and then, reverting to himfelf, 
he faw his fortune endangered, in cafe his uncle 
fhould happen to die upon the road. What was 
to become of thofe brilliant enterprifes that did 
ib much honour to his pontificate ? Yes, cried 
he mournfully, the pope is guided by perfidious' 
counfels. His enemies with to kill him with 
phagrin and fhame. 

]Bernis, who fmcerely interefted himfelf in his. 
glory and peace, hoped that it was ftill time to 
diffuade him ; and, without taking offence at his 
referve, which did not fo much indicate a want 
of confidence as the dread with which he was 
mfpired by the aufterity of his advice, addrefled 
to him a preffing letter to the following effe& : 

“ Every body is of opinion that you are about 
** to take an improper ftep, which, without 
* f being of the fmalleft advantage to the Holy 
See, will be a difgrace to the pontifical dig* 
“ nity. Even at Rome, it is already turned into 
“ ridicule. Now you know with what effefit 
“ that weapon is ufed againft religion and its 
minifters. Thofe who are about your perfon 
dare not oppofe your wifhes. They are ill 
<£ acquainted with the fpirit of courts, and thte 
fpirit of the age. For heaven’s fake then, 
♦* holy father, fufpend the execution of your 
fC proje6t, till you know the fentiments of the 
f f courts of France and Spain, and of fuch 
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f> others whofe opinion ought to have any weight 
* ( with you, 8cc.” 

This teffon, although a little fevere, was well 
receive?} ; for Pius VI., in fpite of his habitual 
obftinacy, was not offended with remonftrances, 
which he was convinced were made with a good 
intention ; but his flatterers gained the day; and 
among thofe there were probably fome ambitious 
priefts, who were in hopes that the pontiff’s cha- 
grin would foon occafiop a vacancy in the Holy 
gee. They were not as yet acquainted with that 
happy ipipaffibility, which kept him in an excel* 
lent ftate of health in the midft of florins, and 
. has fince enabled hjm to furvive the greateft ca* 
lamities. Pius VI., however, was pleafed tQ 
enter into a fort of difcufliqn With the cardinal 
de fiemis. His great argument was, that he 
had made a promife to the emperor, who had 
taken, him at his word, He quoted with much 
complacency the affe£iionate exprefiions of that 
prince.—- 1 ' But you fee,” replied his fincero 
friends, <f that the emperor tells you beforehand, 
" that nothing is capable of making him change 
** his determination. Why then (hould you take 
fo degrading a ftep to no purpofe?” 

This refleftion made him hefitate for fome 
time. To fetisfy his mind completely, he came 
to the refolution of confulting feven cardinal*, 
feparately. They all gave their opinion in 
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Writing* and unknown to each other ; and all of 
them voted for the journey to Vienna, This 
unanimity appeared to the fuperftitious pontiff 
fo be altogether fupematural. Thus it was that 
formerly the verfipn of the Septuagint was dic- 
tated by the Holy Ghoft itfelf. A Angle cardi- 
nal had, however, been of opinion, that it might, 
ftrhaps, be worth while to confult the catholic 
courts. But the pope pretended that the delay 
which would refiijt from following this Angle 
opinion would irritate the emperor $ and betides, 
that the catholic courts might be afraid of in- 
volving themfelves in fome difficulty with that 
prince. He had, in his own opinion, irrefutable 
anfwers to all objections. Did any one fpeak 
to him of the dangers he might incur, or at leaffc 
pf the affronts to which he was going .to expofe 
himfelf, he replied with an air of ingenuous zeal, 
that might have been interefting if the d'efire of 
acquiring celebrity by fo ftriking a meafure, and 
pf exhibiting his perfon, had not been upper- 
moft among the motives of his condudi ; he re- 
plied : f * I am going to Vienna, as I would go to 
i e . martyrdom. For the intereft of religion, we 
“ ought to expofe even our lives. We are not 
* at liberty to abandon the veffel of the church 
V m the mod violent dorms.” When any one 
pointed out to him the raillery of which he was 
(ure to be the object: rt It matters little,” fairi he. 
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** whether the Imperial minifters turn me into 
v ridicule : their fentiments are well known 
“ (this was particularly pointed at M. de Kau~ 
“ nit*). Do we not know that we are bound 
“ to fufFer for the fake of Jefus Chrift.” 

This latter fear was principally excited by his 
pftentatious devotion, which afforded ample 
(cope to ridicule ; by his want of knowledge of 
the cuftoms of the world, and by ignorance of 
every thing that did not immediately relate to 
pcclefiaftical affairs. The perfons who were to 
attend him on his journey were by no means 
calculated to guard him againft the commiflion 
of follies and faults. He took with him the 
abbe Ponzetti, his confeffor, a fpy of the fociety 
of the Jefuits, who was infe£ted with extraVa-* 
gant principles, and who had wit enough to 
make him dangerous ; a patriarch Marucci, 
and an archbifhop Conteffini, both of them 
itrongly tinctured with Jefuitifm, as well as the 
reft of his retinue ; and to render the abfurdity 
complete, the prelate Dini, his mafter of the 
ceremonies, the man who had infilled the moft 
ftrenuoufly upon denying funeral * honours to 
Maria Therefa, was likewife of the party. 

The pope concluded his reply to the cardinal 
de Bernis, by telling him that he - was going as 
foon as poflible to pay a vifit to the emperor* 
according to the promife he had lately -made. . 
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Berms was not dilcouraged. He combated 
tbe refolution of Pius VI. with new ' remon- 
ltrances. “ Dp not confide folely in thofe whom 
** you have confulted. There are in the faered 
* c college others capable of giving yoti advice’. 

Thofe even, by whofe 1 apparent opinion you 
“ regulate your conduct, hold a very different 
x ‘ language when they are not in your prefence. 
** Befides, are theologians good judges of deco- 
“ rum and political propriety ? Rely rather up- 
“ on thofe who have fome knowledge of the 
“ world and of courts. Your nuncio at Vi- 
** enna is in a difficult fituation ; and it is natural 
“ that he fliould^wiffi you to come to his affift- 
" ance. You are going to give the fignal of a 
“ paper war, to give birth to a difcuffion which 
*' the very intereft of religion requires you to 
“ avoid. Does not the true welfare of the church 
** confift in peace and concord ?” The cardinal 
de Bemis concluded this affefting note by a 
phrafe fultable to his profeffion : Triftis eji anitna 
mea ufqae ad mortem. 

But the refolution of Pius VI. was taken, and 
nothing could move him. When his determina- 
tion appeared irrevocable, his (in cere friends, 
who were not numerous, exprcffed their'opinion 
of it to the following effect. “ A particular 
“ kind of enthufiafm, a fondnefs for extraordi- 
“ nary things, a miftaken zeal, a little too much 
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“ vanity and prefumptjon, bad advice given for 
“ the moft part with an evil intention, and a 
“ complete ignorance of the world and of courts, 
“ have prevailed over good fenfe, fripndfhip, and 
“ the true interefts of the church ^nd of the 
“ Holy See. God is not obliged to counteract hy 
“ miracles the imprudence of his vicars.” 

Till the laft moment his friends were in hopes 
that the projected journey would not take place; 
that by 1 fome pretext, either on one iide or thp 
Other, thi? Angular interview would be eluded; 
but each party thought himfelf bound by his 
word. Every thing, even to his religious fcrp- 
ples, confirmed the pope in his refolution ; for 
he knew that Jofeph had faid to Garampi, thp 
nuncio, “ His hplinefs is obliged to come and 
“ confer with me, if he does not wjfh tp forfeit 
“ his word, and to devote himfelf to ridicule 
“ and reprobation.” , 

Pius VI. therefore made very ferious prepa- 
rations for his journey. It was his firft inten- 
tion to tpavel incognito , under the name of Ri/kop 
of St. John of Lateran, tp alight at Vienna at the 
palace of his nuncio, and thence to repair to 
the cattle of Schoenbrun, where apartments 
were to be provided for him. But Jofeph II., 
under an appearance of religious refpeCt for the 
head of the church, was not forry to add every 
cirenmftance of parade to the homage that was 
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about to be paid him. He infilled that th« 
pontiff fhould lodge in his palace at Vienna j 
and ordered an apartment, fuperbly furnifhed, to 
be prepared for his reception. In the oratory, 
which he intended for his ufe, he had a mag- 
nificent altar erected, and topk care to lay upon 
it holy relics, and a crucifix of great value ; the 
very crucifix which , was faid to have fpolcen to 
one of his predeceffors, Ferdinand II. The em- 
peror wifhed to flatter the pbpe’s devotion, and 
at the fame time to evince his own. 

On the 25th day of February, Pius VI. held a 
/confiftory, in which, among other regulations, 
he fettled that the reins of government fhould, 
during his.abfence, be committed to the hands 
of the cardinal-vicar Colonna. Forefeeing the 
poffibility of his dying before his return, he an- 
nulled the bull, Ubi papa, ibi Roma ; and ordered 
by a brief, that the conclave for the choice of 
-his fucceffor fhould be held at Rome, even if 
he fhould happen to die in any difiant part. 
The health of cardinal Pallavicini, the fecretary 
of ftate, being at that time precarious, he no- 
minated, in a fealed note, the perfon who was 
to fucceed him in cafe of his demife. 

After the cares required by the church, thofe 
due to affe&ion occupied his mind. He fent 
for his nephew, count Onefti, and delivered to 
him his laft will. “ If I die during my journey,” 

a 
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faid he, “ you will here find my final intentions. 
“ Remember me in your prayers. Farewell !”— 
The nephew feemed much affefted ; and the 
pope, who wept in circumftances lefs moving, 
turned afide to hide his tears. 

The holy apoftles were not to be forgotten on 
the eve of fo important a meafure. On the 26th 
of February, during th<; filence of the night, 
Pius VI. defcended to their tombs, under the 
principal altar of St. Peter’s church, pioufly 
implored their afliftance, and performed divine 
worfhip. With fuch preparations, he could net. 
fail to have a profperous journey. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The Pope's Journey to Vknud. 

rp 

Jl HE following day was fixed for the depar- 
ture of Pius VI. Early m the morning he re- 
paired to the Vatican offered up his prayers 
to the deity j afterwards went to St. Peter’s j 
there heard mafs ; and then retired to that pom- 
pous facrifty, built and decorated, by his orders* 
at fuch great expenfe. It was there that he 
took leave of the heirs to the throne of Rufiia, 
of the count and countefs du Nord, who, a few 
days before, had returned from Naples. They 
made him a prefent of a fuperb pelijfe , and at- 
tended him to his carriage. Pius VI. feemed 
very fenfible of thefe delicate marks of attention 
(heWn to him by a fchifmatic prince and 
princefs, at a, time, when he had fo little reafon 
to be fatisfied with the court of Naples, and the 
grand duke of Tufcany, and when he was fetting 
off on a journey undertaken in order to mollify 
the rigour of the firft catholic monarch in Eu- 
rope. At length he got into his carriage, 14 
the prefence of an fmmenfe crowd, who. with 
loud cries implored his laft benediSHon. The 
moft noify acclamations accompanied him 
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through all the ftreets of Rome, and to the end 
of the firft ftage. He might at that time have 
miftaken the fentiments with which he infprrecf 
his fubjefts. The good wilhes that he carried 
away with him feemed ardent, fincere, and 
unanimous ; but who does not know the nature 
of the populace, and efpecially of the populace 
of Rome ? 

Among the preparations for the journey, no- 
thing was forgotten that might ferve for the 
perfonal decoration of the fovereign pontiff, or 
exhibit his munificence. He took with him the 
tiara, and two crofiers magnificently ornament- 
ed, which were generally depofited at the caftle 
of St. Angelo ; for it was his intention to diiplay 
at Vienna all the pomp of the pontifical dignity. 
He was provident enough to take with him alfo 
four cardinals’ hats, deftined for the German 
prelates whom he purpqfed to inveft with the 
Roman purple. He ordered a thoufand gold 
medals to be ftruck, each worth fifteen crowns* 
and bearing on one fide a reprefentation of the 
holy apoftles, and on the o,ther his own portrait. 
Thefehe diftributed on the road. Eighty thou- 
fand Roman crowns were fet apart to defray 
the expenfes of the whole journey. 

All this parade might dazzle fools, but it did 
not diminilh the humiliation attendant upon the 
tfep taken by the pope. . How unlike was Pius 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




231 



VI. to that pontiff who fet the Imperial crown 
upoh the head of Charlemagne; to the ar- 
rogant Gregory VII., who left the Excommuni- 
cated emperor Henry IV. fuppliant, arid “ex- 
poled to • the infclemency of the weather for ! 
feveral nights, in- the ditch of the caftle of 
Canolfa ; and to the fiery Innocent I V., prb- 
fcribihg Frederick II releafing his fubjeds from 
the oath of fidelity, and foccefsfiilly oppofirig 
the thunder of the Vatican to the triuhiph of 
that warlike prince. Pius VI. was far from 
being that imperious, that outrageous fanatic ; 
but he was expiating the infolence of his ptede- 
ceffors; while Jofeph II., under an appearance 
of urbanity, was avenging the affronts that had 
been offered to his. 

* . 

Pius VI. confidered his journey as a mere 
proof of his apoftolical zeal j and feafted his 
vanity upon the" homage he was about to receive 
in the courfe of his long route. 

Before he quitted Rome, he performed a laft 
ad of devotion. He flopped at the door of the 
fathers of the oratory of Santa Maria di Velli- 
cella, offered up a prayer, ftepped again into 
his carriage, and finally departed by the gate 
called La porta del popolo. 

The principal noblemen of Rome, accom- 
panied him as far as Otricoli, afmall town, fince 
rendered famous by our vi&ories over the Nea- 

<L4 
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politans. It was there that his nephew,,the pre^ 
late Brafchi, and the governor of Rome took; 
leave of him. WUhing to give the Ruffian; 
prince and princefs a laft proof of kindnefs,and, : 
though abfent, to- do the honours of his capital,- 
he lent orders from Otricoli- to entertain thenv 
with an illumination of St. Peter's church, an<t 
an exhibition of fire-works in the caflle of St- 

i 

Angelo. 

On the third day he arrived at Tolentino,. a* 
that place, where, fourteen years afterwards, he - 
was for fome fliort time to preferve his throne 
by painful facrificea. It is there that reft the; 
bones of, a faint held in high, veneration in the 
country, and known to the devout of Europe 
by the name of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino. 

A warlike prince, when he travels, vifits for- 
treflfes and celebrated camps. A philofophical 
prince goes to obferve, and to encourage ufeful 
public- eftablilhments. The travels of a pope 
are one continual pilgrimage, excepting, indeed, 
the cuftomary penance and privations. Pius 
VI. went every where to worfliip bones> to cele- 
brate miracles, to offer up prayers, to beftow 
benedictions, to hold out his flipper to be kiffed 
by a few privileged perfons, and his hand by 
every body ; and this is what will be called an 
apoftolical journey. , 

His route led him to our Lady of Loretto. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




SB'S; 

He made a pauie before the facred image ; ad- 
mired the brilliant offerings with which oftenta- 
tipus devotion had enriched it, and added to 
them his own. Every where the devout and 
the curious crowded round him ; every where 
the prelates and dignitaries of the court of Rome 
haftened from all quarters to fwell his retinue > 
and every where the pontiff, furrounded by 
glory, diftributed his benedictions with no 
fparing hand. 

In his way to Cefena, his native place, he was 
obliged to pafs that river which is fb famous in 
the hiftory of the Roman republic. The fight 
of it awakened ideas, which flattery did not fail 
to turn to account. Formerly, faid his adula- 
tors, Casfar paffed the Rubicon to make war upon 
Rome : the pope is now pafiing it to offer peace 
to Qaefar. This comparifon would have fufficed 
to confole the vanity of Pius VI. ; but as yet it 
did not (land in need of confolation. 

At Cefena, he found himfelf furrounded by 
his family of both fexes, and of all ages. The 
fevere itiquette , which conftantly infulates the 
fovereign pontiff, was laid afide ; and men, wo- 
men, and children, were admitted to his table. 
He appeared to be much moved by this affera- 
blage ; but he was, perhaps, ftill more fenfibly 
affeCled, upon perceiving the arrival of count 
Zambeccari, one of the forty fenators of Bo- 
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logna, appointed roinifter plenipotentiary by the 
king of Spain, to compliment him on his 
journey. 

Charles III. wrote to him with his own hand: 
** I envy the emperor,” faid he, “ the happinefs 
“ which he is about to derive from your company 
“ at Vienna. I fhould defire nothing fo much as 
* c to enjoy the like.” Such is the language of 
courts. It is well known that the ridiculous 
journey of the pope was not lefs difapproved of 
at Madrid than at Verfailles; but Charles III. 
was not undeferving pf the title of catholic king, 
and felt his royal heart much interefted in the ho- 
nour of the Holy See. 

On his arrival at Imola the following morning 
(the 8th of March), Pius VI. received the hom- 
age of another crowned head. The ‘king of 
Sardinia fent feveral noblemen of his court to 
compliment him. The next day, the pious duke 
of Parma came to perform the fame duty in per- 
fon. He kiffed the pontiff’s hand and flipper, 
and returned contented. 

The pope found at Ferrara one of the empe- 
ror’s life-guards, who' was come from Vienna 
to meet him. The day after his departure from 
Rome, the emperor’s anfwer, which he did not 
choofe to wait for, had arrived : it was as affec- 
tionate as the firft ; but it deprived him, never- 
thelefs, of the hope of effecting any change in 
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the emperor’s plans. Many perfons regretted 
that he had not deferred his departure for four 
and tw.enty hours, thinking that this anfwer 
would, perhaps, have cured him. They were but 
little acquainted with Pius VI. Obftinate and 
'prefumptuous, he could fee nothing in the em- 
peror’s letter but what was calculated to flatter 
his vanity. Jofeph, after repeating that he was 
immoveably fixed in his refolutions, added the 
following words : — IexpeEl your vijit •, but I beg you 
to accept the ufe of my palace , which will be much 
more convenient both for you and for me ; fince, as we 
fhall have a great many things to difcufs together , we 
muft not let the prying public have the malicious plea- 
fur e of counting the number of our interviews. 

Jofeph had hoped that Pius VI. would divine 
his fecret intentions. But when he heard that 
he had taken his letter in the literal fenfe, and 
that he was fet off from Rome, his whole 
thoughts were occupied in preparing for him the 
moil dazzling reception. The courier whom he 
difpatched, had orders not to flop till he met 
him. The letters which he delivered to the 
pope announced that the emperor had fitted up 
an apartment for him in his refidence at Vienna, 
which was the very fame that had been occupied 
by the late emprefs, and that he might expe£t a 
reception worthy of his fupreme rank. Pius VI. 
could not conceal his fatisfa&ion. He enjoyed. 
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by anticipation, the tributes of refpeft and lotef 
with which he was about to be overwhelmed. 
After quitting Ferrira, and arriving upon the 
banks of the Po, he found the bucentaur, which 
the fenate of Venice had ordered to be prepared 
for his accommodation, and an immenfe crowd , 
waiting for him by the fide of the river. In this 
manner he was conduced to the place where 
the Adige falls into the Po ; and thence to the 
ifiand of Chiozza, where he was complimented 
by the Venetian prelates, the doge, and the fenate, 
reprefented by the two procurators of St. Mark, 
who accompanied him to the frontiers of the 
Venetian ftate. The Sacred College was much 
afraid left Pius VI., led away by a third of ho- 
nours, ftiould be tempted to appear in the capi- 
tal of the republic. According to the cardinals, 
the Venetians did not deferve fuch an attention 
on the part of the fovereign pontiff. For a long 
time paft they had (hewn very little refpe£t to 
the Holy See; and it was they who had fet the 
emperor examples which he had but too well 
followed. 

For this once Pius VI. fpared the Sacred Col- 
lege that additional vexation. He contented 
himfelf with travelling through the whole Vene- 
tian ftate, leaving Venice- very near him upon his 
right. When he arrived at the canals of the 
lake, from whence there is a profpeft of the 
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queen- of the feas,)\t found a great number of boat* 
and gondolas, which fcarcely left room for the 
richly decorated veflel on board of which Tie was 
received. At the fight of him the whole crowd 
fell proftrate, and craved and obtained his bene- 
di£lion. . The women wept with joy, and all 
the neighbouring trees bent beneath the weight 
of curious fpeftators. At length he difem- 
barked at Malgara, and found the fteps of the 
landing-place covered with a rich carpet. The 
bifliop of Trevifo was waiting for him at the top 
of them, and conducted him to Meftre, where he 
was received by all the great perfonages of the 
environs, by the ambafladors of Spain and 
Auftria, and by his own nuncio, all come from 
Venice in order to catch a benediftion as he 
paiffed. After making fome (top at Trevifo, he 
eroded the Piava over a bridge built on purpofe 
for him, and the Tagliamento, in a boat magni- 
ficently ornamented ; and at length arrived at 
Udina, the laft town of that republic, the go- 
vernment of which affected to prove to him that 
it was as ready to pay empty homage to the 
perfon of the head of the church, as it was back- 
ward in (hewing marks of deference to his au- 
thority. 

At length he reached the frontiers of the do- 
minions of a fovereign, far more formidable in 
' fiis caprices, who was preparing to adminifter to 
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him the fame confolation. On the 14th of 
March he arrived at Goertz, or Goritz, the firft 
town in Auftria. He found there Garampi, the 
nuncio, count Cobenzel, the emperor’s vice- 
chancellor, a fquadron of the life-guards, and 
feveral Auftrian noblemen. Every thing pro- 
mifed him the molt brilliant reception ; but his 
joy tvas a little difturbed when he learnt that 
the archbifliop of Goertz had juft been fent for 
to Vienna to receive a fevere reprimand. He 
was about to expiate his blind devotion to the 
Holy See. He had refufed to publifli the edidts 
of toleration in his diocefe, and had dared to 
appeal to Rome. Pius VI. pretty well con- 
cealed his painful feelings at this firft proof of 
Jofeph’s inflexibility, and uttered thefe remark- 
able words, from which the perfons preferit drew 
various inferences : — It is very right ; the fovereign's 
orders JJwuld be pimEtually obeyed. But thofe who 
record the words of great perfonages Ihould be 
accompanied by a mufician and a painter ; one 
to note down 'the tone in which they are fpoken, 
the other to pourtray the features of the fpeaker: 
we Ihould then know in what way they ought 
to be interpreted. Upon the arrival of the 
archbifhop of Goertz at Vienna, a very embar- 
raffing alternative was propofed to him. ** Sign 
“ one of thefe two writings,” faid the fevere cora- 
miffion before which he was fummoned. The 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




one was the r.efignation of his archbilhopric $ the 
pther an oath of obedience to the emperor’s or- 
ders. A day which he alk'ed for confideration 
not being granted him, hefigned the oath, con- 
feffed that he had grofsly difobeyed the emperor’s 
orders, and threw himfelf upon his clemency. 
He afterwards received a fevere reprimand ; was 
obliged to Men to a long lefiture concerning 
the duty of bilhops towards their fovereign j and 
received orders to. repair to his diocefe, without 
fo much as feeing Pius VI., who had arrived in 
the mean time, and to take care that the edi£ts 
he had fufpended were put in execution. He 
was befides threatened with a heavy fine if he 
made the final left delay, and condemned to pay 
fifteen hundred florins a year for the fupport of 
a pious foundation. The pope was certainly 
bound to intercede for him with the emperor ; 
but his entreaties were of no avail, tlow ill did 
this augur to the fuccefs of his apoftolical 
journey ! 

But let us continue to follow him upon the 
road to Vienna. On his arrival at Laybaeh, in 
Carniola, he found there the arch-duchefs Mary 
Anne, the. emperor’s eldeft filter, whom devotion 
had brought from her convent of Clagenfurt to 
the feet of the fovereign pontiff. She was going 
to proftrate herfelf before him in reality. The 
pope haftened to raife her, but could not pre- 
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vent her from killing his hand ; and much were 
the pious fpeclators edified by the humble devo- 
tion of the princefs, and the modeft and kind 
demeanour of the pontiff. The religious homage 
of the archduchefs was the better received, as 
the reft of the family had given fo much vexa- 
tion to Pius VI., and held out to him a profpe£t 
of more. He intimated his alarms to the illus- 
trious confidant, who repaid his abundant be- 
nedictions with the only thing Ihe had at her dif- 
pofal — fruitlefs wilhes> and vain words of en- 
couragement. 

At Laybach, at Marpurg, and at Gratz in 
Stiria, he found himfelf furrounded by the fame 
concourfe of curious people and devotees. In 
the firft of thofe cities he walked during a whole 
hour between two thick rows of fpeftators. At 
Gratz the public curiofity was (till greater; the 
crowd preffed very clofe to him ; every one wilh- 
ing to kifs, or at leaft to touch the facred veft- 
ments of the pontiff. In the midft of all this 
homage, how was it poflible to fuppofe that he 
was no more than a man ! Accordingly Pius VI. 
identified himfelf with him whofe vicar he called 
himfelf ; and feeing that attempts were made to 
keep off the crowd of the faithful, pronounced 
with pious pride thefe words of St. Mark : Suffer 
the little children to come .unto me, and forbid them 
not. 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




' Pius VI; was not far from the- gates of Vienna, 
and the tribute of refpeft was about to become 
ftill more Itriking. Jofeph II. could not prevent 
his malignity from adding to it fome farcafms, 
both in words and actions. He fent to meet 
him three nobles of the Hungarian guard, whd 
were to ferve him as couriers ; and to accuftom 
the pope to his. principles of toleration, chofe 
them out of the three religions eftablithed in 
Germany. One was a Catholic, the other a Lu- 
theran, the third a Calvinift. Cardinal Megazzi, 
archbifhop of Vienna, when fetting off to meet 
him, alked the emperor if the bells of the capital 
Were to be rung at the moment of the pope’s 
making his entry. A fine queftion, indeed , anfwered 
Jofeph, are not the bells your artillery ? 

The emperor and his ' brother Maximilian 
went to meet the pontiff as far as Neunklrchen, 
a town at a few leagues diftance from Vienna. 
As foon as they perceived his carriage, they 
alighted,; the pope haftened to do the like, and 
the greetings on both tides were very affe&ionate. 
The pope embraced the emperor, and gave him 
three fraternal kiffes. The fpeftators even 
thought they obferved the tears Handing in the 
eyes of both the eminent perfonages ; one of 
whom wept eafily, and the other when he 
pleafed. The emperor took the pope into his 
carriage, and feated him on his right hand ; and 
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during their entry into Vienna, which was pom- 
pous and noify (it was on the aid of March, 
1782), the holy father did not ceafe to bellow 
the treafures of his benediction upon an immenfe 
crowd of the faithful, intoxicated with joy and 
devotion. ' 

The pope, enchanted with his reception, was 
delirous that, even before they arrived at Vi- 
enna, his auilere, but real friends, Bemis and 
Azara, fhould partake of his fatisfa£lion. He 
fent them word, through the medium of cardinal 
Pallavicini, that he received upon every occalion 
the moll flattering teftimonies of the emperor’s 
affe£tion. Hence, by his account, it was natu- 
ral to conclude that Jofeph was pleafed with his 
journey, and moll favourably difpofed towards 
him. Thefe two intelligent minilters would 
have been diverted by his preemption, if their 
regard for him had been lefs lincere. 

They heard with pleafure that he had fuc* 
ceeded perfeftly well in his debut at Vienna. 
His appearance was confidered as highly pre- 
pofiefling ; his manners were thought' a happy 
mixture of dignity, affability, and modefty. . It 
was well known, however, that Jofeph II., who, 
in fpite of his great qualities, fometimes exhi- 
bited a littlenefs of mind, had taken offence at 
the acclamations he had met with on his route. 
It was well known that he was particularly 
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vexed at; finding that the pope had taken the li- 
berty of reprimanding the bifhops who had pub- 
li (hed his imperial decrees with affe&ed good- 
will. He did not even difguife from him his fen- 
timents on that head; but that was a circumftance 
Pius VI. took great care to conceal. A few days 
after his arrival at Vienna, he wrote to the cardi- 
nal de Bernis, and dwelt much upon the enter- 
tainments given him by the emperor, and upon 
the compliments he received from him j but not 
a word did he fay of his negotiation. He en- 
joined the fame filence to all who accompanied 
him ; but the true caufes of this referve were 
well underftood at Rome. 

The cardinals were of opinion that he had 
done a great deal too much for the republic of 
Venice, of which he had (o great reafon to com- 
plain. They laughed at the importance he 
attached to popular acclamations, and to thofe 
empty homages of etiquette which make no alte- 
ration in matters of importance. They were 
afraid that, blinded by his vanity, he wo.uld enter 
into fome difgraceful capitulation. “ We would 
much rather,” faid they, “ that he fhquld return 
without having obtained any thing, than that he 
fliould repay the fine words and wheedling of 
die emperor, by giving up any part whatever of 
die prerogatives of the Roman church.” They 
had nqt yet founded the depth of the abyfs that 
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environed the FFdy See. Tire people of Rome 
were frill more ftupidly obftinate in their fana- 
ticifm. They were heard to fav, St. Peter 1 ftiilT 
not abandon hint. If tht emperor rtfnfe to comptf 
with the dmands of the pope, he will bejlrttrk blind. 
In reality, Jofeph II. had at this time bad eyes j 
and was eleven days without feeing the pope, or- 
without being able to communicate with him 
otherwife than by writing. The Romans already 
began to triumph ; but a prudent regimen, and 
the oculifrs of Vienna gave the lie to- the pro- 
phecy. 

We refer to the newspapers of the times thofe 
who wifh to be informed of the minute details of 
the pope’s fray at Vienna, and are defirous of 
knowing to what religious ceremonies, and to 
what feftivals, the thirty-one days that he paffed 
thefe were devoted. Suffice it for us to fay, th^t 
the emperor ftudioufly difplayed before the eyes 
of the pontiff every thing that could give him a 
high, idea of the magnificence of his capital, or 
tend to excite his admiration of his palaces, his 
galleries of pi&ures, his manufafhires, and his 
public eftablifhments > whilg Pius VI. vtds inf 
like manner' anxious to exhibit all the pompous 
ceremonies of the Roman religion, in order to 
dazzle the, eyes of the fuperftitious Aufrrians 
with every thing that renders the head of the 
catholic- church a wfuf to the vulgar. He does 
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not appear to have failed in his object. The 
attention he attracted jat Vienna wap very gr^eat, 
if we may judge- by the report of all the eye- 
,witneffe$, . particularly by - what a Lutheran, 
whofe teftimany cannot be fufpicious, wrote at 
the time to one of his friends. “ The effe£t of 
** the pope’s prefence at Vienna,” faid he, “ is 
fC wonderful j and I am not aftonithed at its 
“ having fqrmerly produced fuch . ftrange revo- 
“ lutions. I have feen the pontiff feveral times 
** at the moment he was giving bis benedic- 
“ tion to the people of this capital. I am not a 
“ catholic, neither am I eafily moved ; but I do 
“ affure you that the fight drew tears from me, 
“ You -cannot conceive how interefting it is to 
“ fee more than fifty: thoufand perfqns affembled 
** in the fame place by the fame fentiment, ex- 
“ prelfing in their looks and geftures the devo- 
“ tion and enthufiafm with which they wait for 
“ a benedi£tion that they conceive effential to 
their profperity on earth, and to their happL 
“ nefs in another world. Entirely occupied 
“ with that idea, they were perfectly infenfi- 
“ ble to the inconvenience of their fituation. 
** Crowded one againft another, and fcarcely 
** breathing, they fawr the head of the catholic 
" church appear in all his pomp ; the tiara on 
'"his head, dreffed in pontifical robes, facred in 
their eyes, and magnificent in tfyofe of every 
* 3 . 
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“ ■ perfon, furrounded by all the cardinals who 
w happened to be then at Vienna, and by all 
** the dignified clergy. The pontiff bent down 
“ his body towards the earth, railed his arms 
* e to heaven in the attitude ; of a perfon 
“ firmly perfuaded that he is conveying thither 
the vows of a multitude of men, and ex- 
,f prefling in his looks his ardent defire that 
“ they may be heard. Let any one figure to 
himfelf thefe functions performed by an old 
“ man of a raajeftio perfon, and of the mod 
“ noble and pleafing countenance ; and let him, 
“ if he can, help feeling a ftrong emotion when 
“ he fees this immenfe crowd fall upon their 
“ knees at the moment the benediction is given, 
** and receive it with the fame enthufiafm that 
" feems to animate him by whom it is bellowed. 
“ For my part, I confefs that the impreflion 
“ made upon me by this fcene will not be 
“ effaced while I live. How ftrong and deep 
“ muft it then be in the minds of thofe who are 
“ difpofed to let themfelves be led away by 
external adts of devotion !” 

The pope happened to be at Vienna during 
Faflion and Eafter weeks j the time of all others 
the mo(| favourable for the difplay of the cere- 
monies pf the Roman-catholic church. Jofeph 
availed himfelf pf the circumftance to deftroy 
fhe prejudices which his philofophy had raifed 
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in the minds of the devout, and to prove that it 
was not incompatible with religion. He pioufly 
attended divine worship, which was performed 
with the greateft imaginable pomp; and allowed 
the pope to have the honour of taking his place 
on that day, when, in celebrating the inftitution 
of the Lord’s Supper, the pride of fovereign gran- 
deur condefcends to walh the feet of twelve in- 
digent old men, and to wait upon them at 
table. Jofeph himfelf feleffed thefe reprefen- 
tatives of the twelve apoftles ; one of whom was 
a hundred and fix years of age. In the morning 
he received the facr&ment, as did his brother 
the arch-duke, from the hand of the fovereign 
pontiff. They were afterwards prefent at the 
ceremony, but incognito. The pope, after bletfing 
the difiles, put them himfelf upon the table of 
the guefts. He offered one to the emperor, who 
excufed himfelf by faying that he was there 
merely as a fpeftator. Each of the poor men 
received twenty ducats from his hands, and two 
medals of gold and filver from thofe of Pius VI, 
Eafter Sunday was diftinguifhed by a grand ce- 
remony of another kind. The pope celebrated 
high mafs with a degree of folemnity unex- 
ampled at Vienna. The two princes of Schwartz- 
enberg and Averfperg waflied his hands by 
turns. After the gofpel he delivered a difcourfe 
in Latin, and had the double pleafure of dif- 
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playing his eloquence, and making an irapref- 
lion upon the feelings of his auditors. 

Notwithftanding all the precautions of the po- 
lice to prevent the accidents inevitable in. fuch 
crowds, the performance of, thefe auguft cere- 
monies gave occafion to contufiops and broken 
arms; and more than once the great market- 
place was.ftrewed with loft Ihoes and hats; 
but every thing was com pen fated by the bappi- 
nefs of beholding the pontiff, and of receiving 
his benedi&ion. The eager defire »o get a fight 
of him upon the road bordered upon phrenfy. 
The courfe of the Danube was often obftru&ed 
by the multitude of bpats going up and down, 
full of curious fpe&ators. Crowds of twenty 
and thirty thoufand perfons aflembled in the. 
ftreets that lead to the emperor’s refidence, calf* 
ing with loud cries for the bepediftion of the 
pope. All the avenues to it were blocked up, 
and more than once a day Pius VI. was obliged 
to appear in his balcony, and to bellow upon 
the impatient crowd the cheap favour which 
they implored with fo much ardour. Scarcely 
were they thus difmiffed, when their place was 
occupied by another multitude ambitious of the 
fame honour. The influx of ftrangers into Vi- 
enna was fo prodigious, that apprehenfions of a. 
want of pro vi (ions were for fome .time enter- 
tained. People crowded from the molt remote: 
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parts of the hereditary ftates. The whimficat 
obftinacy of a peafant was remarked, who was 
come fixty leagues to fee the pope. On his ar» 
rival.be went and placed himfelf in one of the 
halls belonging to the apartment occupied by 
the pope. “ What do you want here ?” fa'id one of 
the guards.— ■*“ I with to fee the pope.”— “ You 
“ cannot lee him here; begone about your bufi- 
“ nefs!”— 1 f* No, no! 1 will wait till he comes, I 
“am in no hurry; go on with what you are 
“ about and upon, this he fat down, and ate his 
bread very quietly. He had been waiting in this 
manner. for fome hours; when the emperor, being 
informed of his perfeverance, h'imfelf introduced 
him to the pope, who received the honeft vil-> 
lager- very gracioully, gave him his hand to kifs, 
bellowed on him his benedi&ion, and alfo one of 
the medals which he had brought with him from 
Rome. How cumitig the people of Vienna are, faid 
the peafant, retiring with great fatisfa&ion ’. they 
took good care net to .tell me the pope gave money to 
tkofe who went to fee him. 

It was not his perfon alone which was the ob- 
ject of veneration. No one is- ignorant of the 
fort of worlhip which the Roman pontiffs fuf- 
fered to be paid to tbe moftignoble part-Of their 
drefs. Pius VI. had forefeen that it- would not 
be refused by the fuperftitidu? people of Vie'rma, 
and had not forgot his flipper, it was placed 
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upon a cufhion in the audience chamber, and 
was kiffed by all the ecclefiaftics, whq prefented . 
themfelves in crowds, by many devotees of every 
clafs, and even by many perfons attracted by 
curiofity alone, who wiflied to enjoy the mali- 
cious pleafure of playing their part in the moil 
ridiculous fcene, perhaps, that fuperftition ever 
invented to debafe mankind. The holy dipper 
was even carried about as a relic to feveral of 
the moil diftinguifhed houfes of Vienna ; but 
the greater part of the laity were only permitted • 
to kifs his hand, and the fiiherman’s ring with 
which it was adorned. 

Thefe enjoyments, however, which fo many 
public and private homages afforded to the va- 
nity of Pius VI., were embittered by feveral mor- , 
tifications in more effential matters. Few per- 
fons were in the fecret of the frequent confer- 
ences which he held with the emperor. It is 
from the confequences alone, that we know he 
had little reafon to be as well fatisfied with them 
as he affedled to fay he was after his departure 
from Vienna. He even experienced, during his 
ftay there, feveral difappointments which be- 
lied his affertions. It was difeovered that, in his 
converfations with the emperor, the great qoef- 
tions which had given occafion to his journey 
, were -never thoroughly difeuffed. In the empe- 
ror's clofet only one (ingle political conference 
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took place, at which were prefent prince Kau- 
nitz, cardinal Migazzi, archbilhop of Vienna, 
and cardinal Herzan, the emperor’s minifter at 
Rome. The pope endeavoured to move Jofeph 
II. by a pathetic fpeech, which he interfperfed 
with arguments drawn from the canon law. He 
had no reafon to congratulate himfelf on the 
fuccefs of his harangue. The emperor evaded 
all difcuflion. “ I am no theologian,” anfwered 
he ; I am too little acquainted with the canon 
“ law to enter into a verbal argument. Your 
“ holinefs will have the goodnefs to commit 
“ to paper the reprefen tations you may think 
“ proper to addrefs to me, in order that I may 
“ fubmit them to the examination of my theo- 
f( logians. Cardinal Herzan has already in- 
“ formed you of the refolutions I have taken 
“ relative to the churches and convents in my 
“ dominions. My only obje£t in every thing 
“ that has been done, or that yet remains to be 
“ done, is the good of my fubje&s. The new 
“ arrangements that I have determined upon 
“ were indifpenfably neceflary ; and I will main- 
“ tain them with the greater firmnefs, as not one 
“ of them affefts, in the flighted degree, the 
“ do&rine of the church. If your holinefs wifhes 
“ for a more ample explanation, you may de- 
“ liver your obje£tions in writing j my chancel- 
f‘ lor will anfwer them officially, and in the 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




** fulleft manner, and I will even have them 
*f printed for the information of my ' fubjefts,” 
This was giving him fufficiently to underftand 
what he had to expert. The formidable chan- 
cellor in queftion was the prince de Kaunitz [no 
lefs a philofopher, and, perhaps, ftill more index- 
ible, than the emperor himfelf], whofe frigid de- 
meanour and filence it was not eafy for Pius VI. 
to mifeonftrue. He endeavoured, by fawning 
and flattery, to fmooth the rugged brow of the 
prime minifter, and received in return nothing 
but cold /politenefs and unmeaning anfwers. 

He expeSed at leaft to receive the firft vifit 
from him. The minifter of the emperor could 
never entertain the prefumptuous idea of. its 
being paid him by the 'fovereign pontiff of the 
univerfai church. Thus reafoned Pius VI, 
Pius VI. reafoned ill. The pride of prince 
Kaunitz could not even ftoop before the Holy 
See. Pius VI., who was defirous of viewing his 
magnificent, apartments, particularly his gallery 
of pictures, was at length forced to make ad- 
vances highly repugnant to his’ dignity. He fent 
to inquire when he could have an opportunity 
of feeing him, and of admiring the curioiities his 
palace contained. Kaunitz fixed a day and an 
hour, and the pope was punctual to the appoint- 
ment. On reaching the chancellor’s houfe, he 
found bis family dreffed in fuperb gala fuits, and 
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his fervants clad in their richeft liveries. The 
gate-way, the flair-cafe, and the veftib'nle were 
full of men who came out to meet him, and 
were eager to pay him the honours due to his 
fupreme rank. He prepared himfelf for the 
moft diftinguilhed, reception on the part of the 
matter of the houfe. He was already in his 
apartments, when the prince .de Kaunitz at 
length made his appearance, but in a morning 
drefs, and with an air rather familiar than re- 
fpe&ful. Pius VI. held out his hand to- hrm. 
Inftead of kitting it, as the pope naturally ex- 
pelled, in conformity with a cnftotn from which 
nobody had ever derogated, Kaunitz laid hold of 
it, fliook it, and fqueezed it in a very affeftion- 
ate manner, which much a Aonifhed the pontiff, 
and greatly fcandalifed every body prefent. 
With affe&ed politenefs, he afterwards iirfifted; 
upon being his Cicerone. He pointed out to him 
the beauties of his pictures. He made him walk 
forwards, ftep back, turn to the right, and to the 
left, in order that he might fee each of them in 
its proper light. This was the firft time that 
Pius VI. ever felt himfelf pulled and pufhed 
about in every dire&ion by a profane hand ; he 
who was never approached but with an air of 
the moft refpe&ful awe, nor ever touched unlefs 
to .receive homage. It was not without diffi- 
culty that he preferved his compofure during the 
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whole of this fcene, : which appeared ftrange ta 
every body, except to .the principal a£tor ; and, 
that he might not increafe the mortification that 
he was made to undergo, by appearing to be 
fenfible of it, he was obliged to teftify his ac- 
knowledgments to prince de Kaunitz for this 
extreme complaifance, of which he, indeed, re- 
ceived no other proof. The fine arts were the 
only fubjeft on which the grave and auftere 
chancellor could talk with the fovereign pon- 
tiff. He evaded all converfation upon other to- 
pics ; and if a judgment could be formed of the 
fovereign by his minifter, Pius VI. had no reafon 
to hope that he Ihould derive any benefit from 
his journey. In fa£i he found Jofeph II. much 
more open and kind than the prince de Kaunitz ; 
but fully as inflexible. He foon had an oppor- 
tunity of judging of the degree to which the 
emperor was tenacious of his political maxims, 
even in the mod minute circumftances. 

The Barnabites had juft erefted in their 
church a marble altar, which cardinal Migazzi 
confecrated. The monks folicited of the pope 
a plenary indulgence for this altar. The favour, 
which was very infignificant, and little intereft- 
ing to the emperor, was readily granted by the 
pope, by a brief which he wrote with his own 
hand. But the provincial of the Barnabites 
being defirous of having the brief printed, could 
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not obtain per mi (lion to have it done till after it 
had undergone the formalities required by the 
new ordinances ; that is, till after it had been 
figned by the emperor, like any other brief that 
might have been made out at Rome. • 

Notwithftanding thefe unpleafant appear- 
ances, Pius VI. was, or at lead pretended to be* 
fatisfied with the emperor. It is true that, m 
other refpe&s, he obtained from Jofeph every 
thing that was calculated to flatter his vanity. 
Their conferences were of the moft friendly kind. 
The emperor fpoke to him confidentially con- 
cerning the principal perfonages in Europe, and 
the intereft of the other courts ; and even made 
difcoveries to him which might have appeared 
indifcreet. At no one time did he fhew the - 
fmalleft fymptom of ill-humour; which was moft 
affuredly, on the part of Jofeph, a ftrong proof of 
the defire he felt to pleafe the pontiff. 

The pope, on his fide, neglefted nothing to 
render himfelf agreeable to the emperor. He 
took every opportunity of praifing his affability, 
his information, his . ftrong and cultivated mind, 
and even his devotion. In this latter particular 
he was even guilty of an imprudence, the inten- 
tion of which might be good, but which was 
cenfured at Rome with great feverity. There 
were then at Vienna four cardinals; Migazzi, 
Herzan, Firmian,bifhop of Paflau, and Batthyani, 
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an. Hungarian nobleman. This w«4 one ttiOfd 
than, ffri&ly fpeaking, was abfolutely neceflkry td 
aconfiltory. Pius VI. had fufficieutly ftewn hk 
fcndnefs foT parade. He afforded a frefh proof 
of it by holding a eonfiftory at Vienna, unde# 
the pretence of giving the hat to Firmian and 
Batthyani, the two cardinals. * In this afferttbly, 
at which Jofeph IL and his brother Maximilian 
were prefent, he delivered a Latin difcourfe, 
which he concluded with a pompous panegyric 
on the emperor. “ We have had,” cried he with 
enthufiafm, *' frequent opportunities of feeing 
" him; and we cannot help admiring, not only 
“ the unlimited kindnefe with which he welcomed 
“ us to his imperial refictence, and the magnificent 
“ manner in which he there daily receives us, but 
“ alfo his uncommon devotion , his extraordinary 
** talents, and his incredible application to bufi- 
“ nefs. What a confolation for our paternal heart, 
“ to find that piety and religion reign, without 
“ having received the flighted injury, not only in 
“ this fplendid capital, but alfo among all the 
“ inhabitants of the imperial dates through' which 
“ we pafied. We (hall never ceafe then to ce- 
** lebfate his virtues, and to fupport them with 
“ our fervent prayers. We implore Almighty 
“ God, who never abandons tbofe who feek him, 
“ to drengthen his imperial majefty in his holy 
“ refolutions, and to (bower dawn upon him hk 
“ celedial grace.” 
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The people of Vienna, to Whom the court took 
care to make known this paflage of the fpeech, 
through the medium of the prefs, were much 
edified by the affefting effufion of the fovereign 
pontiff. But muft not the emperor have laughed 
within himfelf at praifes fo unexpefted, and fo 
little deferved ? Pius VI., in the fimplicity of hifc 
heart, juftified them in his own eyes, by recall- 
ing to mind a converfation he had had with hini 
a few days before. Jofeph had afked him, whe- 
ther, in any one of his new ordinances, there was 
a (ingle article which affefited the Chriftian doc- 
trine ;• and whether his holinefs muft not confefs 
that they related folely to the difcipline of the 
church ? Pius VI. had admitted it ; upon which 
the emperor had replied, / am ntft then a heretic t 
as is fuppofed at Rome. The pope concluded 
from this, that the emperor had thought he per- 
ceived fome charges of herefy in his correfpond- 
ence with Garampi, his nuncio; and he took, 
or rather created, an opportunity of making 
amends for the wrong he had done the illuftrious 
hoft, by whom he was fo well entertained. But 
the Roman cardinals, who had no apology to 
make, and who were fenfible that the Imperial 
ordinances attacked ecclefiaftical prerogatives 
much more interefting to them than the doctrine 
of the church, did not admit the validity of the 
pope’s juftification, but afferted, that his pom- 
vol. i. s 
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pous harangue, the offspring of his vanity, was 
a tacit approbation of the emperor’s difaflrous 
meafures. 

While he was boafting of the afcendency he 
had gained over him ; and while cardinal Her- 
zan was informing his friends at Rome, that the 
pope never fpoke of the emperor but in terms 
of admiration and gratitude , what was the condutt 
of that prince ? He did not even wait for the 
pontiff’s departure to proceed with his reforms ; 
but continued, without the confent of the Holy 
See, to fupprefs the monadic orders in the Mi- 
lanefe, and the date of Mantua. Could Pius 
VI. fincerely believe in Jofeph’s devotion, which, 
in his eyes, mud have confided chiefly in (hew- 
ing a refpeftful deference to the pontifical au- 
thority ? 

But an explanation of thefe contradi£Hons is 
to be found in the inconfiflency of his chara£ter, 
and in the facility with which he differed himfelf 
to be dazzled by external homage paid to his 
perfon. Jofeph, who foon divined his difpofition, 
was not fparing of thofe means of fedu£tion. In 
the courfe of the month of April, the pope was 
informed by a courier, that unforefcen and im- 
portant affairs required his fpeedy return. He 
immediately began to make preparations for his 
departure ; but it was eafily feen that they were 
not unattended with regret; for he was well aware 
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that his journey had as yet been productive of 
no real advantage. Accordingly, when a foreign 
minifter was indifcreet enough to aflchim on what 
day he intended to fet off, Pius VI. made anfwer : 

I ant pope, it is true, but not prophet : my departure 
depends upon the ijfue of my negotiation. It was, 
however, forefeen, that it would not be deferred. 
The emperor ordered an elegant travelling car- 
riage to be prepared for him : the period was 
now arrived in which he was about to difplay 
his magnificence. He made him a prefent of a 
peftoral*, enriched with diamonds, valued at two 
hundred thoufand florins. Pius VI. faid, on ac- 
cepting it: “I (hall not confider this prefent as 
“ my perfonal property, but as an appendage of 
“ the Holy See, for my fucceffors to wear on 
“ days of great folemnity, as a mark of Ifflpe- 
" rial benevolence.” Jofeph went ftill farther. 
He delivered to the pope, by the hands of the 
vice-chancellor of the empire, a diploma, con- 
ferring on his nephew, Lewis Brafchi Onefti, the ■ 
dignity of prince of the holy Roman empire, ex- 
empting him at the fame time from the fees paid 
in like cafes, which are eftimated at ninety thou- 
fand florins. Pius VI. exhibited, on this occ$- 
fion, a very unexpected proof of wrftfom, which 
would have been quite complete, had it not 

* Hie crols worn upon the breaft by the dignified clergy 
of the Roman catholic church. T. 
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beep extolled by blmfelf. But modefty was not 
his favourite virtue. He at firft accepted the 
diploma, but afterwards returned it to the em* 
peror, begging him to referve that favour for a 
more fuitable .time. / Jhott/d he firry, addedhd^ 
to /have it /aid, that . I have keen mare attentive to 
tie aggrAndtfemeut of my family lhan to the interefi 
of the- church. The emperor approved this, in- 
ftfloce of felf-depialjc and the diploma remained, 
till further orders, ip the hands of prince Collo- 
?edo. Magnificent prefents were made to the 
perfons who attended the pOpe. Pius VI., in 
his turn, could not avoid giving proofs of hi* li- 
berality to thofe who had been appointed by the 
'•emperor to attend him. This did not fail to 
increafe the colt of a journey already fb. expen- 
iiye, „ It was. calculated that this ufekfs whim 
added a Trillion of Roman crowns to the debts 
of the Apoftolical Chamber. The difburfement 
of fuch a fum, efpecially at a time when the bad 
adrriiniltration of public affairs began to excite 
alarming murmurs, would fcarcely have beep 
juftified by the molt complete fuccefs. We lhall 
. foon fee whether that was the cafe. 

. Every circumftance that attended upon the fe- 
garation of Pius VI., and of the emperor, was 
-calculated to add to. the gratitude of the pontiff. 
Jofeph endeavoured to keep up his delufion to 
•tht very moment of his departure, and even be- 
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yond that period. Every thing that was molt 
fir iking and fumptuous in the jfipftte of his 
court was laviftdy difplayed, while he was pay- 
ing the laft honours to his gueft, who be- 
come his fijeod/ oy who at leaft indulged that 
idea. :He prpmifed him repeatedly to repay 
his yjfit. He Was determined to make a proper 
return. The cafes, however, were by no means 
paraHeh Th&tafte of Jofeph for travelling was 
well known; and that talle was neither fifitgble 
to. the ufual age, npr to the fituation of the Ro- 
maa pontiff. ButvJPius VI.,, who was always 
ready to view every, thing in the light noil gra» 
tifying to bis vanity, fet ,o)f highly fatisffed 
with this, promife; Jofeph apd bis brother ac- 
companying him to the di fiance of a league from 
Vienna. They all three alighted at the Church 
of Mariabrunn ; entered it, and. after having 
offered up their prayers with equal fervour, Jo* 
feph and the archduke received the embrace 
and benediction of the holy father, and left him 
with an appearance of the rhoft lively emotion* 
The crowd that furrounded them was affeCted ; 
tears were mingled with acclamations ; and the 
pope took the road that led to the convent of 
Mcelk, where he was to pafs the night. 

The monks of Mariabrunn, at the particular 
requeft of the pope and the emperor, immortal- 
ifed the time and place of this affe&ing fepara- 
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tion. Some months after, the following infer ip- 
tion, in Latin and German, was engraved upon 
marble, and placed at the entrance of the 
church : 

“ Pius VI., fovereign pontiff, and Jofeph II., 

“ emperor of the Romans, with the archduke 
“ Maximilian, after having offered up their 
“ prayers in this church, parted in the midft of 
** the moll tender embraces, and of the tears of 
“ all the fpe£tators.” 

But what is ftill more fingular than this mo- 
nument, is that the very day on which this af- 
fecting feparation took place, the emperor’s com- 
miffaries came and declared to the monks, that 
henceforward his Imperial majefty would fave 
them the trouble of receiving their income, and 
that their convent was put in fequeftration . 
Upon the communication of this intelligence, 
they became a little lefs fenfible of the honour 
they had juft received j and began to fufpeft 
that the fovereign pontiff might poffibly have 
made an ineffeftual journey. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The Pope’s Return to Rome . 

P IUS VI. did not, or at lead pretended not, to 
participate in the uneafinefs which began to be 
conceived even in Auftria, as to the refult of his 
journey. In letters written from Vienna, a few 
days before his departure, and from feveral 
places on the road, he faid, indeed, that, though 
perfectly well fatisfied with the reception given 
him by the emperor, he had not been able to gain 
any ejjential point ; becaufe he, as the head of the 
church, had not chofen to make conceflions re- 
pugnant to his feelings. In proportion, how- 
ever, as he approached his refidence, he felt that, 
to procure a good reception, it was neceflary to 
prepare men’s minds by holding a different kind 
of language. Befides, he had received, while on 
the road, three letters from the emperor, which, 
doubtlefs, infpired him with fome vague hopes. 
He accordingly wrote to his nephew, from Bo- 
logna, to the following effe£t : “ I have obtained 
“ from the emperor every thing that I defired. 
He has fuppreffed the new oath which he had 
required from the bifhops in his dominions ; 
s 4 
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“ and, on my part, I have given them the power 
c ‘ of granting difpenfations for marriages as far 
** as the third and fourth degree of confan'gui- 
“ nity, and even for nearer degrees, only binding 
“ them to alk my permiffion in certain cafes.— 

“ I have alfo obtained fitverpl modifications in 
u regard to the monafteries of both fexes, and 
* ( to religious toleration.* — Upon the whale? a. dded 
he, <( my prefence has been highly advantageous to v 
“ religion i and I cannot help congratulating myfelf 
** upon my journey? 

It is poffible that he might be really fincere in 
thus magnifying himfelf the very flight advan- 
tages that he had gained. His vanity had been 
bom'plefely gratified j and that was a great rea- 
fon for his congratulating himfelf upon his journey. 
The truth was, that he had fubmitted, without 
difficulty, to the fuppreffion of ufelefs convents j 
becaufe at the bottom of his heart he was no 
friend to the monks, and that he had acquiefced 
ih the emperor’s maxims of . toleration, becaufe . 
he was not himfelf inclined to perfecution. But' 
h : e returned deeply afflicted by the annihilation 
of certain bulls ; monuments moft dear to him, 
as the ' authority of the Holy See.. He wa§ 
grieved at the re-eftablifhment of the bifliops in 
their primitive' rights, at/the meafure which fub^ 
Je£led the monks of their diqcefe to their autho-i 
rity, and \vhich rendered the latter independent 
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of their generals refident at Rome. Upon all 
thefe points he had in vain endeavoured to con- 
vert Jefeph and his minifters. He had obtained 
fome promifes, which kept alive his delulion. 
The emperor agreed with him that the fuper- 
fluous monafteries fliould be fliut up ; but that 
he would not totally fupprefs any moriaftic order; 
and that an imprimatur fliould not be granted for 
any pamphlet written again!! the legitimate ex- 
ercife of the papal authority. For Meffrs. Eybel 
and Sonnenfels, two Auftrian writers, examined 
with great feverity the pretenfions of the court 
of Rome; the former in a work entitled. What 
is the Pope? the latter in a publication relative 
to the journey of Pius VI. Jofeph II. permitted 
him alfo to hope that, during his pontificate, 
things fliould remain upon the old footing as to 
the biiboprics and benefices of Lombardy. Pius 
VI., on hife ideparture, had therefore fome reafon 
to believe that his apoftolical journey had not 
been altogether ineffectual. But of thefe two 
negotiators, each of whom flattered himfelf, per- 
haps, that he had over-reached the other, one 
thought that he has as yet only tailed the firlt- 
fruits of his fuccefs, the other that he had as yet 
only put the firft hand to his reforms. Soon 
after one of them difcovered that he had been 
deceived, or at lealt that he had deceived him- 
felf ; and the other, that he had remained un- 
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lhaken in his resolutions. But let us follow 
Pius VI. on his return to Rome. 

The day of his departure he dept, at Meelk, in 
the fame convent which, fixteen years after- 
wards, was intended for his afylum, when, in the 
firft moments of the revolution at Rome, the em- 
peror, the nephew of him who had entertained 
him in more profperous times, agreed with the 
French government to receive him in his domi- 
nions. The count de Cobenzel accompanied 
him as far as Braunau, the firft town of Bavaria, 
on the road from Auftria to Rome. The ele&or 
was determined that the pope fhould not per- 
ceive that he was travelling in the territory of a 
different prince. He difplayed all the pomp of 
his army, of his guards, and in fhort all the mag- 
nificence of his court. He went to meet him, 
feated him in a fuperb carriage which he took 
with him on purpofe, and conduced him to his 
capital in the midftof the pious acclamations of 
a nation which vies in devotion, even with the 
people of Vienna. He palled fix days in the 
city of Munich, which is called the Rome of 
Germany ; and could eafily perceive that the title 
was not ill beftoWed. The Bavarian govern- 
ment was far from poffefling that philofophical 
courage which rendered the court of Vienna fo 
formidable to the Holy See. Pius VI. received 
from it nothing but homages; the enjoyment of 
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■which was difturbed by no unpleafant circum- 
ftance. The court of Munich had even carried 
its attentions fo far, as to redouble its orthodox- 
ical feverity, in order to prevent the occurrence 
of any thing which might give the pontiff the 
fmalleft alarm. Two days before his arrival, all 
the bookfellers and printers received orders not 
to fell or publiib any work, which had not paffed 
through the hands of the eledoral cenfors. His 
piety and vanity were equally gratified during 
his ftay in Bavaria. It was the only country in 1 
Europe where the authority of the Holy See 
had remained unimpaired. The court, although 
renowned for gallantry, had preferved a great 
attachment for every thing that conftitutes the 
external part of religion. The nation was one 
of the moft ignorant, and confequently one of 
the moft fuperftitious, of the catholic world. 
Whole legions of fanatical monks formed one of 
the moft valuable divifions of the papal troops. 
No fpark of philofophy had diminifhed either 
their pious belief or their blind fubordination. 
The Holy See reckoned in Bavaria alone more 
than five thoufand trufty fatellites. The pope 
was more revered there than in Rome itfelf, and 
the homages which he received were equally 
unanimous and profound. Accordingly when 
he approached Augfbourg, and was about to pafs 
the weftern limits of Bavaria, he turned round 
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with emotion towaids that country fo favoured 
by heaven, and lavished upon it his benedi&ions 
and his good withes, of which it had (hewn it- 
felf fo deferving. ; . • 

The ele&or of Treves, who had' waited upon 
him dt Munich, attended him as far as Aug&ourg, 
of which he was bifhop; arid where he had a pa- 
lace. On. entering the territory of that Impe- 
rial city,. where the feftarifts of both religions* 
the' catholic and proteftant, are equally tole* 
sated, and have each a -(hare intbegbYeromient* 
Pius Vl.wasi for the ftrft time, j«,&/land in>i 
fe&ed with herefy; acircumftaoce! wftkh mba- 
fures had. been taken to prevent his . perceivings 
The catholic magiftrates . afced their proteftant 
colleagues how they propofed to; receive the 
pope. They anfwered* that it was contrary to 
their religious principles to receive; hint in- that 
quality,; but that -they refpe&ed him as a 
crowned' head, and would readily concur in any 
homage which might be paid him upon that 
ground. They kept their word. Pius VI. was 
complimented by a deputation of the fenate, 
confiding of .two catholics and two proteftants, 
and received the prefents which the Imperial 
cities are accuftomed to make to diftinguiftted 
perfonages. Every thing that was interefting in 
Augflxmrg was (hewn to him, particularly all 
that appertained to the arts and fciences. 
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Pius VI. was poffeffed of erudition, at leaft in; 
what related to theological affairs. He dif- 
played it with affectation, and it was celebrated, 
as it generally happens in fimilar cafes, by the 
moft exaggerated flattery. At the library of the 
city, where his literary knowledge was moft 
confpicuoufly difplayed, an incident occurred, 
trifling enough in itfelf, but which produced a 
great effect upon the public mind in Germany. 
The librarian, M. Mertens, who was aproteftant, 
was commiffioned to make a fpeech to him ; 
but conlidering himfelf as the organ of the whole 
city, in which the catholic religion was co-equal 
with his own, he hazarded expreffions fo refpeft- 
ful, and fo little conformable to the language of 
a heretic, that all thofe of his fe£t took great 
offence ; and the pontiff himfelf appeared alpiojt 
as much embarraffed as flattered. It was .ftill 
worfe when th(e learned proteftapt was feen to 
bend his knee , before the head of the catholic 
■church ; all the fanatics, for there are alfo fana- 
tics among the Lutherans, fet up an outcry 
againft fuch idolatry. In vain did Mertens en- 
deavour to excufe himfelf, by faying that genu- 
flexion was one of the cerepionies of the Spaniih 
court.' He was pot forgiven for affording the 
papifts fo fignal a triumph. 

Pius VI. paffed three days at Augfbourg, in the 
midft of qerempnies, religious and profane ; and 
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nowhere did he leave behind him a more favour- 
able idea of his eloquence, affability, and know- 
ledge. The journals of the day fpeak of them 
in terms of enthufiafm. 

Augfbourg was interefting to him in more 
than one point of view. It was there that he 
received, for the firft time, the homage of thofe 
refrattory children, whom he had been accuf- 
tomed to hold in horror and deteftation j it was 
at Augfbourg that the Roman church had re- 
ceived that painful wound which is dill bleed- 
ing ; and it was there, in fhort, that he found 
himfelf in the prefence of that eleftor of Treves, 
to whom he was indebted for one of the greateft 
confolations that Rome, afflicted by fo many 
misfortunes, had for a long time received. For 
it was to the folicitation of this devout prince, 
that M. Hontheim, his fuffragan, had yielded, 
when he recanted, as we have before obferved, 
his work publifhed under the name of Febro- 
nius, and which was fo formidable to the court 
of Rome. He accordingly took great pleafure 
in the fociety of a client, whofe zeal did not ap- 
pear to him left edifying than his birth was ii- 
luftrious. He was not, like Jofeph II., one of 
thofe children difobedient to his paternal exhorta- 
tions ; nor was the tribute of refpefif that he re- 
ceived from him mere (how and grimace. Not- 
withftanding his apparent ferenity, he flood in 
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need of confolation ; and found it in the effu- 
lions of the pious elector. 

The fecret chagrin and difquietude which ac- 
companied him from Vienna, manifefted them- 
felves at Augfbourg upon a remarkable occa- 
fion. Among the perfonages, more or lefs di- 
ftinguifhed by their rank, who crowded round 
him, were four prelates of the empire, impercep- 
tible fovereigns, whofe territory is fcarcely vi- 
fible upon the map. One pf them, bifllop of 
Ochfeuhaufen, in Swabia, converfing with him 
in Latin, the pope alked him how many con- 
vents he had belonging to his fee. I have eleven 
under me , anfwered the prelate, with a forrowful 
jair ; but fix of them are ftuated in the Aujlrian do- 
minions. This was recalling painful ideas to the 
mind of Pius VI. j for, among other meafures 
that the emperor had taken, he had decreed 
that no prieft in the Auftrian ftates Ihould in 
future acknowledge a foreign fovereignty. Here 
Pius VI., lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, 
fufiered his painful fecret to efcape him. Oh f 
my dear children , I have left nothing unattempted to 
keep things as they formerly were, or to reft ore them 
to their priftine ftate ; but the bnftnefs, how- 

ever, is not finally fettled : let us pray and hope. He 
did not exprefs himfelf in this manner in the 
letters which he wrote to Rome^ 

Three days after, he fet off for. the Tyrol, 
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the eleflor accompanying him as far as the frort« 
tier of his little ftate. There a reparation took 
place Hill more affecting than the preceding 
ones. On the 7th of May he arrived at Infpruck, 
where he was received by the archduchefs Eli- 
fabeth, the emperor’s third filter. She was abbefs 
in that town which was the capital of the Ty- 
rol. Her brother had recommended her to re- 
ceive the fovereign pontiff with all the folemnity 
compatible with her fituation ; but the arch- 
duchefs was led by her pious fentiments to. im- 
prove upon the emperor’s inltrudtions. He was 
received at Brixen. by the bilhop, who endea- 
voured, by. every mark of refpe&, .to make the 
holy father forget the chagrin he had given him 
the preceding year, by ftri£tly forbidding the 
clergy of his diocefe the ufe of the bull Unigenitus. 
He arrived at .Trent on the 10th of May, and 
was received there by the bilhop of that city, fo 
famous in the annals of the Roman church ; but 
he made no ftay. After having palled through 
Roveredo, he a fecond time entered the Vene- 
tian territories. Verona received him with a 
difplay of all the magnificence of which its fitu- 
ation admits. The wide bed of the Adige, which 
walhes the walls of that city, refle£ted the fplen- 
dour of afuperb illumination. Conduced inpomp 
to the amphitheatre of Verona, and looking down 
from the top of that noble monument of the an- 
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eient Romans upon the vaft enclofure which for- 
merly was devoted to their pleafures, the fove- 
reign, the great pontiff of modern Rome, la- 
viflied his benedi£tions upon fixty thoufand of 
the faithful proftrate at his feet. The bilhop of 
Verona was treated by the holy father lefs affec- 
tionately than his flock. He had recently ad* 
^dreffed a paftoral letter to his diocefans in the 
Tyrol, which was too confonant with the prin- 
ciples of the cabinet of Vienna not to give great 
difpleafure 1 to the bilhop of Rome. He had 
dared to fupprefs the confraternities of the Heart 
of Jefus, and of the Lord of St. Francis. He had 
dared to forbid, the admiffion of the pope’s in- 
dulgences till they had been examined by him- 
felf, and had obtained the approbation of the 
emperor.; It would, have required a great effort 
of Chriflian charity in Pius VI/ to forgive fuch 
ferious injuries. , . 

No fimilar circumltance imbittered the plea- 
fure he derived from the brilliant reception that 
awaited him at Vicenza and Padua. He was 
approaching the capital of that republic againft 
which he had more than one caufe of com- 
plaint; and, notwithftanding the repugnance of 
the Sacred College, could not refill the tempta- 
tion of feeing Venice. The fenate, which was 
acquainted with his intention, fent Manin and 
Contarini, two procurators of St. Mark, to meet 
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him as far as the frontiers of the Tyrol, and to. 
‘ prefide over the entertainments that were pre- 
pared for him all along the road. His entry into 
Venice afforded a fpe£tacle, the only one of 
its kind, perhaps, in the world, and fuch as the. 
Venetians themfelves had never feen. The pa- 
triarch, and eighteen bifhops of the Venetian, 
ftate, had gone as far as Fulina to receive him* 
each in his own gondola, and each furrounded 
by the dignitaries of his diocefe. .Upon the 
banks of the Brenta, he found a galley magni- 
ficently adorned, which the doge and the fignoria 
had fent him. He was thus conduced, fur- 
rounded with a crowd, of boats and gondolas, as 
far as the ifland of San Georgro-in-Alga, fituated 
at the diftance of half a league from the. city. 
There the doge, the fenate, and the principal 
magiftrates of the republic, were waiting for him 
in their magnificent gala dreffes. Upon per-* 
ceiving them, the pope landed from his galley; 
and the doge received him in his arms, and was 
about to fall at his feet. Pius VI. gracioufiy 
prevented him; and from that moment the molt 
friendly intimacy took place between them, and 
began to awaken the fufpicioirs of the jealous 
fenators appointed to watch over the conduct of 
the doge. . They embarked in the fame gondola 
with the patriarch, and two nuncios; Garampi 
of Vienna, who had accompanied his. holinefe 
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ever. finee his departure, and Ranucci of Ve- 
nice. Their retinue feated themfelves in the 
two other gondolas belonging to the doge*' 
They rowed along, attended by five or fix thou- 
fand boats and other vefTels,varioufly ornamented. 
Upon approaching the great canal of the mint, 
which is the true entrance of Venice, the pope 
was faluted with two hundred guns, from feven 
gallies flationed in that port. For feveral hours 
all the bells in the city announced his arrival. 
The banks of the canals, all the windows, and 
all the roofs of the houfes were crowded with 
fpeftators. Never had fuch univerfal enthu- 
fiafm, nor fuch a concourfe of people, been feen 
at Venice 5 nor could any city in Europe exhibit 
a multitude of fpe&ators confiding of fuch mot- 
icy groups. After empty, but brilliant cere- 
monies, the pope was taken to fee every, thing 
remarkable that Venice contained. The Vene- 
tians had referved for him the fpeftacle mofi: 
likely to gratify ! his curiofity ; the ceremony of 
the marriage of the doge to the Adriatic fea. It 
was regularly celebrated on the Afcenfion-day j 
but this year it was deferred till Whit-monday ? 
on account of the pope. Every thing was pre- 
pared to make the fight as pleafing to him as 
pofiibk. The preceding evening he had offi- 
ciated with great pomp in one of the principal 
churches of. thecity. The day of his departure 
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was drawing near.: Entreaties’ were vain ; his 
refolution was not to be fliaken.. What could 
be his motive:? On this it isnot:eafy to form any 
conjecture ; for Pius YI. could fometimes be 
fecret and referyed. It had, however, beearer 
marked, that the doge had been extremely pro- 
digal of his attentions to .the pope; that he had 
had feveral conferences with, him, which were 
thought too familiar ; and that fpmetimes., even 
in public, he had attested to ipeak to him in. a 
whifpcr. What fecrets could he have to com- 
municate? Could the nominal, head of the re? 
public, who is fubjeCl to more rigorous laws than 
the meaneft citizen, have any thing to conceal 
from the knowledge of the fenate ? The repub- 
lic had firmly refitted the ufurped authority of 
the Holy See. By vindicating its unalienable 
rights, it had afflifted the fovereign pontiff. 
Did the doge wifli to footh the pope’s refent- 
ment of this fevere conduCi ; to give him cori- 
folation, or even hopes? Did he wifh to make 
his peace at the expenfe of his fovereign ? The 
gloomy ftate-inquifitors doubtlefs conceived fuf- 
picions, and did not hide them from the doge. 
They reminded him, in harfh terms, of his de- 
pendence, his duty, and his danger. The pope 
perceived it, and repented having done the jea- 
lous fenate an honour of which the Sacred Col- 
lege thought - it unworthy. •. Hei was. afraid of 
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being a fourceof trouble to his affe£Ubnate hoft, 
whofe affability might be cqnftfued info a crime 
againft the ftate ; and fet off from Venice on 
Whit-funday, without waiting for the ceremony, 
ftill more abfurd than pompous, which was to 
be celebrated on the following day. 

He paffed a fecond time through Padua, where 
new honours awaited him. On his arrival at 
Canar.o, which was the boundary between the 
Venetian and the ecclefiaflical ftates, he took 
leave of the two procurators of St. Mark, who 
had accompanied him thus far. He was received 
upon the banks bf.the Po by cardinals Des Lances 
and Caraffa, who were come to congratulate 
him on his return to Italy. After having paffed 
over the bridge recently' built acrofs the Po, he 
made his folemn entry into Ferrara, the firft city 
of his dominions, and immediately, refumed the 
exercife of his fovereignty. On the very day 
after his arrival he held a conGftory, in which 
he proclaimed the dignity conferred on cardinal 
Hefzan, whofe nomination he had, according to 
a whimfical cuftom, referved in petto for three 
years. He raifed to the fame dignity the arch- 
bifliop of Ferrara and the good cardinal Mattel, 
who will again bo brought forward when we 
have occafion to fpeak of the Roman revolution. 
This prelate joined to the piety of his profefHan 
/ t 3 
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a peaceable difpofition ; but his mind was in- 
clined to fuperftition, and a blind devotion to the 
maxims of the Holy See. His exaltation afto- 
nilhed a part of the inhabitants of Rome,' and 
was a triumph for the Jefuitical party, who 
thence concluded that Pius VI. had not been 
perverted by his travels. • 

At. Bologna, he received an affectionate vifit 
from one of his molt faithful and molt illuftrious 
children, the duke of Parma, who had Jjaherited 
none of the philofophical boldnefs with which 
his father had dared to refill the pretenfions of 
the court of Rome. At Imola, he was received 
by his uncle, cardinal Bandi j on the gate of 
Faenza he found flattering infcriptions, by which 
his vanity was much gratified. At Cefena, he 
had an enjoyment of another kind. He there 
found his family aflembled, happy to fee and to 
welcome him again to his native place. Conti* 
nuing his route afterwards through Pefaro, Fano, 
and Sinigaglia, he arrived at Ancona, where he 
was received with great parade. A ftatue had 
been ereCted in that city, reprefenting him giving 
his benediction to the people ; but it was fome- 
thing elfe that the inhabitants of Ancona ex- 
pected from his magnificence. He paid a vifit 
to their port, where he was received with a fa- 
lute of artillery and martial mufic j went on 
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board a (hip which had been prepared for him, 
and for a moment fancied that he was poffeffed 
of a . navy. He made a very fliort (lay at our 
Lady of Loretto, Recanati, and Macerata; peri- 
forming, however, divine worfhip, and diftribut- 
ing benedidlions wherever he (topped. 

.As he approached Rome, his route was 
marked by accumulated homages of refpe& 
and ftupid admiration. In feveral places he 
palled under triumphal arches; in others he 
found pompous infcriptions. At Foligno, fome 
nuns of a poor convent folicited relief : It would 
be of no ufe to you, anfwered the pope, your convent 
will be immediately fupprejjed. It was fo, in reality, 
a (hort time after ; but the fuppreflion of- rno- 
-nafteries, from whatever quarter it came, wa6 
fure to be a fource of chagrin to the holy father. 
The expulfion of thefe poor nuns from their 
convent occafioned an infurreftion among the 
people ; and to fupprefs it, the two authorities 
were obliged to concert meafures. The magi» 
ftrate came to the affiftance of the biflvop, and 
ordered the rioters to be apprehended. There 
are times and places in which inclination alone 
are infufficient^to operate the raoft ufeful and 
even the raoft trifling reforms. 

From Foligno, Pius VI. proceeded through 
Spoletto and Narni to Otricoli. In the latter 
T 4 
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place he had an opportunity of making a parade 
of his tafte for the arts and fciences, which the 
many curiofities of every kind that he had feen, 
during the laft two months, had only ferved to 
revive. Carara, the fecretary of the congrega- 
tion of the council, who in a profeffion, in gene- 
ral devoted to inutility, had cultivated the . fine 
arts with fuc.cefs, was waiting for him at Otri* 
coli. It was he who was charged to continue 
in the environs of that place the excavations 
which had already furnilhed the Mufaum Pio 
Clementinum with the moil exquifrte monuments 
of art, antique ftatues, buds, columns, tripods, 
and mofaics. Pius VI. applauded thefe difco- 
veries as his own work, and, after having given 
orders to proceed with the excavations, took 
the road to Civita Caftellana ; the laft place at 
which he flept before his. arrival at Rome. He 
there found two perfons whom he had made 
happy during his journey, monfignor Campa- 
nelli, recently elevated to the office of pope’s 
auditor, and monfignore Erikine, whom he had 
appointed promoter of the faith. Thefe prema- 
ture favours had fatisfied none but thofe who 
had received them. Campanelli and Erikine 
were two upftarts, who had as'yet deferved but 
little of the Holy See. , The favour they en- 
joyed was an additional grievance, with which 
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the pope’s impolicy furnifhed the mal-contents 
of Rome, whom he Ihould rather have thought 
of appealing. But for fome time paft he feemed 
condemned to a£t unfeafonably upon every 
occtffion'. 
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CH APTER XIV. 

The Popes Arrival and Reception at Rome, 



X-JpON approaching his capital, Pius VI. re- 
ceived teftimonies fo expreffive of the fatisfaftion 
felt at his return, that a man more modeft than 
himfelf might have believed them fincefe. 
Whether, however, he was tired of homages, or 
confcious that he did not deferve thofe that were 
referved for him, he requefted and obtained that 
a part of them fhould be fupprefled. It was in- 
tended to ere£t a triumphal arch upon the Pi- 
azza del popolo, which he was to crofs, to illu- 
minate all the quarters of the town through 
Irchich he was to pafs, and to celebrate his entry 
by fireworks, concerts, a great entertainment, 
and even a ball. It was alfo the intention of the 
Sacred College to go and meet him at the Porta 
del popolo. Pius VI. declined all thefe honours : 
he only permitted Albani, the dean of the cardi- 
nals, cardinal Antonelli, his favourite, and his 
beloved nephew, the duke de Nemi, to come and 
receive him at Ponto Molle. He could not, 
however, efcape from all thofe noify teftimonies 
of public joy, which are rather matters of form 
than’of real refpect ; from falutes of artillery, the 
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ringing of the numerous bells of Rome, and the 
illumination of the principal hotels. But thofe 
effufions of. the heart, thofe fpontaneous accla- : 
mations which a contented . people pour forth, 
but which cannot be extorted from them, all 
thofe teftimonies of affe&ion and gratitude which 
a fovereign muft and ought to feel, were not 
vei'y prodigally bellowed ; and this he muft have 
perceived. It was not that the Roman people 
doubted of his fuccefs with, the emperor; and 
even if they had, Pius VI. having othef claims 
upon their affe&ion, would have been pitied, 
and have been only the more beloved ; but mat- 
ters which more nearly concerned them were the 
meafure of their fentiments in regard to the pon- 
tiff. The whole ecclefiaftical ftate, particularly 
the capital, complained aloud of the high price 
of provifions ; and it was not by their lilence 
only that his fubje£ts had expreffed their difcon- 
tent. All along the road from Bologna he had 
heard the molt bitter complaints ; received the 
moll energetic petitions ; and the momentary 
enthufiafm, occafioned by his return, did not 
efface the unpleafant impreffions they had made. 
While he was palling in ftate through the ftreets 
of his capital, fome of thof^ exprelfions were 
heard which courtiers call feditious. The cardi- 
nals and the prelates who were about him. con- 
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cealcd, or difguifed the truth. Cardinal Palla- 
vicini, his fecretary of date, an honeft, though a 
weak man, felt much concern, but faid nothing. 
The cardinal de Bernis himfelf, perhaps the mott 
fincere of bis friends, did not dare to break a 
filence, fo fcrupukmfly obferved by thofe about 
the pope's perfon j but from that time he was 
acciiftomed to 'fay, I fee plaitdy that the reign of 
Pius FI. will in the end cofl him many a tear. The 
common people, who had lefs difcretion, re- 
vealed to him what was fo carefully kept fecret. 
A few days after his return he was hiffed in the 
ftreets of Rome .; and dared no longer ' go out! on 
foot. But at that time one thing only occupied 
his mind. He was perfuaded that he had im- 
mortalifed himfelf by his apoftolical journey j 
end, by way of: obtaining credit for his fuccefs, 
was. loud in his praife of Jofeph II. Ini his firft 
interview with his molt intimate friends, he in- 
genuoufly faid: “ The emperor has a great deal 
** of religion. He affured me, and proved, that 
“ he was the beft catholic upon the face of the 
“ earth. , It was by his counfellors. that he was 
<c led aftray, after the death of his refpetfable 
mother.” The wife, but fevere minifter of 
Spain, agreed that his journey did him honour; 
“ but I doubt,” added he, “ whether it will be 
’* ufeful to religion and the Holy See.” — " Give 
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w ' me time,” replied the holy father, “ and you 
“ (hall fee that I will obtain more . from the em- 
“ peror than you may perhaps imagine.” 

The truth, and it was foon evident, even to- 
the moft undifcerning, was, that he had fuffeted 
himfelf to be impofed upon by the wheedling 
manners of Jofeph II., and to be deceived by his 
vague and unmeaning promifes. Jofeph, when 
he chofe to take the trouble, was fure to pleafe; 
and he neglefted nothing to make himfelf agree- 
able to the pope. Penetrating and artful, he 
was foon acquainted with his adverfary, who was 
a perfeft ftranger to the language of courts, and 
had neither delire nor power to diffemble. He 
eafily divined his inclinations, and took care to 
flatter the propenfity which he difcovered for 
the defun£t fociety of Jefus. This, indeed, was 
one of the great means employed to gain his 
point. Accordingly Pius VI,, on his return, 
proud of the emperor’s concurrence in his fenti- 
ments, was lefs careful to conceal thht affettion, 
which the courts of Verfailles and Madrid had 
long fufpedted, in fpite of his proteftations to the 
contrary. He took a pleafure in repeating to 
the minifters of thofe courts, that the emperor 
had faid to him : “ If the. fuppreilioo of the Je- 
“ fuits had depended upon me, it fhould not 
“ have taken place; Charles HI. was in the 
wrong to. infill; npon it with fo much warmth j 
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** but the emprefs of Ruflia is fully refolved to 
** preferve at leaf the feed ” — -Pius VI., by thefe 
communications, prepared himfelf an excufe for 
the condefcenfion which he did not delay (hew- 
ing, upon this occafion, to the formidable Ca- 
therine. But he betrayed his own fecret ; and 
the minifters of France and Spain exprefled to 
him their uneafinefs. No matter, faid they, if 
the emprefs of Ruflia keep the Jefuits in her 
empire, provided yo.u do not acknowledge them 
as fuch. Upon which the pope haftened to 
juftify the fufpicion, and again protefted that he 
would fulfil the promife he had made. 

The queftion, however, was to give a formal 
account of this journey, which had made fo 
much noife, and been fo very expenfive, to dazzle 
at leaft the credulous, and to obtain the applaufe 
that had been fo fparingly dealt out to him on 
his arrival. He had taken time to prepare a 
pompous narrative, which was not ready till 
three months after his return. Notwithftand- 
ing the high opinion he entertained of his own 
eloquence, and the fmall (hare, of confidence he 
repofed in cardinal Pallavacini, he chofe'to fub- 
mit this narrative to his judgment. The cardi- 
nal found it prolix and minute, and took the li* 
berty of making a great many erafements, which 
did not make it appear lefs tedious and unfea- 
fonable. The pops delivered it with great em- 
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pbafis, in a folemn cotififtory held on the 23d of 
September. After a multiplicity of particulars, 
which ferved only to prove his puerile vanity, he 
thus concluded : “ The great genius of the em- 
“ peror Jofeph, his very particular affe£Hon, of 
“ which we have received fo many proofs, his 
“ affability, his philanthropy, had appeared to 
**■ us a favourable augury ; and we muft confefs, 
“ added he, that our confidence has not been de- 
*f ceived. Indeed we have already obtained from 
“ bis equity fome important conceffions, and 
“ he likewife gives us hopes of obtaining feveral 
** others.” • ;"•••• 

The Sacred College did not expefi to hear 
from the mouth of the pope only a long account 
of compliments and ceremonies. What had 
the catholic church, meaning themfelves, ; bene- 
fited by this journey, the object of which was to 
convert the- emperor b This was a fubjeft in re- 
gard to which the pontiff left them in total ig- 
norance. It is true that he promifed, by a brief, 
to make the whole catholic world acquainted 
with the advantages he had gained. But this 
promife would have been difficult to fulfil. The 
events which took place fhortly after his return 
to Rome would but too fully have contradi&ed 
the affertions that he might, perhaps, have ven- 
tured to infert in his brief. 

His journey, which had met -with fo-little ap- 
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probation, even at Rome, before it was begun, 
became, when it w'as finilhed, a fubjeft of bitter 
reproaches, and even of inveftive. A lhort time • 
after holding his confiftory, the expectation of 
■which had, perhaps, fufpended the refentment of 
the difcontented, he found upon his praying-defk 
a virulent writing, which, among other abufe, 
contained the following phrafe : What Gregory 
VII., the great eft of priefs, had efablifhed, Pius VI., 
the lowejl of priefs, has defroyed. In the mouth 
of a philofopher this would have been an eulo- 
gium. It was a calumny in the mouth of a fa- 
natic. The pope was very much affeCted at this- 
injuftice. He fubmitted to it with a refignation 
that does him honour. He wrote with his pencil 
the following anfwer at the bottom of the abufive 
paper : The kingdom of Chrifi is not of this world : 
he who difributes heavenly crowns, taketh not' away 
verifiable crowns. Render to Cafar the things that 
are Cafar' s, and to God the things that are God's . 
Pius VI. would have faved himfelf a great deal 
of vexation, had he regulated his conduct by 
thefe maxims ; but even to profefs them was 
much for a pope. This anfwer, indeed, dis- 
played as much dejeftion as it did moderation. 
It fufficiently indicated that Pius VI., was begin- 
ning to open his eyes. From that period every 
thing concurred to involve him in affli£tion. 
The formidable claims of Jofeph II., the opinions 
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of the enlightened men at that time in Europe, 
found partifan^ even at Rome. It was difco- 
vered that two bookfellers there privately fold 
feveral pamphlets againft the authority of the 
Holy See, and againft celibacy, the works of that 
pretended Febronius, the real author of which 
had made a folemn abjuration of them ; and the 
differtations of a learned German, named Eybel, 
as attra&ive by their contents as by their titles : 
What is the pope f What is a cardinal ? What is a 
bijhop ? The two delinquents were brought be- 
fore the Holy Office, did penance in the audience 
chamber, received a blow with a ftick at each of 
the verfes of the 51ft pfalm, recited in their pre- 
fence, and paid a fine of five hundred crowns to 
the treafury of the propaganda, which profeffed 
maxims fomewhat different from thofe they 
wilhed to diffeminate. This noife ferved only to 
bring into greater vogue the pamphlets which 
gave fo much alarm, excited a degree of intereft 
in favour of the bookfellers, and much indig- 
nation againft their pcrfecutors, . 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Sequel of the Pope's Difputes with the Emperor. 

But Pius VI. had vexations far more poi- 
gnant to experience from that prince, whom he 
confidered his friend . In the firft place, before 
the end of this year, a month of which he 
had paffed in intimacy with him, he learned 
that Jofeph II. was about to deprive all the 
churches of his dominions of their landed 
eftates. Pius VI., armed with all the weapons 
of the Gofpel, wrote to him a letter, in which he 
quoted the facred fcriptures, invoked the facred 
apoftles, cited the facred canons, reminded him 
of his promifes, which, alas 1 he had alfo confi- 
dered facred . — “ What would your majefty then 
“ prove that you have had no regard for my ad- 
**. vice, or at lead that it has been foon forgotten ! 
“ Where then are thofe proteftations of attach- 
“ ment to the purity of religion, thofe orthodox 
“ principles which your majefty profeffes, &c. 
“ &c.” This long and pathetic letter was dated 
the 3d of Auguft. Ten days after, Jofeph re- 
turned a dry and laconic anfwer. — “ The re- 
“ ports which alarm you are falfe •, and, without 
“ fearching into the texts of the holy fcriptures. 
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** which are fubjeft to various interpretations 
** and explanations, I feel within me a monitor 
** that inftrudts me, as a legiflator and as a pro- 
** tedlor of religion, what it is fit I fhould 
** do, or what I Ihould omit ; and with the juft 
“ and upright difpofition which I know I poflefs, 
“ this monitor can never lead me into error.” 
Such an anfwer was certainly not a favourable 
omen. But Pius VI., faithful to the advice 
which Jefus Chriftgave to his difciples,'to make 
themfelves like unto children, was, like them, 
eafily alarmed, eafily reaffured, palling rapidly 
from chagrin to ferenity of mind, from deje&ion 
to hope. He could not be perfuaded that the 
■ incomparable Jofeph II. meant to deceive him. 
“ Oh, no!” faid he; “ but his minifters have 
altered the fubftance of what we had together 
“ agreed upon.” — And it was in the midft of 
thele fubjedts of alarm that he held this confiftory, 
and delivered that difcourfe of which we have 
already fpoken. His exterior, in public, cbrre- 
fponded with that fecurity which he was defirous 
(hould obtain credit ; but his temper, which he 
could reprefs when he was exhibiting himfelf, 
broke out in private. To the people of his 
houfehold he was impatient, palfionate even to 
brutality, and rude in his converfation ; he who 
affedted all the forms of urbanity, who ufed the 
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pureft and moft elegant language in his prepared 
fpeeches, the ftyle of which breathed mildnefs, 
charity, and all the Chriftian virtues. Even car- 
dinal Pallavicini did not efcape his rough beha- 
viour. Convinced of the inutility of his advice, 
he in the end was filent, as were the reft of the 
Sacred College. Bernis himfelf kept upon the 
referve. He continued to receive from the pope 
proofs of affection and confidence ; but he knew 
him to be imprudent, he faw him under the in- 
fluence of perfidious advifers, milled either by 
fanaticifm or ambition. Since his return from 
Vienna, his principal confidants were the Ex- 
jefuit Zaccaria, and the cardinal Gerdyl ; who 
from that period, looking forward to the papacy, 
leaned towards the Jefuits. 

Pius VI. affedted a particular friendfhip for car- 
dinal des Lances, formerly one of the moft violent 
antagonifts of the defundt fociety, and now be- 
come one of its warmeft partifans. It was in the 
intercourfe of thefe fufpicious friends that he im- 
bibed his hopes and his rules of condudt Little 
fufceptible of durable impreffions, after haying 
grieved for a while, he confoled hinyfelf: his health 
had not fuffered from this combination ofcircum- 
ftances, which would have fretted any other per- 
fon to death; It was his with to reign and to 
live a long time; and thofc who watched him 
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clofely, clearly faw that, as long as the dogma. 
was not openly attacked, he would patiently 
endure every thing elfe. 

He therefore alio bore with that conftant apa- 
thy, which has attended him even in thefe latter 
times, the fuppreflion of all the mendicant or- 
ders in the hereditary Hates ; the fubjefition of 
all the religious orders to the authority of the 
bilhbps; and, what mull have appeared Hill more 
painful, a new edi£t of the emperor, which took 
from the datario the nomination to all the bilhop-' 
rics of the Milanefe and of Mantua. Jofeph, 
entirely taking off the malk, called himfelf/in 
this edift fupreme guardian of the church , and admi- 
nijlrator of all its temporal effefts. What thefe ex-' 
preffions meant and foreboded was not mifun- 
derftood at Rome. Pius VI. alone appeared not 
to perceive their tendency. 

At the fame time, the emperor fupprefled all 
the ufelefs convents, applied their revenues to 
the expenfes of the Hate ; took upon himfelf the 
nomination to all benefices which Ihould fall 
vacant during the months referved for the pope ; 
reftricted the prerogatives and the jurifdi£tion of 
the nuncio, &c. &c. And thefe examples 
(which would have been fo fcandalous at any 
other period, and, a century before, have occa- 
fioned fchifms, infurreflions, and perhaps a civil 
war) were imitated by feveral princes of the em- 
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pire, by fome electors, and even by the eledtor of 
Treves, whom the pope had found fo fubmiffive 
at the time of his paffing through Auglbourg. 
Every thing announced that the reign of the 
pontiff of Rome was drawing near its end. 

The principal, nay the foie objeft, for fome 
time, of the folicitude of the pope, the dogma, an 
obfcure word, fubjedt to fo many interpretan 
tions, was not as yet directly attacked. One 
only of the ordinances of the emperor could lead 
the timid or fanatic catholics to think it in 
danger. This was his edidt concerning tolera- 
tion, which was dated in 1781, and which Jo- 
feph himfelf, enlightened by experience, had in 
fome refpedts modified. This fubjedi had been 
agitated more than once in his conferences with 
Pius VI., who was fearful of feeing audacious 
herefy, by the means of this protedling edidl, 
gradually invade the domain of the catholic 
church. Jofeph had endeavoured to reaffirm 
him, but had met with little fuccefs. He had 
given him, towards the end of the year 1782, fo 
many caufes of chagrin, that he thought it bis 
duty to addrefs him a few lines of confolation at 
the beginning of the following year. He there- 
fore wrote to him in a friendly ftyle, which very 
well anfwered its purpofe, that this edidt con- 
cerning toleration, which had fo much alarmed 
him, had occafioned fcarcely any apoftacy j that 
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he had taken meafures to prevent there being as 
little as poflible ; that he was in hopes of thus 
coining to an amicable arrangement with him 
upon feveral other points. Thefe few words, 
for fome' time, reftored the credulous pontiff to 
tranquillity ; but it was of little duration. 

Pius VI., encouraged by this fort of invitation, 
entered into a regular correfpondence with Jo- 
feph : he wrote him confidential letters, relying 
much upon this means of Hopping him in his 
career of reform, which the emperor ran with 
more ardour than ever. The pontiff thought 
that the mifchief was increafing; it was there-, 
fore neceffary to recur to fome effectual remedy; 
I fliati explain myfelf, faid he, to the minifters of 
France and Spain, who now found him a little 
more willing to take advice. They reprefentcd 
to him, that, by writing familiarly to the empe- 
ror, he would commit himfelf, without obtaining 
any thing j to this he anfwered with ingenu- 
ous warmth: “ But it is neceffary that we let 
** him know what we think, in fuch manner as 
** we can, that we may have nothing to reproach 
(t ourfelves with either before God or man ; that 
** if the emperor fliould think proper to laugh at 
** us, it would be the worfe for him , as it has been to 
f ‘ fo many others : we muff not, however, for that 
reafon, negle£l our duty. Of this we are 
affured, that thefe reproaches can never irri- 
v 4 
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“ tate him, as he hears every thing quietly, 
“ whatever it may be, and does afterwards as he 
“ pleafes." The perfons with whom he was 
holding this converfation did not know whether to 
complain or to laugh at his fimplicity. They 
faw that he was in a critical fituation. Jofeph 
II , firm in his plan, had nominated the prelate 
Vifconti to the archbifhopric of Milan, without 
the concurrence of the Holy See. Nothing was 
more fimple, or more reconcileable with true ca- 
tholicifm ; but nothing, at the fame time, was 
more derogatory to the before-received ufages, 
or more contrary to the pretenfions of the court 
of Rome, which conftrued thefe ufages into 
rights. It was not without the greateft repug- 
nance that Pius VI. confirmed this nomination ; 
but he was anxious to prevent a fchifm, of which 
the emperor had not the fmalleft apprehenfion. 
The pope’s friends advifed him to relieve him- 
felf by an expedient that might conciliate every 
thing. Anfwer the emperor, faid they, that 
upon his recommendation, M. Vifconti will be 
preconifed archbifhop of Milan at the firftcon- 
fiflory. The pope, upon this occafion, was un- 
ufually obftinate: he fent to the emperor no 
longer one of thofe friendly and confidential let- 
ters, which had been fo fruitlefs, and which Jo- 
feph ridiculed among thofe about him, made 
public fome paflages, and even caufed others to 
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be printed, but wrote a true brief, in which he 
fpoke the antiquated language of the head of the 
church. He would have done much better in fol- 
lowing the advice of Bemis and chevalier Azara. 
The letter was fent back to him from Vienna, 
without a (ingle word of anfwer. He was in 
defpair, when an event which he expefted, but 
which he did not believe fo near, occurred to 
confole his vanity, and made fome rays of hope 
gleam on his pontifical heart. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The Emper-or’s Journey to Italy . 

To an ardent mind, and a violent difpofition, 
Jofeph II. joined -mere goodnefs and juftice than 
was generally fuppofed in Europe. Perfevering 
to obftinacy in the plans which he had once 
adopted, he did not allow himfelf to be flopped 
by any of the little confiderations that render 
fo many of them abortive in others. He was 
not afraid of giving difquietude to thofe who 
might fuffer from his meafures ; but he was not 
above bellowing upon them fuch unimportant 
confolations as he thought compatible with his 
dignity. He had an inordinate defire of cele- 
brity. It was his wilh that the attention of Eu-? 
rope might be conftantly fixed upon him. He 
pofleffed an activity of body and mind which 
confumed him, and accelerated his death. Two 
circumftances made him fond of travelling: firft, 
becaufe diftruftful of others, and having full con- 
fidence in himfelf, he did not imagine that he 
was mailer of any thing but what had come 
under his own eyes; and in the next place, he 
wilhed to render himfelf the obje£t of general 
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admiration for his talents, which wereat once both 
brilliant and folid, for his learning, which was 
extenfive, and for his external plainnefs, which 
pretty well concealed his pride. He had pro- 
mifed Pius VI. to return his vifit. He was not 
willing to facrifice any of his ideas ; but he did 
not make the torments he caufed him a matter of 
fport. In fhort, he wifhed to evince that he was 
not more ealily to be fliaken, when in clofe con- 
ference, than at a diftance ; not more in his phi- 
losophical court than in the centre of fuperfti- 
tious Italy. He knew that his late reforms 
caufed a great fenfation at Rome, and were 
there talked of in a ftyle fomewhat like threats. 
He was defirous of fhewing that he knew how 
to brave ftorms of every kind. His auftere chan- 
cellor of ftate, the prince of Kaunitz, firm, 
haughty, and inflexible, encouraged him in his 
perfeverance in refpeft to the Ecclefiaftical See, 
and exprefled himfelf, on the fubjeft of the re- 
finance of the bifhop of Rome, with greater 
harfhnefs than even the emperor himfelf. He 
had faid very publicly, that if Pius VI. refufed to 
preconife the arehbifhop of Milan, he would 
affemble the bifhops of Lombardy, and, accord- 
ing to the practice of the primitive church, 
would caufe to be conferred by them the cano- 
nical inftitution to fuch individuals as the empa- 
ror had appointed : that if the court of Rome 
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ftould peril ft in this refufal, it would caufe a 
rupture with that government. Such was the 
fttuation of the court of Vienna with refpeCt to 
the Holy See in the month of December. The 
emperor’s minifter at Rome was cardinal Her- 
zan, a well-meaning man, but weak and timid, ' 
and frightened at the talk which had been 
afligned him. Unfteady and wavering, between. 
his duty as a member of the Sacred College, and 
that impofed upon him by his (ituation, he con- 
fulted, hefitated, and trembled ; when an inci- 
dent, which happened altogether unexpectedly, 
occurred to relieve him, for a time at leaft, of his 
embarraffment. 

The emperor left Vienna on the 6th of De- 
cember, after having named prince Kaunitz di- 
rector- general of all the current affairs, and an-, 
nounced to all the ambafladors at his. court that 
he was going to fet out upon a journey which 
he conftdered as necejjary. The only circumftance. 
from which a probable conjecture could be 
formed as to the objeCt of his journey, was, that' 
he carried with him feveral of the aCts relative 
to his difputes with the court of Rotp.e. He 
took his route by Clagenfurt, where he fpent 
feveral hours with the archduchefs Mary- Anne; 
crofted the Tyrol, Mantua, and Bologna, and on 
the 18th arrived at Florence. The king of Swe- 
den, who was then travelling under the name of 
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count de Haga, happened to be at that city at 
the fame time, and was about to proceed to 
Rome. This having been communicated to 
Pius VI., he had fent a courier to meet him. 
Jofeph, who had a ftrong propenlity to things 
out of the common road, and was difpofed to 
play a trick upon Guftavus, for whom he had no 
great regard, fet out fome hours before him, met 
the courier, paffed himfelf for the count de 
Haga, and under that name entered Rome on 
the afternoon of the 23d December. He 
alighted at the houfe of his minifter, who, in his 
extreme furprife, contemplated him as his deli- 
verer, rather than as his fovereign. 

Jofeph had not been at Rome lince 1769. 
Among the perfons he had there known, the 
chevalier Azara, who was then agent of the 
court of Spain, had particularly attrafted his 
attention. He had conceived the moft favour- 
able opinion of his fagacity, energetic character, 
and all the other qualities which he has lince dif- 
piayed. Without making himfelf known to any 
perfon, he wrote to the Spanilh minifter, requeu- 
ing a conference with him that very evening; 
and begging him to fix upon one of the theatres 
at Rome as a rendezvous. The chevalier Azara 
had boxes at every public .place : he fent the 
emperor all the keys of them, defiring him to 
make his choice, and promifing to vifit them all. 
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one after another, till he found hint. In the 
mean time, the emperor had himfelf ccmdu&ed, 
by his minifter, to the pope’s apartments. The 
news of his arrival had not yet reached the Va- 
tican, where that of the king of Sweden was only 
known, who every moment was expected to 
make his appearance. All of a fudden the car- 
dinal Pallavicini was informed that the emperor 
was arrived. The cardinal could hardly believe 
it : the pope was {truck with a furprife bor- 
dering upon terror. Every preparation was 
making to give him a proper reception ; when 
Jofeph, in his uniform, appeared at the door of 
tjie holy father’s clofet. 

Pius VI., although thunder-ftruck at fo abrupt 
a vifit, received him with every token of fatis* 
faction. They held a pretty long, but vague 
conference, and afterwards went together to St. 
Peter’s church. The pope offered the emperor 
a praying-deflc by the fide of his own. Jofeph, 
who could affeft fimplicity to admiration, mo- 
deftly declined that honour, and knelt a little 
behind the pontiff. They parted foon after. 
“ This church,” faid the emperor to the pope, 
“ is not the proper place for compliments, per- 
“ mit me to go and vifit your mufeurti.” The 
pope’s two nephews accompanied him thither ; 
but the appointment which he had made with 
the minifter of Spain interefted him much more. 
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He quitted every thing to repair to the box he 
had chofen, where he was foon joined by the 
chevalier Azara. Jofeph IL was exceedingly 
vexed at this firft converfation being interrupted 
by feveral intruders, eager to pay their court ta 
him, and who were very coldly received. The 
king of Sweden was of the number, and was no 
better treated than the reft. Good night, count , 
faid the emperor abruptly to him 5 and imme- 
diately after left the box, followed by the cheva- 
lier Azara, with whom he paid his refpe&s to 
fome Roman ladies that w,ere prefent at the re- 
presentation, and haftily returned the vifit he had 
received from the king of Sweden : impatient to 
efcape from the uninterefting crowd, and to re- 
fume the thread of his converfation with the 
Spanilh minifter, he hurried him into a retired 
place, where they palled fome hours tete-a-tete . 

It is fince known, what the credulous Pius 
VI. was far from doubting, that in this confer- 
ence Jofeph had unfolded, with great heat, a 
plan that was about to aftonilh all Europe. He 
intended no lefs than to break entirely with the 
court of Rome. Jofeph had forefeen and com- 
bined every thing: he was fure of the confent 
and concurrence of thirty-fix bilhops of his do- 
minions. The dogma, the ecclefiaftical hierarchy, 
were to remain untouched; -but he was to with- 
draw his fubjects from that pontifical fupre# 
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macy, which was of no benefit to the eflence of 
religion, and was only calculated to produce civil 
difturbances, and, perhaps, to recall the fury of 
fanaticifm. In his opinion the church was a 
branch of the ftate, and it was the duty of a 
fovereign to fubje£t it to temporal laws, and 
hold its minifters in the fame dependence as 
other fubje£ts. He could no longer acknow- 
ledge the authority of Rome ; he laughed at her 
thunders, which had in former times overthrown 
the world, but which at prefent could only im- 
pofe upon children and old women. The papifts 
called him a fchifmatic, which gave him little 
uneafinefs. The churches would be lefs rich, 
the priefts more exemplary, the monks far lefs 
numerous: the benefit would be general > it would 
promote public tranquillity, morality, and even 
the caufe of religion itfelf. Jofeph II., it is faid, 
never was more eloquent, more determined, or 
difplayed more, than on this occafion, the 
ftrength of his genius and extent of his know- 
ledge. 

The chevalier Azara, who had liftened with 
attention, and without interruption (for this was 
the manner of carrying on a converfation with 
Jofeph II.), at length obtained a hearing. He. 
had no fmall difficulty to make him feel the in- 
conveniences of fo precipitate a refolution. It 
was not, faid he, yet indifpenfable ; the noife 
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that it would make might produce difagreeable 
confequerices even to the emperor himfelf. If 
be had no fears from the fanaticifm of Rome, 
was not that which prevailed in a great part of 
his own dominions to be dreaded? The pope 
was obftinate, becaufe he was ill-advifed ; but 
was it not poflible to make him alter his opi- 
nion ? Could the emperor not attain his ends at 
lefs expenfe ? Was it not neceflary to referve vi- 
olent remedies for evils altogether incurable? 
&c. &c. 

Thefe arguments, from a man whom the em- 
peror efteemed, and whofp principles and inten- 
tions could not be fufpe&ed, appeared to make 
a confiderable impreffion upon his mind. He 
broke off the conference with the moft concili- 
atory difpofition. Few perfons were at that 
time acquainted with his fentiments on his ar- 
rival at Rome. It appeared even that he did 
not difclofe them to cardinal de Bernis, for 
whom he had, in other refpe&s, great affe&ion 
and efteem j but he could not explain himfelf to a 
prince of the church as freely as to a lay minifter, 
who was neither likely to have the fame interefts 
nor the fame prejudices. Except in this he 
treated the cardinal with the greateft attention, 
and repofed in him a confidence which the other 
might have conceived to be unlimited. “ Were 
■ c you not much furprifed,” faid he, “ at my unex* 
VOL. i. x 
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“ pe£ted arrival at Rome ?” — “ Undoubtedly,'* 
replied the cardinal.—" I did not wifh the 
“ Romans to believe that they could intimidate 
“ me, and that I was unable to anfwer the ar- 
“ guments contained in a letter which the pope 
" lately wrote me, and which I fent back to him 
“ becaufe it was an improper one for me to re- 
“ ceive, and was not at all calculated to make 
“ me alter my refolution ; for I never deviate 
“ from a ;plan which I have adopted upon ma- 
“ ture refle&ion. Another motive of my jour- 
“ ney to Rome was to return the long vifit which 
“ the pope paid me at Vienna. I have a regard 
“ for the per fori of Pius VI. : he is a good kind of 
“ man. You would laugh if you could hear what 
“ paffes at our conferences: he often grows 
“ warm, and even fometimes gets angry ; I let 
“ him go on his own way j while I keep my 
“ temper, and adhere to my determination. I 
(t know very well that he would now give me 
“ the indult that he refufed me for the nomina- 
“ tion to the archbilhopric of Milan, and to all 
“ the confiftorial benefices of Lombardy ; but I 
“ will not accept as a prefent a grant which be- 
“ longs to me by the right of fovereignty. I am 
“ not to blame if my predeceffors have been ne- 
“ gligent or too timid. I afked the pope for this 
“ indult out of refpe£t, and not as a favour. He 
ff refufed it to me-in confequence of bad advice j 
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** and yet a fimilar indult for Corfica was grant- 
* ed, without hefitation, to Lewis XV.” 

The cardinal endeavoured to pacify him, and 
to make him fenfible that there was fome differ- 
ence between the prefen t cafe and that which he 
quoted ; that Pius VI. was perhaps excufable in 
perfifting in the prefervation of the rights of 
which he had found the Holy See in poffeffion. 

My refolution is fixed,” replied Jofeph 
with warmth, * f and I fhould be forry if the 
“ pope fhould compel me to certain extremi- 
“ ties.” .... (He here flopped, the chevalier 
Azara had heard him fay more); then , conti- 
nuing the converfation : “ At the bottom, I 
“ muft repeat it, the pope is a very good kind of 
“ man ; he does not even want for fenfe ; but 
** he is not aware that times are altered. I 
“ fhall not hurry myfelf ; but ftill lefs will I 
“ recede.” 

During the fix days that Jofeph paffed at 
Rome, he had feveral conferences of this fort, as 
well with the cardinal de Bernis as with the che- 
valier Azara. He had alfo one with the pope, 
which was very long and extremely animated. 
Each with warmth fet forth what he called his 
rights. Pius VI. admitted that he had not been 
able to fucceed in making him a convert; but 
Jofeph had taken good care to flatter his vanity 
at the fame time that he was vexing his heart; 

x z 
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and when they parted, the pope was more de* 
lighted than ever with the emperor. The great 
queftion between them, above all others, was the 
nomination to. the archbilhopric of Milan, and 
to all the confiftorial benefices of Lombardy. 
Jofeph had come to Rome perfectly determined 
not to receive the indult which he had chofen to 
aflt for, and which had been refufed him : how* 
ever, the felicitations of the minifters of France 
and Spain ftaggered his refelution. “ Well,” 
faid he tQ them, when he was ready to fet off 
for Naples, “ I fhall have no objection to accept 
“ this indult, but on condition that it lhall be 
“ irrevocable, and drawn up in fuch a manner 
“ as to appear that I have accepted it folely out 
“ of friehdfhip for the pope,” 

Jofeph fet off for Naples on the 29th of De- 
cember, leaving cardinal Herman full authority to 
fign an agreement, in which the pope (hould 
give up to the emperor the nomination to the 
bilhoprics of Lombardy, in conformity to the inhe- 
rent right of Sovereignty . 

It may be truly faid that this journey of the 
emperor to Rome was much, more advantageous 
to the Holy See, than that of Pius VI. had been 
to Vienna $ and that it ferved to prevent a rup-i 
ture. Jofeph had arrived with the molt hoftile 
intentions. But the reprefentations of the car-, 
dfeal de Bernis, and particularly thofe of thq 
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thevalier Azara, whofe prudence, while he ap- 
preciated the ufurpations of the court of Rome* 
dreaded the ftorms which always accompany 
even the mod defirable changes ; more deliberate 
reflections upon the confequences of the over- 
throw, the fignal of which he was about to give j 
perhaps, even fome emotions of kindnefs for this 
old pontiff, who was not peffonally deferving of 
ill-will, but had confiderable claims to compaf- 
fion, calmed this firft effufion of violence. Each of 
the two adversaries difplayed, in the battle they 
fought, a mixture of firmnefs and condefcenfion j 
and each thought that he had come off with ho- 
nour. Had they not been perfonally acquainted, 
a rupture would have been inevitable. How- 
ever, there were fome pretty warm difputes be- 
tween them, when the emperor, on his return 
from Naples, again pafled Several days at Romd 
They contended about the form of this agree- 
ment, which had been almoft entirely fettled 
previous to their Separation. Jofeph himfelf 
drew up another. Pius VI. thinking that Suffi- 
cient attention was not paid to the honour of 
the Holy See, refufed to accede to it. On this 
occafion Jofeph could not reprefs his ill-humour, 
and pettiflily putting up the rough draught of 
hi s compact : What need have we of agreements. 
Said he ; we are friends, and Jhall always be fo ; and 
each tf us will do in his dominions whatever he thinks 

* 3 
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proper. The pope had a moment’s courage.— <* 
Very well, replied he, if your majejly has the arch - 
hijhop of Milan confecrated without the canonical in - 
ftitution, all inter courfe with this prelate Jhall be 
broken off, and his church fhall be treated like that of 
Utrecht.— He was not aware of the danger he 
ran by pulhing the emperor home. Jofepb, 
however, appeared a little difconcerted. He 
again found himfelf in the dilemma which the 
prudence of his counfellors had made hjjn avoid. 
After a moment’s reflection he took out his 
draught, correfted it, defcanted upon it, and even 
difputed with fome warmth j and at length the 
two negotiators themfelves drew up in Latin the 
compa£i that was to terminate their quarrels. It 
was immediately fairly tranfcribed, copied, and 
interchanged. But thefe two illuftrious per- 
fonages, while encroaching upon the functions of 
their chancery, had fuffered fome fchoolboy’s 
miftakes to efcape them in their Latin produc- 
tion. They agreed that it fhould be corrected j 
and Jofeph received a copy on the aoth of Ja- 
nuary, the eve of his departure. 

In the three conferences they held together, 
the pope had the prudence not to fpeak to the 
emperor of the letter returned in fo rude a man- 
ner 5 and Jofeph was pleafed with his filence. 
He, however, embarrafi’ed him exceedingly, by 
converfing with him about one of the projects 
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which, he propofed to carry into immediate ex- 
ecution. He withed to have in his dominions 
feveral vicars-general ; and in order to provide 
for their fupport, he told the pope that he meant 
to appropriate to himfelf the tythes, and fome 
other revenues that the neighbouring bilhops 
poffeffed in Auftria. Pius VI. ventured to fay 
to him with firmnefs : they will refufe to accede to 
this arrangement. — Very well, replied the emperor, 
I will find means to make them give me their confent. 
We (hall fee in the fequel that he kept his word. 

With the exception of thefe little ftorms, the 
emperor and the pope were very well fatisfied 
with each other. Pius VI., whofe weaknefles 
the emperor flattered with his ufual addrefs, 
took a pleafure in relating the particulars pf 
their converfations. By his own account, the 
emperor had thewn him the greateft confidence, 
and had communicated to him the moft import- 
ant fecrets refpe£ting the principal cabinets and 
the anecdotes of the . fovereigns of Europe. It 
was impoflible for any man to have a greater 
command of words, or more wit. In a word, 
added he, the emperor fays what he pleafes, but not 
always what he thinks. In matters that did not 
concern the prerogatives of the Holy See, the 
pope was upon the moft familiar footing with 
him. One day, when Jofeph wasfpeaking to 
him about perfons that he had known belonging 
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to the church, he began a pompous eulogiunt 
upon cardinal Buoncompagni, legate of Bologna, 
a man of merit, whom the pope, however, had 
never liked. He thought he could not better 
extol his uncommon capacity than by faying : 
He is capable of governing an empire. — W ill , replied 
the pope, take him then ; I will give him to you . 
Neverthelefs he was obliged, fome time after, to 
take him for himfelf. Although this journey of 
the emperor had coft Pius VI. fome painful fa- 
crifices, and had made him anticipate others, 
after having been very much difconcerted at his 
vilit, he appeared exceedingly pleafed at it in the 
end. He was at a lofs how to make Rome fuf- 
ficiently agreeable to his friend, Jofeph II. He 
very ferioufly propofed to him to come and fee 
him again, in order to be prefent at a canonifa- 
tion. It is not faid that Jofeph ferioufly pro- 
mifed to return ; but it is well known that he 
took occafion, even at Rome, to amufe himfelf 
with his invitation. 

On his firft journey to the capital of the 
Chriftian world, he did' not Ihe# himfelf to fo 
much advantage as in 1784. At both periods 
he difplayed a perfevering difpofition, never 
loflng fight of his object; by turns polite or au- 
ftere, according to circumftances ; always popu*- 
lar, and perfe£ily acquainted with the genius of 
the modern Romans, to which he adapted his 
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tondufih On his fecond journey he appeared 
to follow this plan, but with (till more addrefs. 
Affe£ting a great fimplicity of. manners, he 
avoided ceremony, and fhunned homage. But 
always flattering the caprices of the Romans, 
whofe affe&ion he courted, perhaps more 
through ambition than vanity, he frequented the 
aflemblies, the public places, and even the 
churches. This latter attention, no doubt, ap- 
peared to him neceffary, in order to do away 
the prejudices to which his quarrels with the 
pope had given birth. Pius VI. had the good- 
nefs to miftake his motive. He did not perceive 
that thefe attempts to gain popularity concealed 
projects which, had Jofeph lived longer, might 
have become much more dangerous to the tem- 
poral authority of the court of Rome, than his- 
reforms in ecclefiaftical difcipline were to the 
authority of the Holy See. His endeavours 
among the Romans were fo fuccefsful, that more 
than once he heard iflue from their groups that 
cry of enthufiafm at which a more diltruftful 
pontiff might have been alarmed : Viva il 
nostro imperatore ! Long live our emperor ! 
During this journey he made, to pleafe them, an 
effort which muft have coft him more than all 
the others, and which he had not made in 1769; 
he was generous, and even liberal. He vifited 
feveral monuments and public eftablifhments, 
and was not fparing of his prefents. He diftri- 
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butednear thirty thoufand florin? in the hofpi- 
tals, and among the people. In fliort, when he 
quitted Roma, on the 21ft of January, 1784, 
every body was fatisfied with him, and nobody 
more fo than the pope. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The Emperor gives the Pope frejh caufe of 
Uneajinefs. 

PlUS VI., however, had not furmounted all 
the obflacles which he was to experience from 
the court of Vienna. He had provifionall/ 
fettled his principal 'difference with the empe- 
ror, in a manner lefs mortifying than he had rea- 
fon to hope. He was congratulating himfelf on 
this triumph, for which he thought he was chiefly 
indebted to his dexterity and to the friendfhip 
with which he had contrived to infpire Jofeph. 
“ I chofe,” faid he, to give up to him the no- 
“ mination to the great benefices of Lombardy, 
“ of which the Holy See was in the habit of 
u difpofing ; but at leaft the bifhops thus nomi- 
“ nated will always have recourfe to me in 
“ order to obtain their bulls.” Even in the 
opinion ~ to the mod rational cardinals this 
tranfa&ion ftill faved, in fome degree, the 
honour of the court of Rome. But when the 
queftion was to carry it into execution in 
regard to the archbifhop of Milan, new difficul- 
ties occurred, which the wife confidered puerile. 
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and to which it is aftonifhing that Jofeph could 
have attached any importance. Four months 
were fpent in fettling the form in which the new 
prelate (hould be announced to the confiftory. 
This was an indifpenfable formality, according 
to the cuftoms of the Holy See. But, how to 
comply with it without offendipg the emperor ? 
At length it was agreed that the pope (hould 
propofe for the archiepifcopal fee of Milan 
monfignor Vifconti, nominated by the emperor, 
by virtue of the amicable agreement made between his 
holinefs and that monarch ; and in this manner Pius 
VI. announced the nomination to the Sacred 
College. The remainder of the year 1784 
paffed without any ferious altercation. 

The following year was to the pope a new 
era of difficulties on the part of Germany; but 
he himfelf was very imprudently the occafion of 
fome of them, by that rage for wiffiing to extend 
every where the branches of his power, and by 
his inclination to retrieve a part of his Ioffes. 
He could not remain peaceably in poffeffion of 
the ground he had left, but afpired to new 
conquefts ! 

Without confulting the emperor, without 
thinking of the ecclefiaftical princes, he took a 
fancy to create a nunciature at the court of Mu- 
nich, and confequently a new rival to the fpi- 
rjtual authority of the prelates of Germany. 
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Immediately the ele£tor of Mayence, and the 
archbifhop of Saltzbourg complained bitterly to 
.the emperor of this attack made upon their dio- 
cefan rights. The pope thus revived a very de- 
licate queftion, upon which Jofeph II. had ex- 
plained himfelf in a moft energetic manner. He 
anfwered the demands of the two archbilliops, 
by faying “ that the nuncios were to be no more 
* e than mere envoys of the pope as a temporal 
** fovereign ; but that he would never fuffer them 
** to exercife in the empire, or at his court, any 
“ jurifdifction in ecclefiaftical affairs.” The car- 
dinal Herzan, his minifter at Rome, was charged 
to explain himfelf to that effeft to the pope. 

Pius VI. and his council were thunderftruck 
at this declaration, which they ought to have 
expe&ed. But they well knew that nothing 
was to be obtained of Jofeph II. by refiftance. 
The pope anfwered his minifter in an ambigu- 
ous manner ; that he could not give up the con- 
nexion which he had been defirous of eftablifh- 
ing with the eleftor of Bavaria j but that he had 
conceived himfelf entitled to delegate to another 
the authority concerning which there had been 
no difpute. , 

There was then at Rome a certain marquis 
Antici, a clever Italian, who, by dint of artifice 
and intrigue, had fucceeded in acquiring a fort 
©f confequence. He was accredited from the 
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electors of Bavaria and Cologne as envoy to the 
Holy See. He was defirous of making a merit 
with the court of Munich, of procuring it a nun- 
cio. This was a kind of relief for the catholic 
powers of the fecond rank. How great was the 
embarraflrnent of the prelate Antici, when one 
of his conftituents, the eleCtor of Cologne, as 
hoftile as his brother the emperor to the prero- 
gatives of the nunciature, enjoined him to oppofe 
with all his might the innovation he had himfelf 
promoted ! The pope, though very much vexed 
at the double difappointment, could not refrain 
from laughing on feeing the double plenipoten- 
tiary obliged to a£t, at the fame time, two parts fo 
contradictory ! For, as Jofeph II. faid, Pius VI. 
was, at bottom, a good kind of man. He was not 
fufceptible of any very great degree of feeling. 
Ill-humour, chagrin, affection, hatred, nothing in 
fliort made upon him a lading hnpreflion. His 
mind was very frequently agitated, but never 
deeply affeded. Hence the numerous inconfift- 
encies, and feveral of the calamities of his ponti- 
ficate. Hence, to balance the account, that un- 
alterable impaflibility and that florid health 
which he has preferved in the midd of the mod 
overwhelming difficulties. 

In the month of OCtober 1785, the nunciature 
experienced a mortal blow by an ordinance of 
tjie emperor, which deprived the nuncios in 
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Germany of every kind of jurifdi&ion, and re- 
stored to the bifhops all their ancient rights. 
The elector of Cologne, who, as archbilhop, 
was personally interefted in this ordinance, 
haftened to publifh it in his ftates, to the great 
mortification of the Ex-jefuits and all the advo- 
cates of the Holy See. The elector of Mayence, 
who had no nuncio at his court, but who dreaded 
the pretenfions of the new nuncio of Munich, 
took, in his ftates, fuch meafures as were con- 
formable to the views of the emperor, and dried 
up one of the fources, to which the datario was 
going to apply under various pretences. Hence- 
forth no more difpenfations, no more foreign ju- 
rifdi£lion were to be exercifed in Germany. 
The Holy See faw itfelf fucceffively ftripped of 
its abfurd prerogatives and of its fcandalous re- 
venues; and the catholic princes, great and 
little, without forefeeing that, in other refpe&s, 
they were afting contrary to their own interefts, 
awoke the reafon of the people, releafed them, 
from their facred chains, and prepared their 
minds for thofe changes which France has fince 
operated with fo much fuccefs. 

The eleftor of Bavaria was the only prince of 
the empire that ftrove to oppofe diftinguifhed 
marks of good-will to the affronts which the 
court of Rome received from all the other parts 
of Germany. He welcomed Zoglio, the new 
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buncio, with all the magnificence of his court 3 
at the fame time announcing to his fubje£ts that 
henceforth they were to apply to that nuncio, 
as they had before done to thofe of Vienna, Co- 
logne, or Lucerne. But the four archbilhops 
of Germany, thofe of Mayence, Cologne, Treves, 
and Saltzbourg, uttered loud cries againft this 
innovation, and their ordinances fpoke the lan- 
guage of the emperor. Zealous partifans of 
fpiritual authority, they were equally ready to 
claim it for themfelves, and to contend for it 
with ufurpers. They therefore molt pofitively 
forbade their diocefans to apply, under any pre- 
tence, either to Zoglio the nuncio, or to Pacca 
the new nuncio, who had juft fucceeded Belli- 
foni at Cologne. The two nuncios durft not 
refill. They had recourfe to the pope, who had 
involved them in this dilemma, from which it 
was incumbent upon him to extricate them. 
Pius VI. at that time employed, as his principal 
fecretary, the Ex-jefuit Zaccaria, of whom we 
have already fpoken more than once. He was 
a fanatic who polfelfed that fort of talent, or at 
leaft that kind of erudition which qualified him 
for fuch a talk. He immediately began to draw 
up a learned ftatement, in which, had he been 
left to himfelf, he would have proved, in an irre- 
fragable rnanner, no doubt, that in all times the 
Holy See had polfelfed the right of fending, at 
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its pleafure, and wherejoever it thought proper, null* 
cios inverted with full power, without any inter* 
ference, on that account on the part of the dio*- 
cefan feilhops and archbilhops. 

Notwithftanding the rapidity of his eloquent- 
pen, Zaccaria was anticipated by the four arch- 
bifhops. They formed a congrefs at Ems, near 
Coblentz, and boldly deliberated on queftions 
which the Holy See had till then confidered as 
appertaining exclufively to its jurifditlion ; fuch 
as the precepts for farting, the obftacles to mar- - 
riage, the organifation of chapters, &c. The 
elector of Treves, more fcrupulous than his col- 
leagues, would have wilhed not to perplex that 
pontiff, whom he had received at Augfbourg with 
fo many marks of affedtion and refpedt : he there* 
fore made a few difficulties, but at length fub- 
mitted. Several bifhops of Germany, and even . 
fome fecular princes, in other refpedts rather de* 
voted to the court of Rome, adopted the prin* 
ciples of the congrefs of Ems ; and Pius VI., in 
thefe times already fo difficult, promoted, or fuf- 
fered blind advifers to promote, a ftorm which 
had an effedt diredtly contrary to that he had 
fo fully expedted. Every one examined quef* 
tions to which the public attention was called, 
and which, for political reafons at leaft, fhould 
have been left undecided. People thus became 
familiarifed to a fort of independence, which, a 
vol. i. y 
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century before, would have appealed to border 
upon, fchifra, or even upon facrilege. Thus the 
court of Route feemed to call in the afiiftanee of 
thofe who were to undermine the unftable foun- 
dations of its throne; and tbefe ecelefiaftieat 
princes, encouraged in their boldnefs by the 
example and advice of a philofophic emperor, 
accelerated that great crifis which was to over-* 
throw this throne, and reach even themfelves. 
They could not have calculated better for the 
progrefs of reafon, nor worfe for their own in-, 
fotefts. 

. On this occafion the court of Rome com- 
mitted one imprudence after anothfr. Inftead 
of endeavouring to fupport its pretenijpns at a 
period when the intelligent were fhocfced afe 
them, when even the devotees began to fufpett 
them to be bordering upon ufurpation, it ought 
to haye confined itfelf, agreeably to the advice 
of Bemis and Azara, and that which wouldhave 
been, given by Benedict XI V., to, the enjoyment 
of thofe righto; in which it was. quietly 'left in 
poffeflion } but, like a defperate. gambler, it. ext 
pofed itfelf to total ruin, in order to> retrieve a 
few trifling Ioffes, or difpute fome litigious 
ground. 

. Will it be believed that, inftead of yielding to 
this afferablage of, refinance, it w.ilhed to employ 
tenacity, and even violence, as.- in thofe time* 
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when the raoft abfurd pretensions were autho- 
rifed by the blind docility of nations ? Unfkilfal 
in the choice of its agents, it had feen the nun- 
cio Zoglio irritate, by its claims, the archbilhop 
of Saltzbourg, who was a Colloredo, fbn of the 
vice-chancellor, and who, confequently,was more 
certain than any other perfon of the emperor’s 
fupport. 

Its nuncio Pacca behaved with ftill more ef- 
frontery. He bethought himfelf of publishing, 
in his nunciature, a manifefto, addreffed to all 
the prelates and vicars of the eledtorate of Co- 
logne } and in which he ordered them not to ac- 
knowledge^the difpenfations for marriage, to 
certain degrees of confanguinity, that had 
been granted without the indult of the ■pope . The 
elefitor of Cologne, brother of the emperor, 
jrepreffed this infolence, by ordering, in his fumy 
all thofe to Whom copies of the manifefto had 
been addreffed, by a perfon calling himfelf a nuncio,- 
to fend them back under the fame cover, and to 
procure a certificate of their having done fo 
from the different poft-mafters. The eledtor of 
Mayence, being informed that the vicars of his 
archbifhopric had alfo received the fame orders 
from the nuncio, wrote to them, that he hoped 
they would hold in juft abhorrence this impu- 
dent ufurpation, the foie objeft of which was to 
dijturb the peace of their confciences, and that they 
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would fend back to Cologne the manifeftoes that- 
had been tranfmitted to them by a pretended, 
nuncio. 

Even the chancery of the deflorate of Treves 
could not but take offence at the boldnefs of the 
nuncio Pacca, and profeffed with energy that evi— 
, dent principle, that no perfon, however pompous 
might be the title zvith which he was invejled, could 
. exercife a legiflative power in a foreign archbi- 
fhopric. Thus the pious elector of Treves him-' 
felf profelfed and propagated thofe very prin- 
ciples which philofbphy afterwards employed- 
with fo much energy to deftroy, at leaft in 
France, all the fabric of fuperftition. • 

The nuncio Pacca did not fuffer himfelf to be 
i awed by fo much oppofition. In fpite of the 
fovereigns who would not acknowledge him, "he 
continued to exercife the funftions of nuncio, 
and endeavoured to excite fermentation in thofe- 
countries where he yet found many credulous 
and timid perfons. The archbifhops of Ger- 
v many addreffed to the pope the moft preffing de- 
mands, the moft energetic protefts. They could 
obtain no anfwer. The marquis Antici, curfing 
more than once his double charafter, was obliged 
to prefent to the court of Rome thofe 'afts fo 
prejudicial to its authority ; and, as it happens 
in fimilar cafes, he was made refponfable for. 
their contents. The audiences he had were. 
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fcenes of ill-humour and violent reproaches. 
His ambitious patience at length was worn out > 
and he renounced the title of plenipotentiary of 
an eledtor, whom he found it fo difficult and fo 
dangerous to reprefent. 

The ecclefiaftical eleftors perfifted in their 
bold conduft in regard to the Holy See. The 
firft ajnong them in rank, the eleftor of May- 
ence, even went fo far as to prefent to the em- 
peror propofitions which made the court of Rome 
tremble, and which, he afferted, were the ex- 
preffion of the wiffi of' all the Germans. He 
therein faid that thofe famous decretals of Ifi- 
dorus, now universally allowed to be fpurious, 
was the foie bafe on which refted the immuni- 
ties of the court of Rome. He demanded the 
convocation of that new council, promifed by it 
for upwards of two hundred years, and which ' 
was.to exhault the fource of the riches it had 
ufurped. Inceffantly evading its promifes, and 
fruftrating the hope of the Germanic empire, it 
continued to violate the conditional com pc£t 
that it had made with the princes of Germany ; 
and the German people were therefore releafed 
from all their engagements towards it. The 
time was come for the Germans to make another 
ufe of all thofe fums which they fent to Rome 
for. the pall of their archbifliops, in order 
to jlevote them to the advancement of their 
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own profperity, and to the relief of [the unfortu* 
nate, & c. A perfon might have thought him. 
felf on the eve of a new reformation. Three 
years after, the orators of the conftituent affembly 
did not exprefs themfelves with more energy 
concerning the ufurpations of the court of 
Ro,me. And it was an archbifhop of Mayence 
who introduced this language ! He did not fu. 
fpeft that he was thus preparing the public mind 
for that great concuflion, which, by fhaking Eu* 
rope and the catholic religion, was, from enter, 
prife to enterprise, to lead to the fecularifatiop 
of a great part of his own dates. 

Such a doctrine could not but he pleafing to 
Jofepb. But, not lefs bold, he was more pru- 
dent than thofe prelates who, after all, were 
pleading their own caufe, rather than injuring 
the Holy See. Still following the route he had 
traced for himfelf, he proceeded with a firm, 
though not a hafty ftep. He favoured the wi flies 
of the ecclefiaftical princes, but thought it his 
duty to retard their completion. Perhaps he chofe, 
at all events, to referve to himfelf the honour of 
initiation, and rather chofe to give, in his own 
dominions, examples to imitate, than concur, 
as chief of the empire, in a reform of which he 
would not have had all the merit. 

He likewife fignalifed the year 1786 by mea- 
sures which afflifted the court of Rome. The 
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prelates had till then made an eflential part of 
the ftates of Auftria. He excluded them, and 
fubftituted commendatory abbes, 'who were en- 
tirely of his. own choice. He fecularifed certain 
religious orders ; that of the Camaldulcs, forint 
fiance, and fupprefied mod of the convents of 
fome others. He dripped the more opulent of 
their edates, and of their treafures, both facred 
and profane. Their fined piftures were taken 
to add to the riches of his gallery. Such of their 
books as were deferring of that honour, were 
placed in the famous library of Vienna : the red 
were abandoned to grocers, or ferved to make 
cartridges. All their valuable furniture, what- 
ever had been its ufe before, was fold by public 
auction, and the fums it produced were placed 
in the bank of religion. It was not an empty 
name that he had given to this bank, which was 
wholly devoted to the payment of penfions to the 
religious Orders of both fexes who no longer 
lived in communities, to the fupport of feveral 
new bifliops and vicars, a great number of 
whom he edablilhed, and to the maintenance of 
fchools and pious foundations. Idlenefs, de- 
prived of its means, muft have grieved at theft 
transformations, at which blind fanaticifm muft 
have been enraged, while they could not but be 
approved of by difpaffionate orthodoxy. But 
the Holy See, finding its latellites fucceflively 
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Jmpoverilhed, and their number decreafed, was 
deeply afflicted. No vain fear, no personal con* 
^deration affected the emperor’s refolutions. . He 
had made a regulation, that no bifflop of his do- 
minions fhould hold two confiderable benefices 
at a time. The cardinal Migazzi, archbifhop 
of Vienna, was alfo adminiftrator of a rich hi- 
lhopric in Hungary. He was obliged to make 
his ele£tion. . Haying decided -for the archbi- 
ihopric of Vienna, he fent to the pope the refig* 
nation of his other benefice, Pius VI., who was 
filently fupprefiing fo many chagrins, fent back 
this inftrument to the emperor, without accom- 
panying it with any obfervatiop. 

But fhortly afterwards there occurred a cir- 
cumftance which _ awoke his impatience, and 
had nearly involved him in a very ferious- quarrel 
with Jofeph. 

That emperor, ftill perfevering in his claim 
to be the fupreme adminiftrator of the church in 
his dominions, had recently erected the biftiopric 
of Laybach, in Carniole, into an arcfibiftiopric, 
and nominated to it coupt Charles de Herber- 
ftein. By virtue-, of the laft agreement, con* 
eluded with refpefil to the arcbbiftiopric of Mi* 
lan, it was neceflpry th^t the pope fliould, in 
point of form, cenfure that nomination. He 
had the boldnefs to refufe his concurrence*; and 
what were the titles of the count de Herberftein 
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to the difgrace of the holy father?' Four years 
before, in a paftoral exhortation, he had promul- 
gated maxims which the court of Rome could 
not pardon. He had dared to fay : Every perfon 
is at liberty to choofe the religion he likes bejl. The 
pope required, as a condition of count de Her- 
berftein obtaining his confirmation, that he 
fhould retraft thefe pernicious maxims. Jofeph 
and his prime-minifter at firft took great offence 
at this ftrange pretenfion. The old prince de 
Kaunitz waited himfelf upon the nuncio Ca- 
prara, and, in His ufual fevere tone, faid : “ The 
** refiftance of the pope, upon this occafion, 
“ would raife an infurmountable barrier between 
4 ‘ the See of Rome and the dominions of his 
Imperial majefty, and for ever put an end to 
" the refpeft which the emperor hitherto had 
(C for the confequence of the pope. Nothing 
could in future prevent him, of his own Impe- 
rial authority, from making every ecclefiaftical 
<£ arrangement, as was the ufage in the firft ages 
(c of Chriftianity.” 

The nuncio, terrified, immediately difpatched 
a courier to Rome. Never had he fo unplea- 
fant news to announce ; and whether from want 
of addrefs on his part, or injuftice on the part of 
the pope, on him was thrown all the blame.* 
This was undoubtedly one of the caufes of the 
prejudice which Pius VI. always had againft 
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him, and which he manifefted till the day of hie 
falj. The reprefentations of fo difagreeable an 
interpreter ferved only to confirm him in his re- 
liftance : he had, what was fcarcefy to be ex- 
pected of him at that time, the courage to write 
to the emperor a letter, in which he declared 
the new archbifhop a heretic, and proved, from 
feveral paffages in his paftorai difcouyfe* that he 
deferved that title. Jofeph; who might have 
been irritated at this obftinacy, manifefted as 
much pati.ence as his minifter. He permitted 
the prelate to fend to Rome explanations of the 
exceptionable paflage, but with an injunction 
not to retraCt a Angle word. 

This fort of refpeCt ferved only to render the 
pope more obftinate. Under different pretences* 
he postponed the confirmation of the bifhop of 
Laybach ; and before the end of the year death 
came and delivered him from this formidable 
adverfary. - Thus was the difpute terminated; 
but the year following the emperor made the 
pope and the Sacred College pay dear for this 
cafual triumph. Refcntment feemed to animate 
his zeal for reform. 

He began by giving his unqualified approba- 
tion to the conduct of the four archbifhops, and 
exprefled a defire that it might be adopted by 
the other prelates. About the fame time there 
appeared at Vienna, undoubtedly with bis com 
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Pent, a publication, inviting all the bilhops of 
Germany to make a common caufe with the 
archbiihops ; and feveral of them, with the 
bithop of Spires at their head, complained to 
the emperor that they were not fummoned to 
the congrefs at Ems. Jofieph wilhed to prevent 
the divifion which might take place on this oc- 
cafion between the two claffes of prelates ; and, 
inftead of replying to the long and lamentable 
reprefentation^of Pius VL, refpefting this war 
declared againft the Holy See by all the fupe- 
rior Germanic clergy, wrote to the bilhops, ex- 
horting them to concur in the falutary plan 
which had been conceived by the archbiihops j 
and the Aulic council paffed a decree, dilated 
by the emperor, by which, in oppofition to the 
proceedings of the nuncio Pacca, they annulled 
the infolent circular letter which he had dared 
to diftribute, and, blaming the condefcenfion of 
the elettor of Bavaria, ordered him not to fuffer 
the nuncio Zoglio, who was received. at hi* 
court, to exercife any jurifdi&ion in the ftates of 
Juliers and Berg. 

The court of Rome was very rpuch afle&ed by 
this combination, which it faw forming through 
all Germany, to attack prerogatives thltt prefcrip- 
tion at lead ought, in its opinion, to render incon- 
teftable, and which appeared to threaten it with 

mortifications ftill more cruel. A national coun- 
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•cil might deprive it of its ftill remaining rights. 
jSo many fovereigns, fo many individuals of all 
ranks, prelates, even interefted in the fupport of 
its authority, transforming themfelves into phi- 
lofophers! What was to become of religion in 
a conteft with philo fophy ! 

It was not, however, from Germany that the 
court of Rome had then to dread all thefe cala- 
mities. The jealoufy, the rivality of powers, 
prevented that co-operation which might acce- 
lerate the overthrow of its authority, already fo 
much weakened. The four archbilhops per-, 
fitted in their plan of independence and reform, 
and countera&ed the two nuncios in all their at- 
tempts; but the bifhops, although nearly una- 
nimous in their claims to a fort of independence 
of their metropolitans, were very dilatory in en- 
tering into the meafures of the latter. During 
thefe tranfa&ions the French revolution took 
place; that revolution fo bold, fo rapid in its 
execution ; that revolution, in fliort, which occa- 
fioned a fufpenfion of fo -many projected enter- 
prifes, overturned the moil folid plans, recon- 
ciled little animofities, fet afide little rivalities, 
and, upon the afpe£t of common danger, united 
minds mod difpofed to difcordance. - 

Jofeph II., however, purfued to the end of his 
reign his irrelidible inclination for reform. Pub- 
lications, favourable to his maxims, were either 
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condoled by his command, of circulated witlC 
his permiffion. He ordered that, at leaft in fome 
of his- dominions, the facraments ffiould be cele- 
brated in the vulgar tongue. He granted to 
the proteftants in Hungary a great extenfion of 
his edift of toleration. He allowed a calvinifti- 
cal church to be eftablifhed in the very city of 
Conftance, which three centuries before had 
feen the unfortunate John Hus expiate in the 
flames his principles, the precurfors of the re- 
formation fo fatal to the court of Rome. But 
it was particularly in the Low Countries that his 
zeal was difplayed, that he experienced aflive 
refiftance, and that he occafioned his friend the* 
pope the mod bitter chagrin. 

it is not our intention to trace here all the in- 
novations which he wiffied to introduce, with 
rather an inconfiderate ardour, in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, Hill lefs ripe than the hereditary 
dominions of Germany for philofophical reforms, 
more difpofed to revolt, more difficult to reprefs. 
It will be fufficient to mention that he there ex- 
perienced oppolition not only from the people 
and the clergy, but alfo from the Hates of thefe 
countries, which yet retained a ffiadow of liberty 
agaiiftt the invafions of defpotifm. They were' 
already prepared for difaffe&ion, by grievances' 
purely political. They manifefted it openly* 
when the emperor would interfere vyith thd 
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confraternities, feminaries, proeeffioris, pilgri- 
mages j in a word, with everything Which they 
confidered as religion. They found powerful 
fupporters, or rather ardent imitators, in the 
the higher clergy, and particularly in cardinal 
Frankenberg, archbifhop of Malines. The pope 
had then for a nuncio at Bruffels a fignor Zon- 
dadari, a fanatical and impetuous man, who did 
•not omit this opportunity of making a figure. 
He pleaded with warmth the caufe of the court 
of Rome, which Jofeph had difregarded in his 
innovations in matters of difcipline. On thefe 
queftions, rendered fo delicate by the cifcum- 
ftances of the moment, a difcuffion took place 
in which Pius VI., not yet undeceived. Imped to 
triumph ; for one of his pretenfions was to pofi- 
fefs and difplay the talents of a great theologian ; 
talents confidered very unimportant by Jofeph 
in ordinary times, but which could not but be 
odious to him when employed to counteract his 
views. Zondadari, however, hawked about 
and commented upon the learned memoirs of 
his infallible fovereign, and encouraged the Bra- 
banters in their refinance. 

Jofeph, being then fubjeCt fo difficulties 
of more than one kind, took umbrage at the 
work, its author, and, above all, its commen- 
tator,. and caufed the nuncio Zondadari to be 
banifhed from Bruffels, with forms not very rey 
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fpe&fvtl to the representative of the Holy See. 
Zondadaui was obliged to retire to Liege, where 
he contimied to carry on his intrigues more fe- 
cretly, but not with lefs fuccefs. The troubles- 
which the eftablifhment of the femmary of Lou- 
vain occafioned in Brabant furnifhed him with 
frefli opportunities of inflaming the minds of the 
people, by the intervention of their priefts ; im- 
potent efforts which Jofeph defpifed. The vi- 
gour of his governor-general, comte Trautmans- 
dorf, and his own firmnefs, made him triumph 
over the nuncios, prelates, and all the fanatics' 
with which the Low Countries were infefted. 

In Germany, in the courfe of the year 1788, 
the fame perfeverance had the fame refult. The 
nuncios vvifhed to continue their conteft with the 
flour archbffhops ; but the latter were united by 
biterefh They had gone too far to recede ; and 
had it not been for the events of the following 
year, it would have been impoflible to forefee to 
what lengths they would have been; parried: by 
their oppofition to the court of Rome; They 
faw themfelves powerfully fupported by the em- 
peror, who tranfniitted to the diet of Ratifbon 
an Imperial decree, in which that court was very 
cavalierly treated. Jofeph- there ftated, without? 
referve, that the violent manner in which the 
court of Rome and its nuncios had refitted his 
energetic; admonitions, justified him in taking 
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the moil ferious meafures to render prevalent 
the inconteilabk principles which he profeffed, 
after the example of his predeceffors, and that, 
in confequence, he invited the diet of the empire 
to deliberate upon this important fubjeft. 

This, however, was only a vain formality, 
which ought not to have greatly intimidated the 
Holy See. The pope, as well ( as the reft of Eu- 
rope, knew the flownefs of the deliberations of 
the Germanic congrefs, and the impotence of 
its laws. But this meafure was fupported by 
writings, in juftification of the conduft of the. 
four archbilhops who oppofed the claim of the 
court of Rome } and even thefe prelates did not 
confine themfelves to a paper war and empty 
threats. They proved that they could difpenfe 
with the pope’s interference in matters which 
they confidered within their jurifdidlion. The 
eleftar of Treves, of his own authbrity, releafed 
the monks from their vows. The eleftor of Co- 
logne even permitted them to marry when they 
could offer good reafons for fuch a ftep. The 
pope at this time claimed a right to tythes of 
lands newly cleared. He ventured to intruft a 
fecular prince with the colleftion of them in the 
deflorate of Cologne. This prince had farmed 
them out to the fubjefls even of the eleftor. 
Such a bravado could not remain unpuniflied. 
Thefe new. farmers were immediately appre- 
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hended and put in-.prifon. From that moment 
the colle&ion of the tithes, and the pope’s, pre- 
tentions, were entirely relinquifhed. 

In all this affair between the nuncios-and ths 
four archbilhops (an affair which would fcarcely 
be deferving of a fmall place in the general pic- 
ture of modern hiftory, did it not ferve to prove, 
on the one hand, the incurable obftinacy of the 
Italians, and, on the other, the tendency of the 
human mind towards all kinds of independence), 
Pius VI , as if led away by an evil genius that 
had confpired againft the remains of his autho- 
rity, heaped faults upon faults, which he expi- 
ated only by difappointments. Wrongs that 
were riot more ferious have fince hurled him 
from his thronp. And after that, let human 
prudence again predidt infallible refults, and from 
experience derive rules of conduft ! 

Tbe quarrels of the nuncios, the troubles of 
the Low Countries, excited in a great meafure 
by the Holy See, ftill continued when Jofeph II. 
died. Had a real friendfhip fubfifted between 
him and Pius VI., as both of them boafted, it 
mud be admitted that in the one, as well as in 
the other, there was a great diftindtion to be 
made between the man and the fovereign, and 
that, whatever either of the two confidered as his 
duty, has frequently prevailed over his private 
opinion. 

VOL. i. z 
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Pius VI. having attained the pontifical throne 
with principles which, for a pope, appeared to 
be moderate, has experienced the fate of all 
thofe who long hold the reins of government. 
He became corrupted by the exerplfe of power. 
Flatterers had poifoned his difpofition, and pre- 
pared him for the part that he has played in his 
latter years in a manner fo odious to a portion of 
Europe, and fo difaftrous to hlmftlf. His fana* 
ticifm increafed in proportion to the progrefs of 
philofophy, and led him to culpable imprudences, 
which rendered his fall as inevitable as it was 
merited. 

However, about the end of the reign of Jo- 
feph, either through condcfcenfion towards that 
prince, or that his confcience reproached him 
with having concurred in inflaming the Low 
Countries for idle fcholaftic difputes, Pins VI. 
had tried his afcendency over the fuperior clergy 
of thefe provinces, in order to bring them back 
to fbbmiflion. Jofeph II. did not reap the fruits 
of his good intentions, but was thankful for his 
efforts. At the beginning of 1790, his'minifter, 
cardinal Herzan, waited upon the pope. He 
came to confult him relative to the means of re- 
medying the difturbances of the Low Countries, 
which were then carried to the greateft excefs. 
The cardinal found Pius VI. occupied in a fer- 
vent prayer, and bathed in tears. Was he la- 
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meriting the evils of which he was the author, or 
thofe of which he was threatened to be the vic- 
tim ; for this was a flrort time after the publj- 
cation of the decrees of the national affembly of 
France againft the clergy ? The pope refumed a 
ferene countenance on being informed of this 
mark of confidence of the emperof. We have 
more than once feen with what facility he pafled 
from forrow to joy, and what powerful motives 
of confolation he found in homages paid to his 
vanity ! Flattered at feeing this obftinate and 
imperious emperor once invoke his mediation, 
he inftantly wrote to the bifliops of Belgium to 
prefs them to exert themfelves in recalling their 
unt*a£iable flocks to obedience. The anfwer of 
the prelates to the brief of the pope was dif- 
patched to Rome on the 8th of March 1790. It 
breathed a profound refentment for all the at- 
tacks that the emperor had made upon the liber- 
ties of Belgium, and a firm determination- not 
again to fubmit to the yoke which the emperor 
had forced them to (hake off ; and the prelates, who 
called themfelves the interpreters of the fenti- 
mentsof the Belgic people, concluded their anfwer 
by requefting the pope himfelf to efpoufe their 
caufe, in imitation of thofe powers with which that 
people had already formed connexions. Thus, 
unfortunate in all his enterprifes, JPius VI., who 
was njt always- disinclined to do mifchief, was 
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unable to provide a remedy. Jofephli.had not 
the mortification of convincing himfelf. of the 
impotence of his interceder, having died a few 
days before the departure of the letter of thefe 
Belgic bifliops. 

His fucceflor, Leopold, feemed djeftinpd to 
reftore to Belgium days of greater, fergnity j but 
it is well known that he did not long indulge 
that hope. No fooner was he feated .on the 
Imperial throne, than he alfo annoupfied difp'p- 
fitions more favourable to the. clergy and the 
court of Rome. He even proved, by forne a&s, 
the fincerity of his promifes. He reftored to fe- 
vgral bifhops of the hereditary dates the reve? 
,nues of which Jofeph had difpoflefled them j 
and he re-eftablithed feveral ecclefiaftical infti T 
tutions which his brother had abolilhed. ”What 
was then palling in France proved to him, but 
too late, that the authority of fovereigns was 
‘ connected with that of priefts. But for this ex- 
perience he would probably have carfied upon 
the throne of Vienna that fpirit of reform which 
he had difplayed in Tufcany, and which, during 
fifteen years, had greatly tormented the pontifi- 
cate of Pius VI., as we are about tO' fee in the 

fecond part of this work. 

/• K 
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END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



Digitized by 




I 

I 

I 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



